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Definitions 
For this thesis:  
• Ina Higgins’ horticultural career spanned 1898 to 1920. 
• Ina Higgins’ active involvement in the suffragist movement spanned 1880 to 
1920. 
• The first groups of Burnley women students were enrolled from 1899 to 1909. 
• The second group of Burnley women students were enrolled from 1911 onwards.  
 
Burnley  Burnley School of Horticulture, now a campus of the University 
of Melbourne. 
Gardener a person who looks after and cultivates a garden as a hobby or 
to make a living. 
Horticulture  the art and science of garden cultivation and management.  
Horticulturist a person who is an expert in garden cultivation and 
management.  
Landscape gardener a qualified person who makes a garden or an area of land more 
attractive by including trees, shrubs and flowers as well as 
other features. They often follow particular fashions of spatial 
arrangement in regards to plant material and structural 
elements. 
Suffrage the right to vote in elections. 
Suffragist a term used in England and Australia. There were many 
organisations in both countries whose members believed in 
peaceful actions to gain the vote for women. 
Suffragettes  an English term with derogatory connotations. The Women’s 
Social and Political Union was a women-only group formed in 
1903 by Emmeline Pankhurst. Its members engaged in direct 
action and civil disobedience. 
Social feminism a late 19th- and early 20th-century definition of women who 
were concerned with the social and economic problems that 
affected women and children, regardless of class. 
Socialist feminism a mid-20th-century term, from the 1960s and 1970s. It 
connects patriarchy and capitalism and holds that women can 
only be free of oppression when they control their own 
economic and social decisions.  
Victorian the colony/state of Victoria, not the ‘Victorian era’ of 1830s–
1901. 
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‘What shall we do with our daughters?’ is the momentous question that 
harasses up-to-date parents. It is a question that has swelled in volume till 
the very horticulturists of the country have caught its echo, and very 
practically indeed have they come forward with a most excellent suggestion. 
‘Make them into gardeners,’ says the Horticultural Society, and that the 
daughters in question are by no means unwilling to respond to the 
suggestion is amply evidenced by the numbers in which they respond to the 
call to the preliminary lecture given yesterday afternoon by Mr. Luffman. 
 
Source: Viola, ‘Women Gardeners at Burnley’, The Age, 8 February 1899, p. 11. 
 
The past lives on, in art and memory, but it is not static: it shifts and changes 
as the present throws its shadow backwards. The landscape also changes, 
but far more slowly: it is a living link between what we were and what we 
have become. This is one of the reasons why we feel such profound and 
apparently disproportionate anguish when a loved landscape is altered out 
of recognition; we lose not only a place, but a part of ourselves, a continuity 
between the shifting phases of our life. 
 
Source: M. Drabble, A Writer’s Britain: Landscape in Literature, Thames & Hudson, London, 
1979, p. 270. 
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Abstract 
 
This thesis traces the life of Ina (Frances Georgina Watts) Higgins, 1860–1948, an Irish-
born social feminist who emigrated to Australia with her family in 1870. This quiet and 
unassuming woman held various honorary organisational positions in Victoria and took 
the opportunity to be powerful behind the scenes, advancing ideas that conflicted with 
society’s stereotypical expectations of a woman of the late 19th century. Contrary to 
Bishop Perry’s belief that ‘the single woman was to be regarded as exceptional and 
unnatural’, Ina created an independent and fulfilling life as a suffragist, a women’s 
rights advocate and a landscape gardener. Ina and her generation made significant 
contributions to women’s lives, including fighting for the rights to vote, to tertiary 
education and to work in professional fields.  
Ina wanted to study horticulture at the Burnley School of Horticulture in Richmond, 
Melbourne, but was initially unable to enrol because she was a woman. Together with 
assistance from Mrs Luffman, Ina successfully lobbied the first Principal of the Burnley 
School of Horticulture, Charles Bogue Luffman, to change the rules and women were 
admitted to Burnley from 1899 until their right to study was suspended in 1909. A 1911 
memo, held in the Burnley Archives, highlights that the Women’s Political Association 
of which Ina was a member1, was pressuring the state government to re-admit women 
students. This document is very important, as it is the only surviving contemporary 
proof that the leaders of the women’s movement in Victoria were prioritising 
horticultural education as one of the new career options for women. 
This research, involving a mixed methods approach that combines unobtrusive and 
historic research techniques, examines Ina’s role in advancing the role of women in 
horticulture in the early 20th century. The author has drawn upon primary and 
secondary documents across four Australian states and records in the possession of a 
distant relative of Ina Higgins, in Canada. The material was evaluated for accuracy and 
reliability, contribution to society, historiography and links to Burnley, landscape 
 
1 Ina was a member of the Women Political Association and at various times held office-bearing 
positions.  
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design and women’s rights. Additionally, a comparative analysis was undertaken, 
reviewing period landscape design practitioners across Australia.  
The investigations led to several unforeseen results and new knowledge as to the 
significant role and contribution Ina played in advancing women’s access to 
horticultural education, their right to a professional career and their right to work and 
vote.  
This research revealed that Ina, an inaugural woman graduate of Burnley College of 
Horticulture, was an elder member of the radical intellectual Higgins and Palmer 
families. Her passion and quiet advocacy successfully advanced the position, electoral 
emancipation and tertiary-level education opportunities for women in Victoria before 
World War I. This research discusses her previously little-known applied practice in 
landscape design, her prospective work for Walter Burley Griffin and her involvement 
with the Victorian Women’s Political Association’s socialist experiment, the Women’s 
Farm at Mordialloc. Ina’s last gift to women was an article in the 1934 Centenary Gift 
Book that narrates the significant pioneering work of women in Victoria. It reminds all 
readers that while some things are hard-fought, the effort is worth it – as Ina proved, 
women make excellent landscape gardeners and horticulturists. 
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Chapter 1 Introduction 
 
 
Figure 1.1: Portrait of Ina Higgins, c.1901. 
This was possibly Ina’s graduation photo – she wore a beautiful dress and was carefully 
groomed. The picture was professionally taken in Falks Photography Studio, Melbourne. 
Reproduced with the permission of the National Library of Australia. Vance and Nettie Palmer 
Collection MS 3942 National Library of Australia object 268792811. 
When Katharine Prichard asked her what she [Ina Higgins] thought about 
gardening as a profession, a working life for women, she replied: ‘It has great 
possibilities – but mostly in co-operation with men’. In her concluding 
remarks, Prichard joined with Ina in calling for the re-opening of Burnley 
college for women so that Victoria would not be ‘impeached’, presumably by 
British women, for being ‘behind the times’. 
Source: ‘Pomona’ [Katharine Susannah Prichard], ‘Women’s World: Miss Nina Higgins – A Woman 
Gardener, Gardens and Gardening’, The Herald, 2 August 1910, p. 7. 
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Introduction 
This thesis is the first historical biographical examination of the life of an Irish 
immigrant, Frances Georgina Watts Higgins (1860–1948), who arrived in Melbourne, 
in the British colony of Victoria, with her large family in 1870 aged 10. As a young 
woman maturing in the 1880s and 1890s, she had an opportunity not available to 
everyone – to try to change the world for the better. Ina became involved in the 
suffragist movement in the early 1890s and with other like-minded women strove to 
improve women’s lives, including fighting for the right to vote, better health care and 
the right to tertiary education.  
To ‘Ina’2, as she liked to be called, religion, education (including horticultural 
education) and female suffrage were interlinked and they had a strong influence on 
her beliefs and how she chose to live her life. Additionally, the Higgins family played 
an important role in shaping the political, economic and social climate of Melbourne, 
and later the emerging young nation ‘Australia’. Because of this context, this thesis 
considers the themes of the Suffragist movement, the English horticulture education 
system and the development of the Burnley School of Horticulture in Victoria, the first 
horticultural college in Australia.  
In this thesis, Ina Higgins will be referred to as ‘Ina’ to distinguish her from the other 
members of the Higgins family who are an inextricable part of this research. The 
Burnley School of Horticulture will be referred to as ‘Burnley’, and the first Principal of 
Burnley (1897–1908) Charles Bogue Luffman will be known as ‘Luffman’ (spelt with one 
‘n’ instead of two, following the spelling when he was christened). It was a romantic 
fashion of the 19th century to change a name or its spelling. There at least three known 
changes to Luffman’s name.3 
The terms ‘horticulturist’ and ‘landscape gardener’ will be interchangeably used in this 
thesis because a horticulturist can design a garden and then implement it, and a 
landscape gardener can design a garden and have the knowledge of how to maintain 
it. This was normal practice and nomenclature during the relevant period in Australia. 
 
2 Ina is the last three letter of Frances middle name Georgina 
3 Charles Bogue Luffman was christened Charles Luffman. He then became Charles Luffmann, Charles B. 
Luffmann and finally Carl Bogue Luffmann. 
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During Ina’s working career, 1902–1920, the horticultural industry had not yet 
developed strong differential terms.  
This thesis is organised thematically because Ina’s life was multi-faceted, and her 
interests and the people she knew were often interconnected. A thematic approach 
also allows for wider and deeper exploration of the topic, thus allowing the fragments 
of information to be pieced together into a continuous narrative. However, there were 
several instances where it was appropriate to list some of Ina’s activities 
chronologically, to pinpoint what Ina was doing at certain periods. 
Because so little is known about Ina Higgins’s life, this chapter introduces her and 
states why this research is important in regards to garden history in Victoria. It sets out 
the main research question, followed by six sub-questions which were designed to 
provide direction for the researcher and evidence to test the research questions. The 
body of the chapter provides an overview of the literature reviewed on Ina. At the end 
of this chapter there is a summary of each of Ina’s three known published articles, and 
an explanation of the importance of the articles about Ina published from 2015 
onwards. The chapter concludes by summarising the important points. 
Who was Ina Higgins? 
… as Nettie Palmer said, ‘Aunt Ina became quite famous’. 
Source: Vance and Nettie Palmer Papers, Letter 1174/1/153, National Library of Australia, Canberra. 
Frances Georgina Watts Higgins (1860–1948) was a member of the well-known and 
radical Higgins family of Melbourne. Her middle name, ‘Watts’, honoured her maternal 
grandmother. 
The Higgins family included:  
Ina’s older brother Henry Bournes Higgins KC (1851–1929) – a member of the Victorian 
colonial and Federal Parliaments, Federal High Court judge and Industrial Arbitrator 
and Conciliator;  
• her niece [Janet Gertrude] ‘Nettie’ Palmer née Higgins (1885–1964) – communist, 
socialist, literary critic, anti-conscriptionist and literary scholar;  
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• her nephew, Esmonde MacDonald Higgins (1897–1960) – co-founder of the 
Communist Party in Sydney and an anti-conscriptionist, university lecturer and 
soldier.  
Ina Higgins lobbied for the admission of women students to the Burnley School of 
Horticulture in 1898, and again in 1911. One of the first women qualified landscape 
gardeners in Victoria, possibly in Australia, she was also an ardent Suffragist, a 
women’s activist, a staunch advocate of women working in horticulture as a career, 
and a lover of aesthetic beauty. 
There have been many books, theses and journal articles written about Ina’s brother 
Henry Higgins, her nephew Esmonde Higgins, her niece Nettie Palmer, her great-niece 
Aileen Palmer and many of her Suffragist friends including Adela Pankhurst (1885–
1961), Mary Fullerton (1868–1946) and Mabel Singleton. But has been no 
comprehensive research conducted into Ina Higgins’ horticultural career as a 
landscape gardener.  
There is but one article profiling Ina, written by historian Deborah Jordan and entitled 
‘Women’s Time: Ina Higgins, Nettie Palmer and Aileen Palmer’, published in the 
Victorian Historical Journal in 2008. Jordan provided an excellent summative account 
of Ina’s life and her Suffragist activities. 
Much has been written about Henry, Nettie and Esmonde, but as historian Adam Carr 
stated in his thesis entitled ‘An Age of Certainty: Three Generations of Melbourne 
Radicals, 1870–1988’: 
… sadly her [Ina Higgins] long life is not well enough documented to allow 
her to be a major figure in this thesis, but her influence on other members of 
the family should not be underestimated. 
Source: A. Carr, ‘An Age of Certainty: Three Generations of Melbourne Radicals, 1870–1988’, PhD 
thesis, The University of Melbourne, 1988, p. x. 
Ina Higgins’ friends, colleagues and acquaintances 
Ina lived at an exciting time in Melbourne. She and her family became an influential 
part of the new intelligentsia that emerged in Australia at the end of the 19th century. 
Ina knew an amazing suite of cultured people, many of whom directly shaped the 
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political and social society of Melbourne. It seems Ina was comfortable in the company 
of the ruling class as well as with ordinary people.  
It is not clear from the records whether specific people were Ina’s friends or colleagues 
or acquaintances; many were interlinked with each other, and many were involved in 
the same organisations as Ina. The list is impressive. Ina knew:  
• Lady Talbot (1907 Women’s Work Exhibition); 
• Dr John Springthorpe (Talbot Epileptic Colony); 
• Mrs Margaret Tuckett (Burnley student and Women’s Horticultural Association 
of Victoria); 
• Lady Stanley (Women’s Horticultural Association of Victoria); 
• Alice Henry (Talbot Epileptic Colony); 
• Vida Goldstein (Presbyterian Ladies College, Victorian Leader of the Suffragist 
movement, Women’s Political Association and Women’s Peace Army; 
• Adela Pankhurst (Women’s Political Association, Women’s Peace Army, 
Mordialloc Women’s Farm); 
• Cecelia Ann John (Women’s Political Association, Women’s Peace Army, 
Mordialloc Women’s Farm); 
• Ms Fullerton (Mordialloc Women’s Farm); 
• Bertha Merfield (Mordialloc Women’s Farm); 
• Ms Singleton (Mordialloc Women’s Farm); 
• Mr Pescott (Burnley and Mordialloc Women’s Farm); 
• Dr Charles Strong (Australian Church); 
• Charles Pearson (Principal, Presbyterian Ladies College).  
See Appendix 4 for an inventory of Ina’s connections. Many of them are discussed in 
Chapter 4 of this thesis because of their role in organisations in which Ina was involved.  
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Stating the problem 
In 2014, the author accidentally discovered Ina’s obituary on the Obituaries Australia 
website.4 The obituary contained a presumably comprehensive summary of Ina’s life 
and achievements. The author, herself a graduate of Burnley, was aware of Ina being 
one of the first women graduates from Burnley but did not know that Ina had had a 
professional career as a landscape gardener in Melbourne.  
While histories of the Burnley School of Horticulture are extensive,5 they often focus 
on the inaugural director Charles Bogue Luffman (1862–1920),6 the daily teachings and 
the site of Burnley Gardens. The author is not aware of any in-depth research that has 
been undertaken into Ina Higgins or the first group of Burnley’s women students and 
graduates of 1899 and 1900.  
This is in contrast to the second group of women graduates, which began in 1911 after 
a hiatus of several years during which Burnley did not admit women students. The 
second group included Olive Mellor née Holttum (1891–1978), Emily (Millie) Gibson 
née Grassick (1887–1974) and Edna Walling (1895–1973). Much has been written 
about them and their activities, overshadowing the first intake of women.7 Further, 
the second group of women graduates have often mistakenly been considered the 
horticultural trailblazers due to the lack of archival records concerning the 
achievements of the first group of Burnley women students. This lack of archival 
resource can be attributed to Luffman, who burnt his papers before he moved out of 
the Principal’s Residence at Burnley c.1908, resulting in, until recently, only a few of 
the women’s names being known – one being Ina Higgins. Hence this research 
 
4 C. Choat, ‘Higgins, Frances Georgina (Ina) (1860–1948)’, Obituaries Australia, National Centre of 
Biography, 2010, <http://womenaustralia.anu.edu.au/biography/higgins-frances-georgina-ina-
14248/text25293>, accessed 28 August 2014. 
5 A.P. Winzenried, Green Grows Our Garden: A Centenary History of Horticultural Education at Burnley, 
Hyland House, Melbourne, 1991, pp. 38–39; D.E. Aldous, ‘Trees of the Historic Burley Gardens, 
Melbourne, Australia’, Arboriculture Journal, vol. 14, 1990, pp. 61–73; L. Andrews, ‘A History of 
Burnley Gardens 1860–1939’, BA Hons thesis, University of Melbourne, 2000. 
6 S. Pullman, ‘Charles Bogue Luffman: The Early Years 1862–1897, the Burnley Years 1897–1908 and 
Lectures and Later Life I, II, III’, Australian Garden History Journal, vol. 14, no. 5; vol. 14, no. 6; vol. 
15, no. 1, 2003; J. Patrick, ‘Luffman(n), Charles (Bogue)’, in R. Aitken & M. Looker (eds), The Oxford 
Companion to Australian Gardens, Oxford University Press, Melbourne, 2002; R. Aitken, ‘Bogue 
Luffmann’s Principles of Gardening for Australia’, La Trobe Journal, no. 74, 2004. 
7 A. Vale, Exceptional Australian Garden Makers, Lothian Publishing, Melbourne, 2013; Aitken & Looker, 
op. cit.; P. Watts, Edna Walling and her Gardens, Florilegium, Sydney, 1991. 
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contributes to garden historians understanding of the early days of women studying 
horticulture at Burnley and the significant contribution Ina made to women’s 
horticultural education and future employment opportunities.  
One of the unexpected outcomes of this research has been the discovery of most of 
the 1899 and 1900 women students’ names, which are included in Appendix 3. 
Before Ina enrolled to study horticulture at the Burnley School of Horticulture in 
Richmond, in 1899, she was heavily involved in the Victorian Suffragist movement. 
While it is acknowledged that the Women’s Suffrage Movement had links to 
horticultural advancement movements in England, what transpired in Australia is not 
widely known. No other evidence besides Mrs. Luffman helping Ina has been located 
as to whether, in 1898, Ina independently lobbied Luffman for women to be enrolled 
at Burnley, or whether she had support from the United Council for Women’s 
Suffrage8. But it is clear that Suffragist leaders in Melbourne saw horticulture as a key 
vehicle in the push to open up tertiary education opportunities for women, and as an 
area of employment that could help relieve high female unemployment in the 1880s 
in England and in Victoria, especially during the 1890s Depression and World War I. 
During this research, a comprehensive search of literature and archival resources failed 
to find any collection of papers about Ina’s life or her landscape design career. This 
highlighted the fact that no garden historian had undertaken any in-depth research 
into her role and activities. It also highlighted that the extant information on Ina was 
scattered in various archives; some of the archival material that was available in 2002 
is now lost.9 
Until the recent digitalisation of Australia’s newspapers by the National Library of 
Australia, finding information using microfilm was difficult and it was easy to miss Ina’s 
name. With the advent of the website ‘Trove’, researching has become much easier 
and quicker and produced much better results. As a consequence, the author has 
unearthed hundreds of newspaper reports concerning Ina Higgins and women in 
 
8 Anonymous, The West Australian, 8 September 1914, p.9. 
9 Some of the information used in the 2002 University of Melbourne student project ‘Heritage Place’ on 
the Talbot Epileptic Colony has since been lost. Notably, the Committees’ Visitors book and many of 
the Annual Reports are missing.  
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horticulture, as well as about Charles Bogue Luffman and Burnley that enabled the 
making of this significant contribution to knowledge.  
 
Figure 1.2: Charles Bogue Luffman, c.1899. 
Reproduced with the permission of the Burnley Archives, The University of Melbourne, BS93.746. 
Photographer: unknown. 
Aims and objectives 
This research sought to expand the knowledge of Victorian garden history regarding 
Ina Higgins’ design career and her involvement in admission of women students to 
Burnley and to identify what contribution, if any, she made to encouraging women into 
horticulture in Victoria. One indirect result of researching Ina’s life was discovering 
more about Luffman, the Burnley School of Horticulture and the women students of 
1899 and 1900. This new knowledge will provide present and future garden historians 
with a more accurate picture of these pioneering women and what they achieved 
during this era. The compilation of this information will also fill in the blank sections of 
Burnley’s history and hopefully correct some of the current inaccuracies. An object of 
this research was to confirm which garden designs were attributed to Ina and their 
extant status and to ascertain whether any new gardens could be unearthed.  
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The timeframe of investigation is the period from 1860 to 1938. This 74-year period 
was chosen because it encompassed Ina’s early life in Ireland, her arrival in Melbourne 
in 1870, her education and her experiences at the beginning of the Suffragist 
movement and the boom and bust periods in Melbourne of the 1880s and 1890s. The 
year 1938 was chosen as the cut-off point because it was the date of the last complete 
diary written by Ina; there were no sources of information post-1938 even though Ina 
lived another 10 years, until 1948. 
Research question 
To achieve the above aims and objectives, this thesis investigates one principal 
research question and six research sub-questions. 
The principal research question is:  
• What was Ina Higgins’ contribution to advancing women’s role in horticulture in 
Victoria and Australia?  
The six sub-questions were designed to guide the research in the relevant directions 
and fill in the missing gaps of knowledge. The questions are: 
1. What was the influence of the English horticultural education movement on 
Victoria and Australia from 1891 to 1920? 
2. What was the relationship between the Suffragist movement and women in 
horticulture in Victoria from 1898 to 1911?  
3. What evidence exists as to Ina’s role as a significant landscape gardener in the 
early 20th century? 
4. What evidence exists to support the claim that Ina advocated horticulture as 
a suitable career for women? 
5. What gardens did Ina Higgins design in Victoria, and are there any extant 
gardens? 
6. What was Ina Higgins’ legacy? 
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Assumptions and limitations 
This thesis argues that Ina Higgins was an important landscape gardener between 1902 
and 1920 in Victoria, and strong advocate of horticultural education and employment 
of women in various horticultural industries in Victoria and Australia.  
The major limitation of this thesis was the lack of personal papers from Ina or her 
extended family that discussed her life and activities. For whatever reason(s), Ina’s 
papers were not kept nor given to any libraries or public record institutions. Other 
limitations were: 
• the sheer volume of family, friends, colleagues and acquaintances who lodged 
personal papers in national and state libraries of Australia, the Public Records 
Office Victoria (PRO), and the State Archives and Records Authority of NSW, 
that made it physically impossible within the period of candidature to go 
through all of the collections;  
• the deaths of the young men in the Higgins family due to World Wars I and II 
that curtailed the family history being passed onto the next generation; 
• Nettie Palmer’s daughters Aileen and Helen did not marry, and so again there 
was no next generation to pass on the family history;  
• lack of archival material regarding the Burnley School of Horticulture in the 
Department of Agriculture files and at the PRO;10 
• the author’s personal limitations of having to work, and having limited 
resources for travelling and staying long periods interstate to investigate 
archival material. 
Ethics approval 
The author began researching Ina Higgins in 2014. She contacted many people via 
email inquiring about Ina before being accepted into the Masters by Research program 
at Deakin University in 2016. After 2016, the author continued contacting people via 
email but no human ethics approval was required as no interviews with family 
 
10 According to Charlie Farrugia, Senior Collections Advisor at the Victorian PRO, a 1916 Interim Report 
of the Royal Commission on the State Public Service included a recommendation for all departments 
to destroy files that were no longer needed. Consequently, the early Department of Agriculture files 
are missing. C. Farrugia, pers. comm., 1 February 2019. 
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members were undertaken. With the assistance of a librarian at Deakin University, one 
living relative was found in 2016 – Harry Higgins in Canada, Ina’s great-nephew. Sadly, 
he died three weeks before the author contacted his wife.  
Additionally, information was obtained from national, state and local libraries as well 
university and local archives, plus various public record agencies. Copies of such are 
cited or included in this thesis with the relevant body’s written consent and knowledge. 
Structure of thesis  
This thesis is organised thematically because Ina’s life was multi-faceted, and her 
interests and the people she knew were often interconnected. A thematic approach 
also allows for wider and deeper exploration of the topic, thus allowing the fragments 
of information to be pieced together into a continuous narrative. However, there were 
several instances where it was appropriate to list some of Ina’s activities 
chronologically, to pinpoint what Ina was doing at certain periods. 
Discussion of archival material and literature 
A two-pronged approach was applied to analyse the literature reviewed. A broad 
overview is provided here and elaborated in Chapters 3, 4 and 5. This allows for more 
literature to be discussed, analysed and developed in the context of the thesis, creating 
a more lively and interesting narrative. This approach allowed a picture to be drawn of 
the time in which Ina Higgins lived, an understanding of the many organisations she 
belonged to and the people she knew, and a discussion of how they were interwoven 
with her life. According to Kellehear,11 the aim of a literature review is to gain a ‘sense 
of place’ and to develop an understanding of a particular period of time. While this is 
true, the other reason for conducting a literature review is to discover what had been 
written (or not written) about the person, place or event. The lack of literature is also 
valuable because it demonstrates the depth and scope of the gap in knowledge. 
The National Library of Australia’s online resource ‘Trove’ was an invaluable resource 
for this thesis. Without the digitalised figures, newspapers and links to other libraries, 
this thesis could not have been written. The digitalised newspapers contained many 
 
11 A. Kellehear, The Unobtrusive Researcher: A Guide to Methods, Allen & Unwin, Sydney, 1993, p. 21. 
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references to Ina Higgins and were often the only source of information. In some 
instances, the newspapers were the only record of some of the gardens Ina designed, 
the organisations to which she belonged and occasional report on her day-to-day life. 
There were no original documents detailing her time at Burnley or as Secretary / 
Treasurer of the many different organisations to which she belonged, in Higgins or 
Palmer family papers held at the National Library of Australia in Canberra. The only 
material found in the family papers were some letters to the family and six diaries 
written by Ina from the 1903s.  
To understand what motivated Ina, a selective but diverse range of literature was 
consulted for this research as it was felt necessary to build a picture of what was 
happening in contemporary Melbourne and Australia that may have shaped Ina’s 
views and personality. To construct a picture of her father’s influence as a Wesleyan 
minister on Ina’s views, the author consulted literature on Wesleyan theology and the 
Christian Science movement in Australia – religion was an important part of Ina’s life 
and appeared to influence her decisions. To set Ina’s life in context, books were 
consulted on the political scene of Victoria in the 1870s that included colonial 
liberalism, which Ina’s brother Henry supported, and socialism because Ina and Henry 
were interested in this movement. Literature on the economic and social scene of 
Melbourne in the mid-19th century was considered, as were references on the 1890s 
Depression that caused great changes in the wealth of many establishment and 
middle-class families and led to an increase in unemployment and poverty.  
Because there were links between Burnley and horticulture education in England, the 
author reviewed the history of English horticulture and its educational developments. 
By 1904, England had established several women-only colleges and, in Victoria, 
according to the Victorian State parliament, Victoria was ‘experimenting with women 
students at Burnley’.12 Similarly, it is interesting to compare what the 1900 Victorian 
Royal Commission into Technical Education concluded about horticulture in Victoria, 
through its examinations of England, Scotland, Europe and North American examples 
and institutions to see what Australia could learn from them. In the Commission’s eyes, 
Burnley was concluded to be a capable and valuable institution for developing 
 
12 C.B. Luffman, ‘Report of the Principal of the School of Horticulture Field and Class Work’, Agricultural 
Journal of Victoria, vol. II, part 3, 1903, pp. 261, 262. 
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horticultural education for males.13 But, there was not a word about women’s 
horticultural education; women were completely ignored by the Commission.  
Even today, some naysayers still express the opinion ‘that Burnley was a Finishing 
School for young Ladies’ who were waiting to get married. Ina certainly did not view 
horticultural education in this manner,14 evidenced in her 1913 article where she 
began with the sentence ‘In considering horticulture as a career for women, it must be 
understood that in this profession, as in all others, the work must be taken seriously, 
and a systematic course of study and training must be followed…’15 
Because this research involves an investigation into the history of women in Victoria’s 
horticultural industry, it required an understanding of the landscape and garden design 
styles that were popular in the 19th and early 20th centuries in Victoria and the 
influential gardeners and garden writers of the day in Australia and in England.  
At the same time, the United States of America was developing its own horticultural 
culture. But among all the writings linked to Ina, at no time did she ever mention North 
America. Because of this finding, the author has limited consideration of the North 
American influence in this thesis. 
Key books on the history of gardens in Melbourne were reviewed. George Jones’16 
‘Growing Together: A Gardening History of Geelong, Extending to Colac and 
Camperdown’17 was excluded because there is no evidence Ina visited or worked in the 
Western District. Landscape architect Peter Watts’ Historic Gardens of Victoria: A 
Reconnaissance18 was also excluded because it did not mention any of the gardens Ina 
designed. Any reader of the authoritative publications authored by Winzenried,19 
 
13 T. Fink, J.G. Barrett, H.C. Jenkins & C.R. Long, ‘Fourth Progress Report on Technical Education, Review 
of Progress and Condition of Agricultural Education in Great Britain, Europe, America and the 
Australian Colonies, Agricultural Education in Victoria – Report and Recommendations’, Victorian 
Royal Commission on Technical Education, Melbourne, 1900, p. 158. 
14 A verbal myth that Burnley was a finishing school for young women. 
15 Horticulture for Women by Ina Higgins, The Argus 12th December, 1913 p.13 
16 George Jones (1919–2016), inaugural President of the Friends of the Geelong Botanic Gardens, which 
was formed in 1985. 
17 G. Jones, Growing Together: A Gardening History of Geelong, Extending to Colac and Camperdown, G. 
Jones, Geelong, 1984. 
18 P. Watts, Historic Gardens of Victoria: A Reconnaissance, Oxford University Press, Melbourne, 1983. 
19 Winzenried, op. cit. 
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Saniga20 and Andrews21 will find only a brief mention or reference to Ina Higgins or the 
first cohort of women Burnley graduates. No critiques of Ina’s design abilities were 
found, except what was written in the newspapers between 1901 and 1920. An 
important source of information was Richard Aitken and Michael Looker’s The Oxford 
Companion to Australian Gardens,22 which included an overview of Ina Higgins’ life 
written by researcher Darren Watson.  
The literature review of books, journal articles and documents highlighted that 
mention of Ina Higgins was extremely limited. Some biographies about friends of Ina 
completely failed to mention her and in others she received only a line or two. The 
Suffragist literature mentioned her brother Henry more than Ina. This omission failed 
to recognise the important honorary positions Ina held within the organisations.  
Other texts, including gardening magazines of the time, were consulted to see whether 
Ina contributed any gardening articles. No articles were located that were authored by 
Ina. This was not surprising – at the turn of the 20th century, garden magazines like 
the Journal of Horticultural of Australasia23 were written and edited by men. Some 
include article by-lines that offer only initials, making it difficult to discern who wrote 
them, but it is highly unlikely that these authors were women, as in Australia, there 
were very few horticultural articles with female by-lines published in newspapers and 
garden magazines in the 1890s and early 1900s, indicating a possible prejudice against 
female candidateship.  
The literature review emphasised that Ina’s life was multifaceted and that information 
about her was scattered. The author came to the realisation that there was no one 
central repository, like there was for Henry Higgins and Nettie Palmer. To make a 
significant contribution to garden history research, the author needed to gather all 
information about Ina, no matter how small a point, before it was lost forever.  
 
20 A. Saniga, Making Landscape Architecture in Australia, University of New South Wales Press, Sydney, 
2012. 
21 Andrews, op. cit. 
22 Aitken & Looker, op. cit. 
23 Journal of Horticulture of Australasia was published by Horticultural Press of Australasia from 1901 to 
1911. It was one of the earliest horticultural magazines in Melbourne. 
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Ina Higgins’ diaries  
Located in the National Library of Australia, in the Helen Palmer papers (MS 6083), 
were six diaries authored by Ina. The diaries were for the years 1931, 1933, 1934, 1935, 
1936 and 1938. Four of the six diaries were for a single year and two were incomplete, 
with the 1931 diary containing Ina’s winter (late July to end of August) trip to Caloundra 
in Queensland to visit Nettie and Vance Palmer. This diary also contained several 
entries written in September 1948, just a month before Ina died on 26 October 1948. 
In the latter entries, Ina notes that ‘I moved into ‘Karinyah’24 [a private hospital in 
Camberwell] by netties directions.- a nice place, but the bed uncomfortable’ [sic.].25 
Sadly, the entries show that Ina was confused, unhappy about being in a nursing home 
and wanted to go home to ‘Killenna’. 
With so little other information about Ina, these diaries were immensely valuable for 
their insight into her day-to-day life, personality and the causes she supported through 
her long life. The six diaries show Ina was very busy and was interested in many people, 
visiting them in hospital or taking soil and plants to them. When she wrote about 
people, the tone of the diaries was formal; Ina addressed people as ‘Miss Greenwood’ 
or ‘Mr Hamilton Moore’; she used first names only for very close friends and family. 
Ina often used the words ‘by arrangement’ and often ‘by appointment’ – Ina went for 
a motor drive with Miss Backhouse (Burnley graduate 1918).26 The diaries added to the 
knowledge of her long-time friendships including the Victorian governor’s wife Lady 
Margaret Jane Talbot née Stuart-Wortley (1855–1937), journalist Alice Henry (1857–
1943) and visiting architects Walter Burley Griffin (1876–1937) and Marion Mahony 
Griffin (1871–1961) in Sydney. Ina recorded visiting the Talbot Epileptic Colony in Kew, 
and meetings with her sister-in-law Mary Alice (Henry’s wife) who was on the Talbot 
Board. According to Jordan, Ina was ‘a close friend and colleague of Vida Goldstein’27 
 
24 ‘Karinyah’, now ‘Wee Nestle’, located at 69 Broadway, Camberwell, was a Queen Anne-style house 
erected in 1900 for importer William Halsey. It was converted and renovated into a private hospital 
in 1959. Graeme Butler, Camberwell Heritage Study, City of Camberwell Council, Camberwell, vol. 4, 
1991, pp. 40–41; <https://www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2017-05/Camberwell-
Conservation-Study-1991-Vol4-Part1.pdf>, accessed 1 February 2019. 
25 I. Higgins, Digital copy of Ina Higgins diary dated 1938, MS 6083 Series Personal and Correspondence 
of the Papers of H.G. Palmer 1918–1996, Manuscript Department of the National Library of Australia, 
entry dated 17 September 1938. Please note: Ina wrote Nettie’s name in lower case. 
26 ibid., entry dated 24 June 1938. 
27 D. Jordan, ‘Women’s Time: Ina Higgins, Nettie Palmer and Aileen Palmer’, Victorian Historical Journal, 
vol. 79, no. 2, 2008, p. 298. 
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but this author argues that by the 1930s the friendship had lessened; there are only 
two or three brief mentions of Goldstein in Ina’s diaries and they seem rather distant. 
Very little was previously known of Ina’s involvement in the Victorian Centenary Gift 
Book published in 1934, but Ina’s 1934 diary provided new knowledge about her 
contribution, who she spoke to and some insights into how she wrote her article.  
In her diaries, Ina recorded going to peace meetings and churches and remaining in 
contact with Burnley. She was invited in December 1931 by the Past Students 
Association to an afternoon event.28 She also recorded domestic instances, including 
the fact that her cleaner bought an electric vacuum cleaner to use at ‘Killenna’. It was 
not unusual for Ina’s generation not to write of their deep feelings. Instead, Ina 
recorded her aches and pains, the comings and goings of her immediate family and 
whether she went to church or not (often Wednesday and usually Sunday evenings). 
She loved listening to talks on the radio, including Helen Palmer’s (Ina’s grand-niece) 
1936 broadcast on 3LO about her walking tour of Germany.  
The diaries were also a great source of horticultural information, especially about the 
garden at ‘Killenna’. Ina worked in the garden nearly every day, with some help from 
jobbing gardeners ‘A. Sipthorpe’, ‘J. Sipthorpe’ and ‘J. Withers and sons’, who did the 
hard work like grubbing out the privet hedge. Ina recorded what seeds she was 
propagating, what chemicals she used, what alterations she was making to the garden 
and what plants she removed or planted. As there are no good-quality coloured 
photographs of ‘Killenna’s’ garden, this information is all that is left. The knowledge of 
what was growing helped to build a picture of what plants were available and what Ina 
liked to use. Ina also recorded the weather – hot, cold, raining, equinoctial gales or 
floods – and wrote in May 1938 that ‘there are droughts in Italy, France, Belgium - no 
rain in Victoria for a long time’.29 Ina also noted when she watered the garden.  
In the 1938 diary, a year before the outbreak of World War II, Ina expressed concern 
over events in Spain and Europe, ‘News of great fear in Europe that Hitler may try to 
 
28 I. Higgins, digital copy of Ina Higgins’ diary dated 1931, MS 6083 Series Personal and Correspondence 
of the papers of H.G. Palmer 1918–1996, Manuscript Department of the National Library of Australia, 
entry dated 2 December 1931. 
29I. Higgins, digital copy of Ina Higgins’ diary dated 1938, MS 6083 Series Personal and Correspondence 
of the Papers of H.G. Palmer 1918–1996, Manuscript Department of the National Library of Australia, 
entry dated 5 May 1938. 
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take Czechoslovakia, & that thus wd lead to European war’ [sic.].30 Ina wrote about the 
news she heard about her grand-niece, Aileen Palmer, who was in Barcelona helping 
the Spanish Socialist Peoples’ Party. On 1 June 1938, Ina recorded, ‘News of fierce 
bombing of civilian in Spain by insurgents & in China by Japanese.’31 The diary ended 
on 31 December 1938, noting a letter from Nettie and ‘[Ina] got more presents ready 
for the post and shipped – my left leg and knee got sore again after trams and 
walking.’32  
 
Figure 1.3: Ina Higgins, c.1910. 
This photo is possibly the one used by The Herald for her Interview by ‘Pomona’. 
Reproduced with the permission of the Palmer Collection MS 1174, National Library of Australia, 
Canberra, item unnumbered. Photograph: Johnson, O’Shannessy & Co., 3 East Bourke Street, 
Melbourne. 
 
30 ibid., entry dated 21 May 1938. 
31 ibid., entry dated 1 June 1938. 
32 ibid., entry dated 31 December 1938. 
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Ina’s interview by ‘Pomona’ and the two articles written by Ina 
The first known article about Ina was an interview by ‘Pomona’ (Katharine Susannah 
Prichard33 (1883–1969)) entitled ‘Women’s World: Miss Nina Higgins – A Woman 
Gardener, Gardens and Gardening’34 published in The Herald on 2 August 1910, and 
reprinted on 6 August 1910 in the rural-oriented weekly, The Weekly Times. It is a 
lengthy article and one wonders how the interview came about. The most likely 
scenario is through Prichard, who was a long-time friend of Nettie and Vance Palmer. 
Whether Ina asked Nettie if she could arrange the interview is unknown. The reason 
for the interview is also unknown, but an educated guess would be to raise the issue 
of women students being banned from Burnley.  
‘Women’s World: Miss Nina Higgins’ was very valuable in that it revealed Ina’s private 
thoughts. Ina explained her favourite types of English gardens, what type of gardens 
she considered most suitable for Australia and her ideal Australian garden. Next, the 
reader learnt which countries Ina visited in her 1908 European tour and what she 
considered the best gardens of Milan, Paris, Dublin and Kew. Then, the interview 
changed gear and discussed women working in horticulture. Ina identified the jobs she 
thought that women were best suited to, ‘For pruning, grafting, and budding, women 
are better than men as a rule. Women are better garden managers, and designers, 
too’.35 At the end of the article ‘Pomona’ made a poignant observation that Burnley 
was closed to women, how ‘“behind the times”, the Government must remove its 
embargo from the Horticultural School at Burnley’36 and that ‘in England, gardening is 
recognised as specially women’s work’37. ‘Pomona’s comment regarding Burnley is 
discussed more fully in Chapter 5.  
Ina’s name next appeared in The Argus. She wrote an article entitled ‘Horticulture for 
Women’, which was presented at the November 1913 meeting of the Women’s 
National Council. It certainly made a strong impact. The theme of the Council meeting 
 
33 ‘Pomona’ was the pseudonym of Katharine Susannah Prichard, a friend of Ina’s niece Nettie Palmer. 
‘Pomona’ is from Roman mythology, referring to the goddess of fruits and fruit trees. The origin of 
the word is from the Latin pomum, meaning fruit. 
34 Ina’s name was misspelt in both articles as ‘Nina’. 
35 ‘Pomona’, ‘Women’s World: Miss Nina Higgins – A Woman Gardener, Gardens and Gardening’, The 
Herald, 2 August 1910, p.7. 
36 ibid., p.3. 
37 ibid., p.3. 
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was ‘different phases of women’s work’.38 Ina’s article was a very well-written piece 
that ‘pulled no punches’ in outlining what types of women were suited to horticulture, 
what they would learn, and what jobs women were suited to. She highlighted the low 
cost of training women at Burnley – £2/2/ a year – compared to the high cost of training 
English women at Swanley Horticultural College in Kent, or at Lady Warwick’s [Studley] 
Horticultural & Agricultural College in Warwickshire of £40 and £50 a year respectively. 
The article also gave a hint of the future in regard to the establishment of the Women’s 
Rural Industries Co-Operative Mordialloc Women’s Farm in 1915:  
The idea of a co-operative colony should appeal to women. Much might be 
done by a number combining to carry on in conjunction as orchard, a poultry 
farm, beekeeping (special), vegetable growing, flower raising (i.e. cut flowers 
for decorating, flowers for scent-making, and nursery plants). 
Source: I. Higgins, ‘Horticulture for Women’, The Argus, 12 December 1913, p. 13.  
Ina’s name came to light again on 22 November 1913 when the daily Melbourne 
newspaper The Leader reported twice in the one edition that Ina’s article had been 
presented at the annual congress of the Women’s National Council held the night 
before, on 21 November 1913. Essentially, the article called for the employment of 
women and outlined the horticultural jobs for which employers thought women were 
ideally suited. These included propagation because of their nimble fingers and 
nurturing nature, raising and managing seedlings, grafting, budding and pruning and 
for the better-educated students, landscape design.39 The Leader first entitled its 
article ‘Women as Rural Workers Interesting Papers’ and mentioned that Ina had 
presented her paper entitled ‘Horticulture as a Career for Women’. In The Leader’s 
Social Circle page, Ina’s paper was mentioned again but this time it said that Nettie 
Higgins (Palmer) read it. Having this topic mentioned twice in a single edition of a 
newspaper indicates that women working in the rural industries was a very important 
issue in 1913, which perhaps is not appreciated or understood as clearly over 100 years 
later.  
 
38 ‘Vesta’, ‘Women to Women’, The Argus, 15 April 1914, p. 12. 
39 I. Higgins, ‘Horticulture for Women’, The Argus 12 December 1913, p. 13. 
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The Leader article reported that earlier the previous day (21 November 1913) the 
Council of Women participants had braved the weather, despite the fact that a gale 
was blowing, to visit Burnley, the ‘star item of the congress’.40 On this tour, they met 
Mr Edward Edgar Pescott (1872–1954), the third Principal of Burnley, who held the 
role from 1909 to 1916. The visitors were briefed that there were 25 women and six 
men students enrolled, ‘at last grasping the fact that the development of our minor 
rural industries depends mostly on women this is somewhat, significant fact’41. 
Ina’s full article was published in The Argus on 12 December 1913 (see Appendix 6). 
Having an entire speech published in a newspaper was a monumental achievement for 
a woman in 1913. The inclusion of the lecture was ground-breaking because it was 
uncommon for a woman’s writing to be published, let alone with her as acknowledged 
author.  
It appears that ‘Horticulture for Women’ continued to cause considerable influence. 
‘Vesta’ from The Argus reported on 4 February 1914 that there were calls for the article 
to be read at the National Council of Women’s (Tasmanian Division) Hobart meeting 
and, more excitingly, that the article ‘will probably be read at the quinquennial 
International Congress of National Councils of Women to be held in Rome next May’.42 
The reading would have been a very prestigious achievement, but unfortunately there 
are no records of it in the Proceedings of the International Council of Women 
Quinquennial Meeting. 43 This was not the last mention of Ina’s article – ‘Vesta’ again 
wrote about ‘Horticulture for Women’ in April 1914. Ina’s article was mentioned in The 
Argus at least five more times, which indicates that it was considered to be a very 
important issue. April 1914 was the article’s last mention in the daily press, but the 
issue of women working in rural industries did not quite disappear. The Women’s 
Political Association continued this debate by establishing the Women’s Rural 
Industries Co-Operative Farm in Mordialloc in 1915.  
 
40 Anonymous, ‘Horticulture for Women’, Social Circle section, The Leader, 22 November 1913, p. 50. 
41 ibid. 
42 ‘Vesta’, ‘Women to Women, Women’s Activities’, The Argus, 4 February 1914, pp. 6–7. 
43 I.M.M. Gordon (ed.), International Council of Women: Report on the Quinquennial Meetings, Rome, 
G. Braunsche Hofbuchdruckerei und Verlag, Karlsruhe, Baden-Württemberg, 1914. 
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Ina’s final article was published in the Centenary Gift Book in 1934. It was entitled 
‘Women and Horticulture’ and was a reminiscence by Ina, then 74 years old. In the 
article, Ina spoke of women’s admission to Burnley, how women’s suffrage and 
education helped open up the world to women, and how it allowed women’s interests 
to expand. This naturally included horticulture. In the article, Ina explained some of the 
difficulties, how World War I ‘gave women the opportunity to utilize their knowledge 
to a limited extent here, but much more in England’.44 With the help of Emily Gibson, 
who graduated from Burnley in 1916, the article explained the Burnley course 
structure and the new employment opportunities for women. Ina ended on a positive 
note, ‘The prospect for the future remains good.’45 The article had an uninspiring tone: 
more explanation of the hurdles then faced by women in horticulture in Victoria would 
have been very helpful for garden historians to understand how women eventually 
became accepted as professional horticulturists by Victorian and Australian society. 
Articles written about Ina since 2015 
Since the discovery of National Archives Australia researcher Colin Choat’s obituary of 
Frances Georgina (Ina) Higgins (1860–1948) dated 2010 on the Obituaries Australia 
website in 2014,46 the author has written eight articles about Ina Higgins (see Appendix 
6). The first article, in 2015, concentrated on ‘The Women’s Rural Industries Co-
operative Project, Mordialloc, 1915–1917’. It was written for the City of Kingston 
Council’s local history web page and identified the site of the Mordialloc Farm. This 
was a significant step, as no-one could remember or knew where it was originally 
located and reports in contemporary newspapers were vague and unreliable because 
they offered differing sites for the Farm. The second article, an addition to the 
Australian Women’s Archives Project, the Australian Women’s Register website (an 
initiative of the National Foundation for Australian Women, in conjunction with The 
University of Melbourne), was an important update as Vida Goldstein, Cecelia John and 
Adela Pankhurst had previously been included but Ina had not, giving an inaccurate 
view of the Suffragist movement. Inclusion of an article entitled ‘Women Gardeners 
 
44 Higgins, ‘Women and Horticulture’, in F. Fraser & N. Palmer (eds), Centenary Gift Book, Women’s 
Centenary Council, Robertson & Mullens, Melbourne, p. 136. 
45 Ibid 
, p. 136. 
46 Choat, op. cit. 
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without Chaperones: The Role of Ina Higgins in advancing Women in Horticulture in 
Victoria’ in the peer-reviewed La Trobe Journal was a significant achievement. The 
article discussed Ina’s horticulturist and Suffragist career and therefore brought Ina to 
the attention of a more scholarly audience. Several feminist historians had written 
about Ina’s feminist views, but there was no previous research on gardens she 
designed and whether any are extant. The next five articles were general in nature but 
contained information found since the publication in the La Trobe Journal. Two articles 
by The Age and Sydney Morning Herald garden journalist Megan Backhouse, intended 
for a general audience, referenced the author’s research and highlighted Ina’s 
important contribution to horticulture, which has been overlooked and often been 
attributed to Edna Walling. Hopefully, they will aid the search for other gardens with 
which Ina may have been involved.  
An important final point is, for the first, Ina time is the centre of attention of all eight 
articles; she is not a backdrop to Nettie Palmer or to her brother Justice Henry Bournes 
Higgins. As historian Adam Carr wrote, ‘sadly her long life is not well enough 
documented to allow her to be a major figure in this thesis’.47 These articles go a long 
way to addressing this imbalance and helped fill a gap in Australian garden history 
knowledge.  
Outline of chapters  
This thesis consists of eight chapters that profile Ina.  
Chapter 1: Introduction. This chapter introduces Ina Higgins and examines problems 
associated with researching Ina’s life, including a lack of personal papers and the 
previous attribution of the second group of women students as the pioneer students. 
It also shows why Ina’s involvement in the Suffragist movement was a necessary 
inclusion in this research. This outlines the context of the study. The research question 
is established, followed by six sub-questions used to guide the direction of the 
research. All studies have limits and this chapter outlines the limitations experienced 
 
47 A. Carr, ‘An Age of Certainty: Three Generations of Melbourne Radicals, 1870–1988’, PhD thesis, 
University of Melbourne, 1988, p. x. 
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by the author that had an effect on the results. As this is an ethnographic study, the 
chapter ends with a summary of the literature consulted.  
Chapter 2: Methodology. This chapter outlines the framework of the research and why 
the unobtrusive research method, the historical research method and the comparative 
analysis method were chosen, and how they were able to interconnect. It discusses 
the advantages and disadvantages of each methodology. Flowcharts are used to 
demonstrate the sources of information, whether the documents were primary or 
secondary evidence and how the three different research methodologies were 
successfully integrated. 
Chapter 3: Ina Higgins’ Background. This chapter is the first of the contextual chapters. 
It begins with a detailed look into Ina’s character, and sets the scene of her position 
within the Higgins family. Her family background is examined, including where she was 
born and why the family decided to emigrate to the warmer climate of Melbourne. It 
was important to include a description of Ina’s political views, her social views, and an 
overview of the Wesleyan faith and the cult of Christian Science because they were an 
important element of Ina’ beliefs and the driving force behind her life choices. The 
Wesleyans believed in education: to understand Ina better, the chapter discusses the 
perspective of two early feminists – Mary Wollstonecraft (1759–1797) and Emily 
Davies (1830–1921), who strongly advocated tertiary education for women. It also 
mentions some contemporary male views on women’s education, such as Bishop 
Charles Perry (1807–1891) who was strongly opposed, advocating (unsuccessfully) 
against the admission of women to The University of Melbourne in 1881. A male 
supporter of women’s education was Charles Henry Pearson (1830–1894), the first 
Principal of Presbyterian Ladies College where Ina and her sister Anna finished their 
secondary school education.  
Chapter 4: Political, Economic and Social Context in Victoria, 1870–1920. The fourth 
chapter is the second contextual chapter. It sets the political, economic and social 
scene in Victoria when the Higgins family arrived in 1870. It details how the social 
system was structured and how Ina and her brother Henry used their differing political 
views to help others – a Wesleyan tenet. It explains the political views, namely colonial 
liberalism and socialism, in which Ina and Henry were interested. This ties in with the 
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economics of the time and a brief examination of how the 1890s depression was 
connected to the Suffragists and women’s rights movement. Finally, the chapter 
examines the social position of women, including the beginnings of the Suffragist 
movement in Melbourne, how Ina became involved in politics and the origins of two 
organisations to which she belonged. Its discussion on the links between the Suffragists 
and horticulture is continued in Chapter 5.  
Chapter 5: History of the Burnley School of Horticulture, Richmond. This chapter is 
the third contextual chapter. It outlines a history of the English educational 
horticulture system, and how it influenced the development of horticulture in Victoria 
and the Burnley School of Horticulture. It includes a brief history of the beginning of 
Burnley Gardens and how the Gardens became the site of the School in 1891. The 
Victorian 1900 Royal Commission into Technical Education is discussed because it 
mentioned Luffman but not women students, although there were female students in 
technical education both at Burnley and in England. Luffman’s background is included, 
leading to some unexpected finds in regards to the drama between Luffman and the 
Horticultural Board of Advice, the issue of women students and how the first group of 
women students (1899–1908) at Burnley were overshadowed by the second group of 
women students (1911 onwards). The chapter concludes with a summative review of 
a comparative analysis between Ina and her peers.  
Chapter 6: Gardens and Other Projects of Ina Higgins. This chapter begins by 
describing the landscape styles that were popular in Ina’s day. The discussion then 
moves to the problems faced in analysing Ina’s development as a landscape gardener. 
It ends with a summary of each garden Ina was known to be involved with, and a 
discussion of several of Ina’s major non-horticultural activities.  
Chapter 7: Results – The Findings. Chapter 7 presents the findings that answer the 
research question and validate the claim of this thesis – that Ina was a landscape 
gardener of some merit and that she was involved in organisations that provided 
practical means that encouraged women to work in horticulture in the early 20th 
century in Victoria. This chapter explains why Ina has previously been overlooked or 
not well remembered in histories.  
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Chapter 8: Conclusion. This chapter summarises the research journey of the past three 
years. It outlines Ina’s design philosophies and her major achievements. It considers 
Ina’s legacy, and describes how this thesis has made a significant contribution to filling 
some gaps and rectifying errors in our knowledge of Victorian and Australian garden 
history. Finally, it outlines possible future research questions to aid our understanding 
of the evolution of women working in horticulture in Australia. 
Bibliography: The bibliography includes all the literature and archival material used in 
this thesis. 
Appendices: The Appendices contain the following information. 
1. Wills and death certificates of Ina Higgins and family members. 
2. Certificate of land titles and example of rates payment. 
3. Documents from the Burnley School of Horticulture.  
4. Comparative analyses of Ina and her peers; Ina Higgins’ connections; palette 
of plants and colours Ina used at ‘Killenna’ and other properties.  
5. Letters.  
6. Articles by or about Ina Higgins. 
7. An extract from the French garden book, Promenade au Jardin des Plantes, 
c.1910. 
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Chapter 2 Methodology 
 
Figure 2.1: ‘Heronswood’ near back door, 2016. 
Stones on the left are thought to date from Ina’s period. The camellias behind the veranda 
were possibly planted by Ina. 
Photograph: Sandra Pullman, 2016. 
Charles Bogue Luffman argued:  
Horticulture –although not generally so regarded – is a science. 
Source: C.B. Luffman, Report by the Principal of the School of Horticulture for the year ending 31 
December 1900, Department of Agriculture, Melbourne, 1900, p. 5. 
Introduction 
This chapter outlines the parameters of the research methodology chosen in order to 
answer the research question. It includes discussion as to why the unobtrusive 
research method, the historical research method and the comparative analysis method 
were suitable for this thesis. The discussion includes how the methodologies neatly 
fitted together but also draws attention to the positives and negatives of each. 
Flowcharts are used to demonstrate the archival material sources and how material is 
categorised as a primary or secondary source. In a social science-based project such as 
this, it can be difficult to evaluate information for accuracy and reliability when there 
are no living close relatives. However, steps can be taken to verify information in a 
process called triangulation, which involves cross-referencing data from at least two 
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sources to verify it.48 To verify the claims made in the West Australian newspaper in 
September 1914,49 that Ina was invited to work with Walter Burley Griffin in NSW, an 
extensive search was carried out by contacting the librarians at Western Riverina 
Library at Griffith and the author searching the NSW State Archives and Records. As a 
result, 17 letters were located in the archives, confirming the newspaper reports. 
In the Nettie Palmer papers, there are jottings and notes about Higgins family history 
based on Nettie’s memory, recorded many years after the events. Some of Nettie’s 
jottings need to be considered with caution; the author has found the information or 
dates to be sometimes inaccurate. There are several instances where Nettie wrote 
down facts but did not record their source, sometimes causing anomalies in her 
narratives and difficulty in verifying their accuracy due to a lack of living close relatives 
who might have knowledge regarding those statements. When there was conflicting 
evidence, however, it sometimes occurred that, when looking for something else 
about Ina, a resolution would appear in the form of another journal article, book or 
newspaper report. When searching failed to resolve the claim in the article ‘Women’s 
Time’ (2008), that Ina studied with RBG Director William Guilfoyle, the author noted 
that the original source had not been sighted.50  
Unobtrusive research method and historical research method 
There are two main types of research strategies – quantitative and qualitative. 
According to social researcher Alan Bryman, quantitative research is deductive and is 
testing a theory. It deals with numbers, experiments and results, whereas Bryman 
states qualitative research is inductive and generates a theory.51 It emphasises words. 
As this thesis is a social science-based, historical biographical research project, the 
most appropriate research strategy to answer the research question was the 
qualitative research method. The sources of information come from a range of direct 
or indirect observations or experience of life stories, historical material, case studies 
or visual texts. Deploying a wide range of interconnected methodologies allows the 
 
48 Anonymous, Triangulation, Better Evaluation, 19 November, 2018 
<https://www.betterevaluation.org/en/evaluation-options/triangulation>, accessed 10 September, 
2019. 
49 Anonymous, West Australian, 8 September, 1914, p. 9. 
50 Jordan, op. cit., p. 298.  
51 B. Bryman, Social Research Methods, Oxford University Press, 2001 
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researcher to conduct an in-depth examination of the information to see the 
relationship between people and/or a particular event.52  
Robert Yin argues: 
Using mixed methods within the confines of a single study can simultaneously 
broaden and strengthen the study. 
Source: R.K. Yin, Mixed Methods Research: Are the Methods Genuinely Integrated or Merely Parallel? 
COSMOS Corporation, Research in the Schools, Mid-South Educational Research Association University 
of North Florida, Spring 2006, Vol. 13, No. 1, p. 41. 
After assessing the different options, the author decided that a multi-method 
combination, involving the unobtrusive research method, the historic research method 
and comparative analysis method, was the best way to collect and manage the large 
amount of data.53 All three methodologies use primary and secondary sources that can 
be collected in a discreet and unobtrusive manner. The unobtrusive method was the 
correct choice for this study because the only living relative who knew Ina, lived in 
Canada. Figures 2.4 to 2.6 outline how the different methodologies interconnect 
together, smoothly.  
The first technique, the unobtrusive research method, suits this study because it there 
were no interviews or has the advantage of allowing a researcher to examine activities 
occurring over a long period of time. The time-frame chosen for this study was from 
1860 to 1938, a period of 78 years. Kellehear54 offers two types of design: the 
hypothetical and the ethnographic. The hypothetical structure did not suit this thesis 
as it applied to testing observable data where the answer was not known. The 
ethnographic design was more suitable because it allowed Ina Higgins, her family and 
the society she lived in to be examined over a longer time-frame and allowed the 
evidence gathered to be used to support or refute the research questions.  
 
52 I. Hexham, History may be Bunk but, you can still Debunk Historians and Other Academics, 1999, 
Purdue University, Indiana, USA p.1, <https://www.coursehero.com/file/21544189/HIST-151-
Reading-2/>, assessed 17 March 2018. 
53 R.K., Yin, Mixed Methods Research: Are the Methods Genuinely Integrated or Merely Parallel? 
COSMOS Corporation, Research in the Schools, Mid-South Educational Research Association 
University of North Florida, Spring 2006, Vol. 13, No. 1, pp. 41. 
54 Kellehear, op. cit., p. 16. 
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Another advantage of this method was that it did not require direct contact, or only 
minimal contact, with people; that is, information was gathered by field data collection 
or collection in a discreet and non-intrusive manner. This manner of inquiry suited this 
research, as Ina Higgins was no longer alive and nor was there anyone alive who 
remembered her. 
Kellehear55 sets out the structure of an ethnographic study and states that the 
literature review should occur before the description of the methodology. This 
framework was ideal for this thesis – placing literature first allowed for an 
understanding of the religious, political, social and economic setting of Ina’s life and 
hence the context of any writings about her and her family. It highlighted just how 
much had been written about her brother Henry Bournes Higgins and her niece Nettie 
Palmer, and how little had been written about Ina.  
The second approach, the historical research method, was also chosen because it 
allowed researchers to look into the past. Agrobusiness lecturer Aldon Sinaga, in 
Difference between Qualitative and Quantitative Analysis and how it should be Applied 
in our Research,56 points out that such observations give an understanding of people’s 
behaviour and motivations, providing insights into the workings of a society, events or 
persons at a particular time.57 Historical research relies on delving into a wide range of 
primary and secondary material, including unpublished items.58 
Historiographical techniques, such as written documents, photographs and site visits, 
were used to gather information. No archaeological digs were undertaken at any sites. 
Genealogical research techniques were also employed, searching for Higgins family 
documents in the Wills and Probate Office of the Public Records Office, Property and 
Land Registry Service of the Victorian government, and in the federal and state 
Electoral Rolls.  
 
55 Kellehear, op. cit., pp. 22–23. 
56 A. Sinaga, Difference between Qualitative and Quantitative Analysis and how it should be Applied in 
our Research, Tribhuwana Tunggadewi University, 2014, <https://www.researchgate.net 
/publication/299487761_Difference_Between_Qualitative_And_Quantitative_Analysis_And_How_
It_Should_Be_Applied_In_Our_Research>, accessed 19 March 2018. 
57 ibid. 
58 Anonymous, n.d., Historical Research Methods, Edith Cowan University Library, <http://ecu.au 
.libguides.com/historical-research-method>, accessed 17 March 2018. 
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Disadvantages of unobtrusive and historical research 
methodologies 
All research methodologies have disadvantages and the two main shortcomings of the 
unobtrusive and historical research methodologies are possible issues with accuracy 
and reliability. Kellehear59 states that the unobtrusive method, however, is repeatable 
and allows rechecking of the information if anomalies arise. This is backed up by 
historian Alistair Thomson in his chapter ‘Life Stories and Historical Analysis’ in 
Research Methods for History,60 where he reinforces that the need for accuracy and 
reliability often means going back to the original sources of information. In both 
methodologies, this is a very important consideration as information had sometimes 
been recorded many years after an event and relied upon memory and thus presents 
a high chance of being inaccurate.61 Half-way through the research the author began 
to notice discrepancies in some of the information discovered and had to accept that 
there were limited means of verifying the information’s accuracy on certain aspects of 
Ina’s life (See page 30 for discussion on reliability of Nettie Palmer’s family notes). This 
verification included checking the veracity of dates by authors and or by places to 
ensure times of statements were geographically and or temporally correct.  
The photographs of different properties raised another set of problems; namely, 
dating the pictures. Photographs are an excellent source of information, but can be 
confusing and limiting. The archives of ‘Heronswood’ were destroyed by a fire in 
January 2014, in the café where the photographs were stored. This created great 
difficulties in dating surviving pictures and made it very difficult to create an accurate 
timeline.  
Further problems with some of the photographs are they are very small, are not always 
in focus, are monotone and therefore do not show a colour palette and are snapshots 
of a particular scene at a particular time rather than a temporal insight. All these 
factors increased the difficulty of performing critical analysis of gardens. 
 
59 Kellehear, op. cit., p. 6. 
60 A. Thomson, ‘Life Stories and Historical Analysis’, in S. Gunn & L. Faire (eds), Research Methods for 
History, Edinburgh University Press, Edinburgh, 2011, pp. 109–110. 
61 Kellehear, op. cit., pp. 5–6. 
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Comparative analysis 
Qualitative social researcher Reza Azarian, in his article ‘Potentials and Limitations of 
Comparative Method in Social Science’,62 states that comparative analysis may be an 
‘old’ mode of research. However, it is a suitable methodology for this thesis because it 
can be applied to historical research. It is flexible and allows the historian to look at 
past events and people, identify new information and consider whether it adds to our 
knowledge of horticulture in Victoria and Australia.63  
The rationale for conducting a comparative analysis was that the author intended to 
gather everything discoverable about Ina and her peers, to see what emerged. While 
this might not have been considered a proper use of the technique, it was a valuable 
exercise because it revealed some unexpected information.  
Comparative analysis was an excellent tool for identifying the similarities and 
differences in the women and men who were practising horticulture in the early 20th 
century, regardless of whether they were professionals or amateurs. The other great 
benefit of this method was that sorting the information into categories allowed the 
possibility of highlighting a fact that had not previously been recognised as important. 
There are limitations, and two legitimate problems, of having too many variables that 
can skew the results. These may make them inaccurate, and the researcher may not 
be objective in what is being compared or contrasted. There are multiple variables 
involved in comparing and contrasting Ina and her peers. The author chose to manage 
this by using nine main design principles to focus the variables. Objectivity was 
important in creating accurate results and every possible effort was made to avoid 
subjectivity. After weighing up the positives and negatives of conducting a comparative 
analysis, the author decided a comparative analysis should be involved as its positives 
outweighed its negatives for this research.  
 
62 R. Azarian, ‘Potentials and Limitations of Comparative Method in Social Science’, International Journal 
of Humanities and Social Science, vol. 1, no. 4, 2011, p. 113. 
63 ibid., pp. 113–125. 
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Sources of data 
Archival material sources 
Figure 2.2: Sources of archival material for this thesis. 
 
 Archival Material sources  
   
 National Library of Australia, Canberra  
   
 State Library of Victoria  
   
 Public Records Offices of Victoria and New South Wales  
   
 Epileptic Foundation of Victoria  
   
 Royal Historical Society of Victoria Archives  
   
  Historical Societies  
   
 The University of Melbourne Archives  
   
 Burnley Archives, The University of Melbourne   
   
 Presbyterian Ladies College Archives  
   
 Private Collections  
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Figure 2.2 shows that information was found in government institutions in Melbourne, 
Sydney and Canberra, and in private institutions including university archives, hospital 
archives or private collections. It needs to be remembered that the record-keeping of 
many public and private institutions was not a priority until the beginning of the 20th 
century. There were gaps in many institutional archives, making good-quality research 
difficult.  
 
Primary and secondary sources 
Figure 2.3 shows the categorisation of archival material into primary and secondary 
sources. Primary sources comprise first-person accounts and secondary sources 
comprise non-first-person accounts. As shown, some archival material fitted into both 
categories, depending on whether it was produced contemporaneously with the 
person or event or at some point afterwards.  
Evidence, including letters, mainly came from Ina’s close family and confirmed several 
of the landscape garden projects in which she was involved. The Melbourne & 
Metropolitan Board of Works (MMBW) maps were an excellent source of garden 
design information. However, some maps in the series were missing and recorded 
structures were often not identified, in the case of Henry Higgins’ home ‘Doona’.  
Site visits were important to investigate and verify any and all extant structures and 
plant material that had involved Ina’s input. Such visits revealed that very little 
survives, making it all the more important to research and collate the evidence before 
it is lost. Table 6.1, ‘Properties in which Ina Higgins was involved in a landscape design 
capacity’ in Chapter 6, documents which properties survived or have been lost. 
Chapter 6 contains the details of those that still exist and what elements are known or 
should be attributed to Ina. Photographs were taken of the Toorak Road West, South 
Yarra property before it was demolished. Chapter 6 also contains recent photographs 
of the piazza in Mt Martha that Ina designed, and of ‘Orchard House’. Some of the 
properties into which Ina had input no longer exist; all that is left are the MMBW maps 
that recorded the shape of house and size of the block of land. There is a photograph 
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of the 1914 painting of ‘Ardmore’. The only surviving evidence of the garden Ina 
designed at the Talbot Epileptic Colony are two maps which show the garden, and 
photographs in the Colony’s Annual reports. Recent photographs were taken of 
‘Hethersett’ but the author chose to use the photographs from c. 1914 and 1939 as 
they highlighted Ina’s garden design. ‘Additional Plant Species Analysis’ in Appendix 4 
lists plants that Ina was said to favour.  
PhD and other theses were an excellent source of information on Ina and the Higgins 
and Palmer families. One thesis in particular – Adam Carr’s ‘An Age of Certainty: Three 
Generations of Melbourne Radicals, 1870–1988’,64 helped the author gain a better 
understanding of the Higgins family political background.  
The Higgins family wills were used to compile a family tree and to verify that Ina gained 
control of ‘Killenna’ after her mother died. The Electoral Rolls of Victoria were used as 
the basis for assumptions as to why Ina moved out of ‘Killenna’ for several years. The 
Victorian Electoral Rolls and City of Malvern Council Rate Books verified that Ina did 
not live continuously at her family home ‘Killenna’, with some absences in the 1920s 
and 1930s.  
Sources of data: primary and secondary evidence 
Primary Sources   Secondary Sources 
    
Letters   Books 
    
Diaries   Journal Articles 
    
Newspaper Articles   Photographs 
    
 
64 Carr, op. cit. 
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Photographs   Site Visits 
    
Family Papers   PhDs and Theses 
    
Electoral Rolls    
    
MMBW Maps    
    
Land Titles    
    
Wills    
 
Figure 2.3: Categorisation of primary and secondary sources for this thesis. 
 
Flowcharts of unobtrusive, historical research and comparative analysis 
methodologies 
Figures 2.4–2.6 outline the unobtrusive, historical research and comparative analysis 
methodologies. Each flowchart sets out the steps from the beginning to the end of the 
designing process. The three research methods were undertaken over a three-year 
period. Numerous research threads were pursued at the same time, with an important 
time veracity check always being undertaken to ensure that what was being stated was 
accurate both in substance and time; the latter was especially important given the 
number of period and retrospective diaries that were investigated. Figure 2.4 
demonstrates that once the unobtrusive, historical and comparative analysis data had 
been gathered, all the data could be analysed together by considering the six sub-
research questions in determining whether the data was relevant or not. This will be 
used in the discussion of the findings, presented in Chapter 7.  
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 Research Process  
   
 Research Problem  
   
 Literature Review  
   
 Research Question(s)  
   
 Research Design  
   
Mixed Methodologies 
   
Unobtrusive Research Historical Research Comparative Analysis 
   
Data Analysis 
   
Discussion, Conclusion, Future Questions 
 
Figure 2.4: Steps in the ethnographic research method for this thesis. 
  
 
 
 Formulate Research Question  
   
 Scope of Research  
   
 Data  
   
 Decide on Research Methodologies  
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 Sources of Data (See Figure 2.3)  
   
 Gather Data  
   
 Verify Sources and Data Accuracy  
   
 Analyse and Interpret Data  
   
 Present Research Findings and Conclusion(s)  
 
Figure 2.5: Steps in the historical research method for this thesis. 
 
 
 
 Design Excel Spreadsheet  
   
 Decide on categories to compare and contrast  
   
 Verify authenticity of data  
   
 Fill in the categories with data  
   
 Write up summary  
   
 Identify new information  
   
 Refer to new information in findings  
 
Figure 2.6: Steps in comparative analysis for this thesis. 
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Conclusion 
This chapter detailed the steps of the chosen research methodologies in order to 
validate the final step of discussing whether the research question was supported by 
the evidence unearthed in the research process. Flowcharts identified the different 
organisations that contained archival material, and categorised the material into 
primary or secondary evidence. The final three flowcharts (Figs 2.4–2.6) depicted the 
steps of each research method and the ethnographic flowchart (Figure 2.4) further 
showed their compatibility.  
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Chapter 3 Ina Higgins’ Background  
 
 
Figure 3.1: Higgins family, c.1869. 
Ina is the child to her mother’s right. 
Reproduced with permission of John Rickard, Prahran. Photographer: unknown, Ireland c.1869. 
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Introduction  
Ina’s mother Anne Higgins insisted:  
In our family, Nettie, we aren’t handsome but we all have high principles! 
Source: D. Jordan, ‘Nettie Palmer: Australian Women and Writing, 1885–1925’, PhD thesis, The 
University of Melbourne, 1982, p. 53. 
Chapter 3 introduces the Higgins family then goes on to establish the context of Ina’s 
family life, the influence of religion on her life choices and the value the family placed 
on education. Long before Ina became aware of discrimination against women, two 
early English feminists discussed the issue of women’s rights and education. This 
literature was influential in the establishment of the Presbyterian Ladies College (PLC) 
in 1875, where Ina became a student. It had a profound effect on Ina’s secondary 
schooling and on her determination not to follow society’s expected path for middle-
class women.  
Many sources of information were consulted and the accuracy and reliability of archive 
material needed to be taken into account, especially when newspaper reports of Ina’s 
activities did not match Nettie Palmer’s recollections as described in her Papers. This 
chapter examines Ina’s childhood in Ireland, and the reasons for the family’s 
emigration to Australia. It elaborates on the background presented in Chapter 1, that 
explains who Ina Higgins was and the influences that shaped her into the woman she 
became. 
Family background 
Frances Georgina Watts Higgins’ life is an immigration story, arriving in Melbourne with 
her family in 1870. During the 19th century millions of Irish immigrants left their 
homeland due to catastrophic events including outbreaks of disease and the 1845–
1849 potato famine, in search of a better life. But the story of the Higgins family, once 
settled in Melbourne, is more unusual than most – the talented family succeeded in 
shaping the new young nation ‘Australia’, and making a new life for themselves. 
The Higgins’ and their extended family embraced the new radical-intellectual middle 
class who reshaped Victorian politics. The family also set a high priority upon 
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intellectual and philanthropic achievement, for several generations.65 Ina Higgins was 
part of the 1880s–1890s generation of women who worked hard to create a new and 
equitable nation, by becoming a Suffragist and one of the first trained woman 
horticulturists in Victoria. This was most unusual for the time, because middle class 
women were not encouraged to engage in paid work. Her brothers became respected 
members of their professions and played a role in shaping the nation as we know it 
today.
 
65 R. Lucas, ‘Nettie Palmer and Fourteen Years’, MA thesis, The University of Melbourne, 2002, p. 15. 
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Figure 3.2: Ina Higgins’ family tree. 
Source of information: John Rickard and Lois Higgins. Created by Sam Maher, 2018. 
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Ina was the first Higgins daughter. She was born on 12 September 1860, in Fermoy, 
County Cork in Ireland and died on 26 October 1948 in Camberwell in Australia. As 
described by her niece Nettie, Ina was ‘a born artist’.66 She was the sixth sibling in a 
family of nine children. Her parents were John and Anne Higgins. John came from 
Ballina in County Mayo. He announced to his father James when he was 21 that he had 
a ‘calling’ to become a Wesleyan minister. This upset his father considerably, because 
James believed that John was not fulfilling his obligation of helping the family when 
times were tough. But John became the Reverend John Higgins, a travelling preacher 
with a stipend of approximately £20 per year and a residence.67 John Higgins was away 
from his family much of the time, but his religious beliefs had a strong influence on his 
wife and children. His religious convictions meant there was a strong evangelical and 
loving but strict atmosphere within the household.  
The influence of Ina’s Wesleyan upbringing can be seen in many of the causes with 
which she was involved. When Ina was well into her 40s she left the Wesleyan church 
and converted to Christian Science, in c.1903/04.  
Ina’s mother Anne was an only child who came from Crossmolina in County Mayo in 
Ireland, where her father owned a small land-holding. Unfortunately, her mother died 
of consumption and when her father remarried his new wife Elizabeth mistreated 
Anne, creating a bitterness that Anne never got over.68 It is most likely that Anne and 
John met at church meetings and by 1848 their relationship had deepened. They were 
married on 16 May 1848 in the chapel at Crossmolina. The marriage took place in the 
middle of the Irish potato famine of 1845–1851, the year of the Irish rebellion, and at 
a time when Ireland was experiencing outbreaks of various infectious diseases. 
Anne was strong-willed and emotional, and felt that she needed to rein in her 
emotions. To this end, she looked to her husband for guidance. John became the 
spiritual father of the family and its head, but it was left to Anne’s practical abilities to 
make the decisions and organise the outcomes.69 Their first child, James Henry, was 
born in 1849. The next child, Henry Bournes, was born in 1851, and thereafter followed 
 
66 Vance and Nettie Palmer Papers, 1174 /17/292, National Library Australia, Canberra. 
67 J. Rickard, H.B. Higgins: The Rebel as Judge, George Allen & Unwin, Sydney, 1984, p. 3. 
68 ibid., p. 4. 
69 ibid., p. 6. 
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a string of children including John (1853–1929), George (1856–1943), Samuel Ormsby 
(1858–1887), Ina (1860–1948), Anna Maria (1862–1950), Charlie (1864–1870) and 
William (1866–1867). After the first son James died of consumption in 1869, the 
second son Henry Bournes became the unofficial ‘heir’ of the family. 
The Higgins’ were a tight-knit self-reliant family, with plenty of siblings for playmates. 
Ina’s mother Anne felt that education was important, believing that it was the way out 
of poverty. She taught not only her sons but Ina and Anna, as well as some local 
children, to earn some extra money.70 At great sacrifice the first three sons – James, 
Henry and John – were sent to the Wesleyan Connexional School (now Wesley College) 
in Dublin, carrying the hopes of improving their family’s future. But Ireland at that time 
was a harsh and tough place. Ina’s oldest brother James was dispatched to North 
America to see what opportunities lay there for the family. He returned from North 
America with consumption, and died.71 The family’s dreams of a better future stalled 
until Anne consulted Dr Stokes, an eminent Dublin physician, in regard Henry’s delicate 
lungs. Dr Stokes suggested they emigrate to a warmer climate such as Victoria in 
Australia to mitigate his ailment. So, in 1869, Anne booked the 88-day passage for most 
of the family on the cargo sailing ship Eurynome from Dublin to Australia; her husband 
and son John emigrated several months later so that John could finish his Wexford 
Circuit. 72  
Thus, Anne arrived in Melbourne with her sons Henry (a future barrister, politician and 
High Court judge), George (a future civil engineer and Associate Professor of the 
University of Melbourne), Samuel (a future doctor who died in 1887 of consumption) 
and Charlie, together with daughters Ina (future Suffragist and horticulturist) and Anna 
(future journalist). Just before the family arrived in Melbourne on 12 February 1870 a 
tragedy struck – Charlie, aged six, fell ill with diphtheria, died and was buried at sea.73 
Henry’s record in his diary that they arrived on ‘a day of scorching north wind’ shows 
 
70 ibid., p. 4. 
71 ibid., p. 30. 
72 ibid., pp. 31–32. 
73 ibid., p. 40. 
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their unfamiliarity with their new climate – in reality it was a rather pleasant 
Melbourne day.74  
 
Figure 3.3: Henry Bournes Higgins. 
Reproduced with the permission of the National Library of Australia, object no. 1442116. 
Photographer: unknown. 
The Higgins’ first settled in Henry Street, Windsor and Anne set about finding work for 
Henry and George.75 Henry, who was 18, began work and helped support the family 
while preparing to go to the University of Melbourne.  
From 1870 to 1874 the family moved several times. By 1874 the Higgins’ were living at 
331 Rathdowne Street in Carlton. Then, in 1877, they moved to 173 Sydney Road in 
Royal Park (now known as Royal Parade, Parkville); their residence is still there today.76 
In 1883 Henry began building ‘Doona’ on Glenferrie Road in Malvern. The residence 
 
74 ibid., p. 40. 
75 ibid., p. 42. 
76 ibid., p. 55. 
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was finished in 1885 and the family lived there until 1888, when Henry returned from 
his honeymoon.  
The Higgins family then moved to their residence called ‘Killenna’ at 4 Horsborough 
Grove in Malvern (later known by the family as ‘old Killenna’) which had been built the 
previous year.77 The final move was to 15 Sorrett Avenue in Malvern. They called that 
house ‘new Killenna’ and it is described in this thesis simply as ‘Killenna’. ‘Killenna’ was 
built in 1889–1890, at the end of the Melbourne land boom, and according to Nettie 
Palmer’s notes the third son, George, financed and built the residence. There is an 
alternate story as to where the money came from, discussed in Chapter 6. ‘Killenna’ 
was a sizeable family home; a two-storey masonry house erected on what was 
formerly the driveway of the 1860s villa ‘Nerrena’.78 
Reverend Higgins and John junior arrived in Melbourne in October 1870. Employment 
prospects for Ina’s father did not eventuate as quickly as he had hoped because the 
Victorian Wesleyans passed a resolution not encouraging ministers with families to 
immigrate, due to an existing oversupply of local young ministers.79 Reverend Higgins 
accordingly had difficulty finding work within the Wesleyan Church and so resorted to 
the Presbyterian Church, filling vacancies in its parishes around country Victoria.  
Later, he returned to the Wesleyan Church in Melbourne to fill newly created positions 
for chaplains in hospitals and charitable institutions.80 Reverend Higgins died in 1895 
and was buried in the Baptist section of the St Kilda Cemetery. Anne lived until 1917 
and is buried with her husband John and son Samuel. 
Ina Higgins  
Ina Higgins was a young woman in her 20s in the 1880s. She would witness and be 
involved in irrevocable changes in Australia’s society, especially after World War I. 
These major industrial and social changes caused women to challenge the orthodox 
thinking that a woman’s place was in the home. 
 
77 Vance and Nettie Palmer Papers, 1174/1/153, National Library of Australia, Canberra. 
78 N. Lewis & R. Aitken, City of Malvern Heritage Study, City of Malvern, Malvern, 1992, p. 13. 
79 Rickard, op. cit., p. 49. 
80 ibid., p. 49. 
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Sadly, there is very little evidence remaining of Ina’s youth. Thus, it is very difficult to 
know and understand what Ina saw and thought as a young child in Ireland and in 
Melbourne as a teenager and as a young adult. Rickard, provided a brief insight into 
Ina’s psyche. Ina was anxious because her mother was cross with God when Charlie 
died during the voyage to Australia.81 This demonstrated that Ina believed that God 
was all-knowing and powerful. A letter from her father in 1876 reinforced this belief, 
as he advised Ina that ‘the Lord knows best what is good for us’.82 But not all letters 
from her father were serious. In 1875 Reverend Higgins wrote to Ina in Latin; showing 
his gentle, fun side, he gently teased her about the knowledge she was gaining. It is a 
very caring and lovely letter. 
 
 
81 ibid., p. 42. 
82 Vance and Nettie Palmer Papers, 1057/2475, Letter, 20 June 1876, National Library of Australia, 
Canberra. 
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Figure 3.4: A two-page letter in Latin, written to Ina by her father.  
Reproduced with permission of the Henry Higgins Papers, National Library of Australia, MS 1057 
2473. 
3 September 189(7?)5 
 
Dearest Ina, My Beloved Daughter, 
 
Your Latin letter gave me the greatest pleasure. Accept my thanks. Write 
to me whenever you have the time. Tell your sister (Anna) to write also. 
I am pleased to learn that the Ladies College (?) pleases you. Now you will 
learn much and be successful! Write to me about your studies and books: also 
about your teachers: also about your young friends. Do you know (Pussy Scott?) the 
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daughter of a beloved family (Aitken), by the name Euphernia, aged thirteen, who 
went to the same College last January. 
 
[page 2] 
 
I keep in mind seeing you and Anna walking through Carlton Gardens, 
carrying your books. I see you sitting and listening to a great teacher (Pearson?) or 
(Andrew?) or (Bromby?). Also studying at night until 10 o’clock and getting up at six 
o’clock for musical lessons (Guennett?). Do well! The very best! Goodbye! 
When I am at home, what shall I see? You great monster. Are you learning 
Latin history and all things in full? What shall I hear – excellent music, science etc 
etc? 
Go on. Goodbye! 
Have you heard anything about (Baby)? 
Loving you and Mother and everyone at home. 
Your delighted Father. 
 
Figure 3.5: Translation of the two-page letter written in Latin. 
Translated by Dr David Bird, 2018.  
Ina’s elder brother Henry Bournes Higgins became a High Court judge and there have 
been several biographies written about him.83 However, while it is clear what 
motivated Henry there is very little is about what Ina thought and what motivated her. 
Ina would have seen many of the same things as her brother, including her mother 
struggling to feed and educate her family of nine. Ina would have seen other Irish 
families struggling in Ireland and Melbourne, and would have realised that the 
distribution of wealth was disproportionate to need. She would have noticed that her 
mother was regularly pregnant and that her brothers were sickly; three of them died 
of tuberculosis or diphtheria.  
If the family had stayed in Ireland, it is highly likely that Ina and Anna would not have 
received a secondary education, especially as the family finances were stretched to the 
limit. Instead, they would most likely have accepted that their duties were to the ‘home 
and hearth’, helping their mother and later running their own house with husband and 
children. 
Arrival in Melbourne dramatically changed this narrative. Anne Higgins, the matriarch 
of the family, had attended a Dublin boarding school84 and received a good education 
for her day, including French and piano.85 But middle-class women did not work 
 
83 Rickard, op. cit. 
84 N. Palmer, Henry Bourne Higgins: A Memoir, Harrap & Co., Sydney, 1931, p. 8. 
85 ibid., p. 8. Henry, Ina and Nettie all learnt French. 
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outside the home in Ireland in the 1840s, and so Anne’s opportunities were limited to 
the domestic sphere. She wanted more for her two daughters, and did not stifle their 
education or vocational choices.86 Anne was a strong, supportive person who believed 
in standing up for what was right. However, she did not believe in women voting, which 
seems contradictory to her belief in having a voice.87 Nettie Palmer recalled that her 
aunt Ina was a ‘great feminist’.88 Ina’s first foray into Suffragist politics included 
becoming the Honorary Secretary of the United Council for Women’s Suffrage in 1890, 
and signing the Women’s Suffrage Petition (known as the ‘Monster Petition’ as it held 
close to 30,000 signatures) which was presented to the Victorian colonial parliament 
in 1891. By 1900 Ina was on the Victorian Executive Committee of the United Council.  
Historian Deborah Jordan described Ina as an ‘advanced woman’, a new woman and a 
Suffragist who exhibited many of the characteristics of Victorian feminism. Ina was 
strongly principled and advised her niece Nettie to ‘act according to one’s beliefs’.89 
Helen Palmer, Nettie’s youngest daughter, on the other hand recalled ‘that she was a 
person of limited background’.90 Helen considered that Ina was a pacifist, an activist 
who worked behind the scenes and was humble and extremely dedicated. Helen 
recalled that her great-aunt Ina was kind, serious and rigorous in her fight for women’s 
rights. She was also self-sacrificing, sweetly spoken with a Gaelic accent, able to 
converse in French and keen on Esperanto, involved in her sister’s and brothers’ family 
lives, spiritual, an idealist and someone who appreciated art and beauty.91 But, 
according to niece Nettie, Ina was also exasperating and had bad taste in hats.92  
Sylvia Martin’s biography, Ink in her Veins: The Troubled Life of Aileen Palmer, offered 
another perspective on Ina’s character. Martin noted that niece Nettie recorded in her 
diary ‘that she felt herself to be some-what inadequate in the face of her energetic 
spinster aunt’93 who only slept five hours a night.94 Nettie was fond of Ina, and 
 
86 D. Jordan, ‘Nettie Palmer: Australian Women and Writing, 1885–1925’, PhD thesis, The University of 
Melbourne, 1982, p. 52. 
87 Jordan, ‘Women’s Time’, p. 299. 
88 Vance and Nettie Palmer Papers, 1174 /1/153, National Library Australia, Canberra. 
89 D. Jordan, Search for an Aesthetic, The University of Melbourne, 1999, p. 19. 
90 Jordan, ‘Nettie Palmer’, op. cit., p. 53. 
91 Jordan, ‘Women’s Time’, op. cit., p. 298. 
92 ibid., p. 298. 
93 S. Martin, Ink in her Veins: The Troubled Life of Aileen Palmer, University of Western Australia Press, 
Perth, 2016, p. 41. 
94 ibid. 
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supported her feminist and pacifist politics. Nettie acknowledged that Ina’s ‘pacifism 
did not allow her to approval of Vance’s [Nettie’s husband] enlistment in the AIF’.95 
Aileen Palmer’s writings dwelt on the family’s Puritan streak, and Nettie agreed that 
‘her father’s sister also exhibited the streak of puritanism that ran through the family’.96 
Such observation show that Ina had exacting standards which could make her difficult 
to live with at ‘Killenna’, where Nettie and her children lived while Vance was fighting 
in World War I. Ina, like most people, was not without faults – an interesting contrast 
exists between these descriptions and that of her great-niece Helen who remembered 
‘Ina as humble and kind, with never a bad word for anyone’.97 
During her interview with ’Pomona’ for The Herald in 1910, Ina explained that she had 
always loved gardening, and that she enrolled at Burnley because she wanted to learn 
how to prune roses and then wanted to know more.98 Ina possibly inherited this love 
of gardening from her father, because Palmer (1931) explains, ‘Wherever, they settled 
[in Ireland] John Higgins taught his boys to help him in growing the vegetables’99. Ina 
was a vegetarian. 
Ina lived at a time when women led very restrictive lives, received only basic education 
and were not encouraged to participate in public activities or bring attention to 
themselves.100 Middle- and upper-class women in Victoria predominantly did not work 
outside the family home, except for charities. Middle-class single women, ‘spinsters’, 
who had to support themselves had very limited employment opportunities. Only the 
roles of companion or governess were considered acceptable. For working-class 
women, the choice was even worse. Often their only option was to be a servant or 
factory worker. Ina was in a more fortunate position than many single women, in 
having financially secure brothers who could aid her when she was in difficulties.  
 
95 ibid. 
96 ibid. 
97 Rickard, op. cit., p. 292. 
98 ‘Pomona’, op. cit., p. 10. 
99 Palmer, Henry Bourne Higgins, op. cit., p. 6. 
100 The author proffers that Ina Higgins did nothing that would hurt Henry’s chances when he was the 
colonial Victorian parliament member for Geelong or when he was the federal parliament member 
for North Melbourne. She was very proud and protective of Henry and his reputation.  
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Additionally, after her mother died in 1917, Ina gained control of the family home 
‘Killenna’101 and decided to subdivide the house into self-contained flats. This re-
organisation of property was a very common way post-World War I to earn extra 
money. She was left a bequest of £4000 when Henry died in 1929.102 
Jordan, Rickard and Richardson discussed the question of whether Ina fulfilled the role 
of unmarried daughter, sacrificed to look after her mother.103 Richardson recorded 
that Ina’s great-niece Helen Palmer described Ina as ‘the classic unmarried stay-at-
home, whose career was interrupted in order to look after the grandmother’ until Anne 
Higgins died in 1917.104 But is this statement true? Are the authors making an 
assumption and relying on Helen Palmer’s testimony? In contrast, this author has used 
evidence discovered in newspapers and other documents to conclude that Ina was 
extremely busy while her mother was alive.105 
Ina lived predominantly at ‘Killenna’ at 15 Sorrett Avenue in Malvern for most of her 
life. But there are some unexplained anomalies in her residency. The federal Electoral 
Rolls from 1903 to 1980 recorded that in 1924 and 1925 Ina’s address was listed as 6 
Bowen Crescent in Melbourne’,106 a location near the Shrine on the St Kilda and 
Domain Roads tramlines. Her occupation was listed as ‘Home Duties’. The former City 
of Malvern (now City of Stonnington Council) Rate Books recorded that a Miss 
Christine Asquith-Baker (1869–1955), a portrait and figure painter,107 paid the rates 
for ‘Killenna’ in 1926, and it was occupied at that time by Mr Geoffrey Oswald Hawkins. 
This was possibly Lance-Corporal Geoffrey Oswald Hawkins, who enlisted when he was 
44 years old and served in the AIF Flying Corps.108 Unfortunately the link between Ina, 
 
101 Vance and Nettie Palmer Papers, 1174 /1/2380, National Library of Australia, Canberra. See also 
Appendix 1, Wills and Death Certificates. 
102 Henry Higgins Will File 226/991; Will VPRS 28/P3 unit 1961; Probate VPRS 7591/P0002 unit 796. 
103 Jordan, ‘Women’s Time’, op. cit.; Rickard, op. cit.; S. Richardson, Family Experiments: Middle-class, 
Professional Families in Australia and New Zealand c.1880–1920, ANU Press, Canberra, 2016. 
104 Richardson, op. cit., p. 205 
105 Jordan, ‘Women’s Time’, op. cit., p. 301. 
106 Australian Electoral Rolls, 1903–1980, Ina Higgins, AncestryLibrary.com, for 1924 and 1925, accessed 
20 February 2017. 6 Bowen Crescent, Melbourne crosses King’s Way, near Albert and Queens Roads. 
107 Christina Asquith-Baker studied in Paris and Melbourne at the National Gallery School where 
Frederick McCubbin taught. She exhibited in the Paris Salon and the Royal Academy in London in 
1925. She was listed as a member of the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom. Ina 
was also a member, but there is no date listed. See State Library of Victoria, MS 9377, Box 1730/11 
108 National Archives of Australia, Discovering ANZACS, <https://discoveringanzacs.naa.gov. 
au/browse/person/198782>, accessed 28 April 2018. 
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Asquith-Baker and Hawkins has not been identified. The federal Electoral Rolls 
recorded that in 1922, 1926, 1928 and 1931 Ina lived at 504 Punt Hill [Road] in South 
Yarra, which was the apartment of her brother George and his wife Beatrice Elizabeth 
Higgins (née Shuter).  
 
Figure 3.6: The Higgins and Palmer families at ‘Killenna’ in Malvern, 1918. 
Left to right: Vance Palmer, Nettie Palmer, Esmonde Higgins, Katie Higgins, John Higgins, 
Aileen Palmer and Helen Palmer. 
Reproduced with the permission of Vance and Nettie Palmer Papers, National Library of Australia, 
Bib ID 7423619. Photographer: unknown. 
There is no evidence regarding Ina’s reasons for moving from ‘Killenna’ to 504 Punt 
Hill. But given that George died of cardiovascular degeneration and had had a peptic 
ulcer since the late 1920s,109 it is probable that Ina moved into 504 Punt Hill to help 
Beatrice look after George.  
 
109 1943 Death Certificate for George Higgins, Third Schedule. ll.w. Deaths in the District of Melbourne, 
No. 8984. 
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Ina was able to create a meaningful and fulfilling life for herself through the many 
organisations she belonged to and her involvement in her immediate family and 
friends’ lives. This research did not find any answers as to why Ina did not marry. Her 
single status was unusual at the time – marriage was one of the few options available 
to middle-class women when Ina was a young adult. 
This raises the question of whether Ina was attracted to women, and if so, whether 
she would have understood her homosexual feelings. It is impossible to say, because 
lesbianism was less publicly acknowledged in those years than male homosexuality 
was. But both the Women’s Political Association and Women’s Peace Army included 
members who were same-sex attracted, including Mary Fullerton and Ina’s life-long 
friends Mabel Singleton and Cecelia John, who was known to be very a passionate and 
close friend of Vida Goldstein.110 
Not all references to Ina’s love-life have been erased. The exception occurred in a letter 
Nettie wrote to her mother in 1905, in which she mentioned that Ina was working on 
a garden design in Mt Martha and was very friendly with Archie Strong, a Burnley 
graduate111 and her labourer.112 Nettie expressed the thought that if only Ina was also 
23, like Archie, they could get married. Ina was 45 at the time. But this reference 
cannot be taken as confirmation of Ina’s orientation; it may have been just wistful 
speculation by her niece. 
 
110 C. Rasmussen, pers. comm., 12 October 2015.  
111 The Leader, 23 December 1899, p. 9, lists the name of female and male students at Burnley whose 
essays were first or second in their class. In the entries, A. Strong is Archibald Fullerton Strong, born 
1882, son of Reverend Dr Charles Strong, minister of the Presbyterian Scots Church then founder 
and minister of the Australian Church and social reformer. Archie married twice. His first marriage 
was to Edith Justice Moroney, born 1883, died 1926. He then married Lina Mary Margaret Kerr in 
1934. The Electoral Roll for 1916 showed that Archie worked as an orchardist in Upper Beaconsfield 
in Victoria. In the 1920s he was listed as a farm manager at Toolamba, near Tatura in Central Victoria. 
112 Dr Charles Strong was concerned about poverty. With the Goldsteins, he did a lot of charitable work 
in Collingwood and Richmond. He was also involved in the National Anti-Sweating League, and in 
1886 he and some members of the Australian Church established the Social Improvement Friendly 
Help and Children’s Aid Society. 
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Figure 3.7: Young Ina, c.1875. 
Possibly taken when Ina enrolled at Presbyterian Ladies College, East Melbourne. 
Reproduced with the permission of the Vance and Nettie Palmer Papers, National Library of 
Australia, Series MS 3942-5, File 1, Item unnumbered. Photographer: unknown. 
There is no information regarding whether Anne kept tutoring her children once the 
family arrived in Melbourne. Ina and her sister Anna were sent to Presbyterian Ladies 
College, then in East Melbourne, now in Burwood.  
Carr gave an excellent account of tertiary education opportunities for women in 1878, 
when Ina matriculated. Presbyterian Ladies College (PLC) was established ‘to provide a 
platform for the assault on one of the great bastions of male privilege in 19th century 
Victoria, the University of Melbourne’.113 Women could sit the matriculation exams and 
pass them, but were not allowed to officially matriculate. Matriculating allowed 
students to enrol at The University of Melbourne. Carr recorded that Ina ‘was a brilliant 
student’.114 This was confirmed in the December 1901 issue of the weekly Table Talk 
which reported, ‘Miss I. Higgins, of Malvern, getting the highest marks, and. therefore, 
 
113 Carr, op. cit., pp. 21–22. 
114 ibid., p. 22. 
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first place’.115 But Richardson made a rather stinging comment, stating that ‘the less 
academically inclined of the sisters, she nevertheless went on to qualify as one of the 
first female landscape designers in Australia’,116 implying that horticulture was a less-
academic pursuit.  
 
Figure 3.8: 6 Horsborough Grove, Malvern, 2015. 
The surviving twin house, ‘Old Killenna’ at 4 Horsborough Grove in Malvern, where Ina 
lived, was demolished c.1950. Note the tower, allegedly used by Ina as a painting studio. 
Photograph: Sandra Pullman. 
Unfortunately, there is very little information on what Ina did after she passed her 
matriculation exams in 1878. Nettie Palmer recorded that Ina dedicated that time to 
establishing herself as a serious artist and used the tower of ‘Old Killenna’ at 4 
Horsborough Grove in Malvern as a studio.117 But Ina appears not to have followed this 
vocation. Nettie wrote in 1888 that she was 2½ years old when she first met Ina at ‘Old 
Killenna’. Later, Nettie wrote of living at ‘New Killenna’ in 1895 for her 10th year while 
‘Auntie Ina went away to New South Wales as a governess’,118 from which she returned 
in 1897. However, as previously stated, Nettie’s biographical notes were not always 
accurate: in Search for an Aesthetic, Jordan stated that it was Anna, Ina’s younger 
 
115 Anonymous, Table Talk, Melbourne, 20 December 1900, p. 5. 
116 Richardson, op. cit., p. 205. 
117 Vance and Nettie Palmer Papers, 1174 /1/153, National Library of Australia, Canberra. There is a 
possible link with Christina Asquith-Baker (1869–1960), trained at the National Gallery School in 
Melbourne. Christina went to PLC in East Melbourne in 1877, aged 13. 
118 Vance and Nettie Palmer Papers, 1174 /17/292, National Library of Australia, Canberra. 
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sister, who went to serve as a governess in New South Wales (NSW).119 This reference 
made more sense; the dates of Ina’s supposed absence do not accord with an article 
in The Argus of June 1896 discussing Ina’s involvement with the Richmond Working 
Girls Club.120 Also, Reverend John Higgins died in 1895 and it would seem unlikely that 
Ina stayed in NSW and missed her father’s funeral. Nettie’s reference raises the 
question of whether Ina worked as a governess in Melbourne from 1895 to 1897. If 
this is the case, Ina could have maintained her involvement in the Richmond Working 
Girls Club in 1896. 
Ina Higgins’ political views 
Carr observed that Ina was a socialist and more radical than her brother Henry,121 who 
was the archetypical Victorian colonial liberal who belonged to a political radical 
movement that believed in the ideals of democracy, egalitarianism and a fair go for 
everybody. We should be cautious about dismissing the idea that Ina may have 
influenced Henry’s more radical political ideas, and the Higgins family generally.122 
Jordan described Ina as a ‘socialist feminist’,123 a term which was first used in the 1960s 
and 1970s. While it can be used to describe Ina’s beliefs, a more accurate term is ‘social 
feminism’. This term was coined in the late 1900s to describe members of the women’s 
suffrage movement who were concerned with social issues that affected women and 
children. Social feminism fitted Ina’s values perfectly, and aligned with her Wesleyan 
upbringing with its belief in equality between men and women. Similarly, the suffrage 
movement believed that the way to change and improve society was through the 
democratic process of being able to vote. Equal voting rights would allow men and 
women to collectively bring about social improvement, and tackle the problems that 
many women faced of poverty, lack of education, injustice and sexual discrimination.  
 
119 Jordan, Search for an Aesthetic, op. cit., p. 22. 
120 Anonymous, ‘The Richmond Club for Working Girls’, The Argus, 5 June 1896, p. 6. 
121 Carr, op. cit., p. 22. 
122 ibid., p. xix. 
123 Jordan, ‘Nettie Palmer’, op. cit., p. 301. Socialist feminism evolved in the c.1960s and believed that 
capitalism as well as male dominance, racism and imperialism all contributed to the oppression of 
women. Socialist feminists believed that because women’s domestic work was not as valued as the 
males’ work outside the home, women were forced to become dependent on males. Socialist 
feminists also believed that, to fix women’s poverty, there needed to be an end to class distinctions. 
Women needed to have their own money, make their own decisions and have the same 
opportunities as men. 
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Ina Higgins and Vida Goldstein (1869–1949) campaigned for equality in wages for men 
and women. Goldstein was one of the first four women to stand for election to the 
Australian federal parliament in 1903, along with Selina Anderson (1878–1964), Nellie 
Martel (1855–1940) and Mary Moore-Bentley (1865-1953), the latter three in NSW.  
In 1904, Australia establish a Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and Arbitration to 
deal with workplace employment matters, with Justice Henry Bournes Higgins 
appointed as inaugural President of the Court. Henry became renowned for his 1907 
determination that established a basic wage. His decision was based evidence in Vida 
Goldstein’s 1907 article ‘Socialism of Today’124 that provided details about how much 
it cost for a working man to support his family. Higgins’ determination became known 
as the ‘Harvester Judgement’.125  
Unfortunately, there is no record of how Ina and Goldstein felt about this decision. 
Henry Higgins failed to acknowledge women in his determination, because men were 
the main breadwinners at the time. Regardless of whether a woman had a family to 
support, Justice Higgins set the female rate of pay at the cost of living for a single 
woman.126  
Justice Higgins did not disapprove of women working, ‘but he assumed that within the 
marriage relationship it was desirable, for both male and female points of view, for the 
man to work and the woman to care for home and children’.127  
Henry was supposedly ‘the women’s friend’,128 but unfortunately his Harvester 
Judgement enshrined the traditional view that the man of the family was the 
breadwinner, and therefore that breadwinners could not be women. None of the 
literature viewed discussed the sense of betrayal Ina and Goldstein may have felt at 
this setback.  
 
124 G. Goldstein, Socialism of Today, Leonard Scott Publishing Co., New York, 1907. 
125 L. Henderson, The Goldstein Story, Stockland Press, Melbourne, 1973, p. 95. 
126 K. Wood, ‘Australian Unions and the Fight for Equal Pay for Women’, Marxist Left Review, No. 10, 
2015, <http://marxistleftreview.org/index.php/no-10-winter-2015/124-australian-unions-and-the-
fight-for-equal-pay-for-women>, accessed 20 May 2018. 
127 Rickard, op. cit., p. 177. 
128 Jordan, ‘Nettie Palmer’, op. cit., p. 54.  
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Ina also believed that, to create a harmonious environment, men and women should 
work together, and that the way to eradicate poverty was through education and 
offering the same employment opportunities for women as for men. Ina’s beliefs 
demonstrate an alignment with socialism and the more radical and socially aware 
Methodists and Wesleyans in Melbourne, thereby putting her in the minority in 
Australian society in general.  
World War I 
World War I was a time of turmoil and great social change, and Australia was keen to 
prove to the world it had ‘come of age’. Many young Australian men heard the call of 
England and enlisted of their own volition hoping to ‘see the world’, to have some 
adventures and ‘to be home by Christmas’.129 When the Australian colonies federated 
in 1901, a national army had been formed. National army service was not compulsory. 
Prime Minister William Morris (Billy) Hughes (1862–1952) called two national 
referendums on the issue of conscription in 1916 and 1917 with the hope of instituting 
a conscription system. Both referendum votes spilt Australian opinions, and each time 
the issue was narrowly defeated.130  
Being an opponent of World War I was a very brave public stance to take. Speaking out 
against war, as Goldstein and Cecelia John did, was even braver. Goldstein’s issues of 
the monthly Melbourne-based Woman Voter journal, dated 25 August 1915 and 2 
September 1915, were censored under the War Precautions Act 1914. Goldstein was 
not even allowed to mention that the issues had been censored, so she defiantly left 
blank space where the articles would have been printed. The extent of Ina’s 
involvement in this act of defiance is unknown, but Ina was a pacifist, vigorously 
opposed to war and conscription and had joined the Women’s Peace Army in July 1915. 
While the Peace Army supported peace, its aim was to try and mobilise women in 
Australia who were against the war, regardless of their political persuasion. ‘It was to 
be a fighting body to destroy militarism with the same spirit of self-sacrifice that 
 
129 The Rush to Enlist, State Library of Victoria/Ergo,2019, <http://ergo.slv.vic.gov.au/explore-
history/australia-wwi/home-wwi/rush-enlist>, accessed 14 September 2018. 
130 Billy Hughes at War, The Conscription Debate, Museum of Australian Democracy, Old Parliament 
House, Canberra, n.d., <https://billyhughes.moadoph.gov.au/conscription_debate>, accessed 17 
September 2018. 
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soldiers showed on the battlefield’.131 The Peace Army’s motto was, ‘We war against 
war’.132 Goldstein, John and English Suffragist and feminist Adela Pankhurst (1885–
1961) and the Woman Voter, were all put under surveillance.133  
The author made inquiries with ASIO, the Australian Security Intelligence Organisation, 
to see if Ina was too under surveillance, but it had no record of Ina Higgins.  
In a letter to Nettie in 1915, Ina wrote:  
I rebel strongly against the bad statesmanship and speed for territory that 
has brought about this loathsome war & has made it necessary (as they 
think) for the flower of the manhood of Australia as well as of the other lands, 
to sacrifice themselves and the future of the race.  
Source: Vance and Nettie Palmer Papers, 1174/1/ 1373, Letter, 15 January 1915, National Library 
of Australia, Canberra. 
Religion and its impact 
Even though Reverend John Higgins was away much of the time, fulfilling his religious 
role, he played a significant part in shaping his children’s minds and religious beliefs. 
Reverend Higgins constantly wrote letters to his children, expressing the paramount 
importance of religion in the family. The Higgins family were evangelical Protestants 
where the gospel (teachings of Jesus) was used to shape their minds. Any childhood 
misdemeanours or deviations from ‘right’ was linked to being led away by the devil. 
Evangelical Protestants believed that people could be ‘born again’, saved from their 
sins through reading the Bible which was the word of God, doing good works and 
undertaking personal sacrifice that benefited others. These commitments and actions 
were intended to show that ‘mankind’ could be perfect. The Wesleyan faith also 
believed in the equality of men and women, and the education of women. It held that 
 
131 R. Francis, Women’s Peace Army (1915–1919), Australian Women’s Register, Australian Women’s 
Archive Project, National Foundation for Australian Women in conjunction with the University of 
Melbourne, 10 September 2013, <http://www.womenaustralia.info/biogs/AWE0542b.htm>, 
accessed 4 June 2018. 
132 ibid. 
133 J. Bomford, That Dangerous and Persuasive Woman: Vida Goldstein, Melbourne University Press, 
Melbourne, 1993, p. 145 
61 
 
anyone who had leadership skills was obligated to use them to encourage others to be 
more productive and to contribute to society.134  
Religion was a major part of Ina’s life. The activities in which she participated 
demonstrated that she was influenced by the teachings of the Wesleyan Church from 
childhood. Ina worked hard to improve the lives of women, especially working-class 
women. She was often recorded as appealing for donations of clothes, sewing 
machines or money for the Women’s Political Association or the Women’s Peace 
Army.135 As discussed further in Chapter 4, she volunteered much of her time to these 
organisations as Honorary Treasurer or Honorary Secretary. 
One of Ina’s first known forays into helping others was when she was on the Provisional 
Committee of the Richmond Working Girls Club in 1896.136 Richmond, a suburb of 
Melbourne, was a notorious inner-city slum with a large number of poor working-class 
girls who were employed in hot, airless, noisy factories doing monotonous jobs. The 
Richmond Club aimed to provide a safe place where the factory girls could go to eat 
their lunch and attend evening lectures or play games, dance or sing together. For a 
small fee, they could also learn skills like nursing, sewing and millinery. The Club 
provided personal improvement lessons in hygiene and elocution, aimed at lifting girls 
out of poverty.137 
In contrast to Ina’s continuing faith, her oldest brother Henry became an agnostic, 
George became a Quaker and John became a strict Baptist. In her later years Ina 
explored the more radical but fashionable religion of Christian Science. At the end of 
the 19th century many of the patriarchal Christian dominations were seen as outdated, 
and a plethora of more idealistic and spiritual religions gathered community interest 
due to their shift in theological emphasis from ‘punishment’ to ‘care’.138 The old 
 
134 The Wesleyan and Methodists Church, What We Believe, The Wesleyan and Methodists Church of 
Australia, 2019 <https://wesleyan.org.au/about/#whatwebelieve>, accessed 29 April, 2017 
135 Anonymous, ‘Work for Women’, The Age, 6 February, 1915, p.12. 
136 Lady Brassey, wife of Thomas Brassey, Governor of Victoria from 1895 to 1900, gave her support. The 
Provisional Committee consisted of Flora Rosenhain, Hon. Sec. Emma Nathan, Agnes Taylor, Frances 
E. Duigan, Janie Adam, Violet S. Chomley, Mary E. Houston, Ina Higgins and Dr Bertha Main, MD, 
ChB. The Richmond Working Girls Club was similar to the Collingwood Working Girls Improvement 
and Recreation Club. Collingwood was another slum area of Melbourne.  
137 Anonymous, ‘The Richmond Club for Working Girls’, The Argus, 5 June 1896, p. 6. 
138 J. Smart, ‘Modernity and Mother-heartedness: Spirituality and Religious Meaning in Australian 
Women’s Suffrage and Citizen Movements, 1890s–1920s’, in C. Fletcher, L.E. Nym Mayhall & P. 
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mainstream religions were interpreted as being oppressive and wanting to maintain 
the status quo of women being the nurturers and staying within the confines of the 
home.  
As men and women were becoming better educated, they were looking for greater 
spiritual enlightenment. The new cults that dabbled in the ‘spiritual world’139 were 
quite appealing to women because they highlighted women’s sexuality, femininity and 
a ‘spiritual mother’ quality. The rise of such new ideas coincided with the birth of the 
new nation of Australia in 1901. It is not known exactly when Christian Science arrived 
in Australia but it is thought to be sometime during the 1890s. Nor is it known who 
introduced Christian Science to Ina. Possibly it was her former school friend Goldstein, 
who joined the Christian Science movement sometime between 1897 and 1902.140 
Christian Science was a North American movement founded by charismatic Mary Baker 
Eddy (1821–1910) of New England. Eddy suffered from ill health all her life, and is said 
to have discovered Christian Science by reading a story of healing in the Bible when 
she was critically ill due to a bad fall on the ice.141 The mainstream churches were not 
interested in her philosophical discovery, so Eddy started her own church. At this time 
in the US women could not vote, could not preach from the pulpit and could not study 
medicine at a university. Thus, Eddy developed a method of spiritual healing which she 
published in 1875 in Science and Health. In this text, Eddy expressed the belief that she 
understood the science behind Jesus’ healing – a spiritual method she thought was divine, 
natural and repeatable.142  
 
Levine (eds), Women's Suffrage in the British Empire: Citizenship, Nation and Race, Routledge, 
London, 2000, pp. 51–67. 
139 Alfred Deakin dabbled in Spiritualism and was also a vegetarian. 
140 J. Roe, ‘“Testimonies from the Field”: The Coming of Christian Science to Australia, c.1890–1910’, 
Journal of Religious History, vol .22, no. 3, 1998, p. 306. 
141 The Life of Mary Baker Eddy, <http://www.marybakereddylibrary.org/mary-baker-eddy/the-life-of-
mary-baker-eddy/>, accessed 12 January 2017, p. 3. 
142 ibid., pp. 2–4. 
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Figure 3.9: First Church of Christ, Scientist, Melbourne. 
Photograph: Sandra Pullman, 2018. 
Christian Science is concerned with healing sin of any kind as well as healing physical 
and mental ills. It holds that the way to physical and spiritual good health is through 
prayer and reflection. This philosophy was considered revolutionary because it 
challenged materialism and explained that it was not the body that was made in the 
image of God, but rather the spirit.143 Perhaps Ina’s adoption of this faith is the reason 
why her name is not included on the family grave headstone – it marks the site only of 
her physical remains.  
Other well-known Australians who were interested in Christian Science included 
author Miles Franklin (1879–1954) and friend of Goldstein, who dabbled in the religion 
but never converted, and Edna Walling (1895–1973), who was not a converted 
practitioner but found appeal in parts of the religion.  
In 1897, with Goldstein, Ina was the local Honorary Secretary for the Armadale and 
Malvern residents who were collecting money for the Queen Victoria Hospital. Ina was 
 
143 Roe, op. cit., pp. 306–308. Ina Higgins’ name is not on the family gravestone in St Kilda cemetery. The 
Clerk of the First Church of Christ, Scientist, Melbourne, in St Kilda Road, Helen Sandercoe, replied 
to my inquiry regarding possible reasons for its omission: ‘I can understand why she maybe didn’t 
want her grave remembered, as it is the where the mortal body remains, for our religion is about 
Immortal, Spiritual man, the reflection of God’. H. Sandercoe, pers. comm., 6 April 2016.  
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perhaps drawn to this fund-raising venture because the Hospital was a new type of 
hospital dedicated to women and children, where they could be treated by women 
doctors. However, her support for the Hospital ceased once Ina became a Christian 
Scientist as the religion holds that medical science is not necessary as individuals can 
heal themselves by prayer.144  
Ina may have been attracted to Christian Science because it was founded by a woman 
and was more feminine-based. The headquarters of Christian Science was established 
in Boston, Massachusetts, and was known as the Mother Church. Believer Jolliffe 
Benney (1863–1940) of Ballarat in 1909 gave ‘thanks to our Father-Mother God’.145 
Christian Science recognised the feminine as well as the masculine parts of 
humanity.146 In 1936, Ina enrolled in a two-week Christian Science course taught by a 
Miss Burkitt.147  
Ina remained a Christian Science believer for the rest of her life, and her 1930s diary 
evidenced that she went to evening meetings most Wednesdays and Sundays, 
although it is unclear which venue she attended. Ina mentioned in her diaries that she 
went to the First Church of Christ, Scientist in St Kilda Road (it had moved from the 
Athenaeum Hall in Collins Street to a newly built church at 336-338 St Kilda Road, on 
the Domain Road tramline) where Goldstein was Second Reader. But in August 1936 
Ina applied for membership of the Fifth Church of Christ, Scientist in High Street, 
Malvern (the building is no longer standing).148 Ina’s Will left a legacy of £20 to the Fifth 
Church of Christ, Scientist (Masonic Hall, 1127 High Street, Malvern).149 
 
144 Anonymous, ‘Hospital for Women’, The Argus, 20 March 1897, p. 7. C. Fraser, ‘Suffering Children and 
the Christian Science Church’, The Atlantic Monthly, vol. 264, no. 4, 1995, pp. 105–120, 
<https://www.theatlantic.com/past/docs/unbound/flashbks/xsci/suffer.htm>, accessed 14 January 
2017. 
145 Roe, op. cit., p. 304. 
146 ibid., p. 304. 
147 I. Higgins, Digital copy of Ina Higgins diary dated 1936, MS 6083 Series Personal and Correspondence 
of the Papers of H.G. Palmer, 1918–1996, National Library of Australia, Canberra, entries dated 16 
February 1936 and 8 May 1936. 
148 Bomford, op. cit, p. 208. I. Higgins, Digital copy of Ina Higgins diary dated 1936, MS 6083 Series 
Personal and Correspondence of the Papers of H.G. Palmer, 1918–1996, entry dated 26 August 1936; 
Series 6 of the Papers of Henry Higgins, 1840–1976, Bulk 1841–1929, National Library of Australia, 
Canberra. 
149 Public Records Office Victoria, Frances Georgina Watts Higgins File 409/748, Will VPRS 28/P3 unit 
4833. 
65 
 
Ina became great friends with Marion Mahony Griffin (1891–1961), wife of landscape 
architect Walter Burley Griffin, keeping in touch by correspondence and through 
meetings. Returning via Sydney from a 1931 trip to Caloundra in Queensland, by 
arrangement with Esmonde (Nettie Palmer’s brother) and Joy Higgins, Ina visited 
Walter and Marion in the Sydney suburb of Castlecrag for lunch. Walter apparently 
offered a tour of the new Castlecrag site and expressed some of his troubles with 
designing Canberra.150 Marion and Ina were both interested in spiritual matters. 
Marion became interested in the esoteric religion of Theosophy in about 1926, another 
popular cult at the time.151 Weirick argued that the Griffins did not separate their 
professional lives from their spiritual lives152 and it appears that neither did Ina.153 In 
much of the literature concerning the Griffins there is little mention of Ina. If any, there 
are only one or two lines, or a mention that Ina was the sister of Justice Henry Bournes 
Higgins.154  
Education  
The Industrial Revolution that began in England in the late 1700s was the catalyst for 
education becoming available to English rural-dwellers and slum workers in the new 
cities who shifted into poverty, disease and long work hours for very low wages. The 
Revolution caused great upheavals socially, politically and economically, not only in 
England, but across the western world. One of the benefits of factory work was that 
employers were required to provide reading, writing and arithmetic as part of the male 
apprentice system.155 However, educating women remained a low priority in the minds 
 
150 I. Higgins, Digital copy of Ina Higgins diary dated 1931, MS 6083 Series Personal and Correspondence 
of the Papers of H.G. Palmer, 1918–1996, entry dated 22 August 1931; Series 6 of the Papers of 
Henry Higgins, 1840–1976, Bulk 1841–1929, National Library of Australia, Canberra. 
151 J. Weirick, Philosophy, Walter Burley Griffin Society, 2006, 
<http://www.griffinsociety.org/Introducing_the_Griffins/philosophy.html>, accessed 6 January 
2018. 
152 J. Weirick, ‘Spirituality and Symbolism in the Work of the Griffins’, Watson, A. (ed.), Beyond 
Architecture: Marion Mahony and Walter Burley Griffin. America, Australia and India, Powerhouse 
Publishing, Sydney, 1998, p.63. Professor James Weirick is Director of the Master of Urban 
Development and Design program at the University of New South Wales, Sydney, Australia. He is a 
world authority on Walter Burley and Marion Mahony Griffin. 
153 Saniga, op. cit., p. 39. 
154 Weirick, James, ‘Spirituality and symbolism in the work of the Griffins’, in Anne Watson (ed), 
Beyond architecture: Marion Mahony and Walter Burley Griffin in America, Australia, India. Sydney, 
Powerhouse Publishing, 1998, pp56–85 
155 D. Gillard, Education in England: A Brief History, Education England, 2011, <http://www.education 
england.org.uk/history/>, accessed 4 May 2017 (Chapter 2, 1800–1860). 
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of the Anglican clergy and the UK parliament until the late 19th century. However, as 
early as 1792, some progressive women were beginning to agitate for better 
education.  
One such woman was Mary Wollstonecraft (1759–1797) who was inspired by the 
French Revolution (1789–1799) to develop an egalitarian ideal that men and women 
were equal and deserved equal rights and opportunities. This belief led her to write 
Vindication of the Rights of Women.156 Wollstonecraft challenged the closed-minded 
attitude that women’s intellect and ability were inferior to those of men and that 
women were different, which led to divisions in labour within the family unit and 
education. The divisions involved men entering the world of paid employment and 
women staying home to raise the family, look after the family’s morals and fulfil the 
nurturing role. Wollstonecraft’s writings superbly deconstructed the widely held 
conservative beliefs of what a ‘woman’ embodies, and calmly dismembered their 
hypocritical and contradictory messages. Wollstonecraft called for educational reform 
where girls would be educated at the same standard as boys and be offered the same 
opportunities. The outcome of the raised standard of education would be a happier 
household and society, because women would be able to fulfil their natural yearnings 
to contribute more usefully to their communities.157 
Another important publication that called for education and social reform, The Higher 
Education of Women, by feminist author Emily Davies (1830–1920). Davies argued that 
there should be no barriers to women entering universities if they wanted to. She 
pointed out that motherhood was not the only goal for women and that ‘Half the 
misery of life to women is caused by their having no specific end to follow’.158 It is 
impossible to say definitively whether Ina read any of these books but it is highly likely, 
given her interest in the subject. 
In a much later publication, Looking for Rose Paterson, author Jennifer Gall (2017) 
superbly exemplified the struggles faced by Rose Isabella Patterson (née Barton) 
 
156 Mary Wollstonecraft (1759–1797), who was inspired by the French Revolution (1789–1799), wrote 
Vindication of the Rights of Women (1792). 
157 Wollstonecraft, op. cit., <http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/3420>, accessed 2 January 2016, 14 
December 2018. 
158 E. Davies, Higher Education of Women [1866], with an introduction by J. Howarth, Hambledon Press, 
London, 1988, p. xxvii. 
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(1844–1893), mother of Australian poet Andrew Barton (Banjo) Patterson (1864-
1941). Rose bemoaned in letters to her younger sister Nora159 the difficulty of being 
financially dependent on her husband, ‘weary of the seemingly endless cycle of 
pregnancy and childbirth’160 and regularly left to rear seven children by herself on the 
isolated property ‘Illalong’ in NSW, near Yass. Gall summed up Rose’s beliefs very 
succinctly, ‘Education, Rose believed, was insurance against poverty and loss of 
independence-for daughter as well as sons’.161Ina’s mother Anne Higgins also valued 
education but when it came time to think about sending Henry to university in Ireland, 
the family budget hindered this goal.162 It enabled women to become employable, and 
the economic independence gained via jobs such as teaching and nursing was a way to 
become independent from men – a tenet advocated by the Suffragists.  
 
Figure 3.10: Presbyterian Ladies College, Albert Street, East Melbourne, c.1875–1880. 
Reproduced with the permission of the State Library of Victoria H31510/46. Photographer: 
unknown. 
 
159 Nora Clarina Murray-Prior (née Barton) (1846–1931) had eight children plus step-children 
160 J. Gall, Looking for Rose Patterson: How Family Bush Life Nurtured Banjo the Poet, National Library 
Australia, Canberra, 2017, p. 76. 
161 ibid., p. 146. 
162 J. Rickard, H.B. Higgins: The Rebel as Judge, George Allen & Unwin, Sydney, 1984, p. 11. 
 
68 
 
Fitzpatrick, in PLC Melbourne: The First Century, 1875–1975, discussed 
Wollstonecraft’s and Davies’ influence in the foundations of the school. There also 
seem to be subtle influences of Wollstonecraft’s and Davies’ arguments in Ina’s article 
entitled ‘Women in Horticulture’ in the Centenary Gift Book, a publication co-edited by 
Nettie Palmer. 
Many of the non-conformist religions in the UK, such as the Presbyterians, Methodists 
and Wesleyans, valued education for both boys and girls. Five years after Ina and Anna 
arrived in Melbourne, the Presbyterians established a Ladies’ College that opened in 
1875 on the former site of the Dallas Brooks Hall (recently demolished) in Albert Street, 
East Melbourne. The Presbyterian Ladies College was not a ‘finishing school’: it 
consciously sought to educate girls with the same serious pedagogy that boys received 
at Melbourne Grammar School and Scotch College.163 Ina and Anna were foundation 
students of the school.  
Ina matriculated in October 1878, gaining a ‘Pass’. This grade is recorded on her 
student record, Matriculation Roll no. 1490, held in the University of Melbourne 
Archives.  
 
163Tregenza, J.,M., ‘Pearson, Charles Henry (1830-1894)’, Australian Dictionary of Biography, National 
Centre of Biography, Australian National University, < http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/pearson-
charles-henry-4382>, accessed 9 September 2016.  
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Figure 3.11: Ina Higgins’ Matriculation results, 1878. 
Reproduced with the permission of the University of Melbourne Archives. 
Two histories about PLC were consulted, The Ladies Came to Stay: A Study of the 
Education of Girls at the Presbyterian Ladies College Melbourne 1875–1960, by author 
Marion Reid and PLC Melbourne: The First Century 1875–1975 by historian Kathleen 
Fitzpatrick, to assess if there were any entries regarding Ina. Chapter 12 in The Ladies 
Came to Stay, entitled ‘New Paths: Medicine–Science–Law–Politics–Librarianship–
Sport–Pioneers, etc.’, detailed the success of many of the early students. It includes an 
excellent description of Ina’s achievements. Reid writes, ‘Miss Georgina (‘Ina’) Higgins 
(1875) was a pioneer in her chosen career. Her first plans were to become an artist, but 
she found another expression for her love of colour and design’.164 Reid goes on to state 
‘for she was of the first women in this country to take up landscape gardening, a work 
which she continued during the whole of her professional life’.165 In contrast, PLC 
Melbourne overlooks Ina Higgins, mentioning only Anna Higgins and Nettie Palmer. 
 
164 Reid, M., no date, The Ladies Came to Stay: A Study of the Education of Girls at the Presbyterian 
Ladies’ College Melbourne 1875–1960, Council of the Presbyterian Ladies College, Melbourne, 
p. 197. 
165 ibid. 
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Fitzpatrick provided an excellent description of Presbyterian beliefs about the 
education of girls and how these resulted in the formation of Presbyterian Ladies 
College. Fitzpatrick quoted Emily Davies, the English education reformer, and 
demonstrated that Davies’ writings were quite influential in encouraging the 
Presbyterians to establish the school.166  
Fitzpatrick also discussed the contribution of Charles Henry Pearson (1830–1894), an 
English educationist and first Principal of Presbyterian Ladies College. Pearson believed 
in equal education for men and women. In early 1877, Pearson was implicated in a 
scandal due to his alignment with Communist ideals and was asked to resign from the 
school. Pearson made two attempts to be elected to the colonial Victorian parliament. 
On his second, successful attempt in 1878 he became a Victorian Legislative Assembly 
member for the Lower House seat of Castlemaine. Pearson was an ardent supporter 
of women entering university and during his time in politics worked hard on 
constitutional reform, including an Act to amend the constitution of the University of 
Melbourne, to guarantee women equal right of entry. The passage of Victorian Act no. 
DCXCI, An Act to Amend the Law relating to the University of Melbourne 1881 enabled 
women to sit Matriculation exams and allowed them entry into the University of 
Melbourne. Ina’s sister Anna was one of the first women beneficiaries of Pearson’s 
work, enabling her entry to studies at The University of Melbourne.167 
Theobald, in Knowing Women: Origins of Women’s Education in Nineteenth-century 
Australia, provided a revealing insight into the prevailing views of women at the time 
and explained Bishop Charles Perry’s (1807–1891) opposition to admitting women to 
the University. Perry was the inaugural Anglican Bishop (1848–1876) for Melbourne 
and a foundation member of the University Council. Fortunately, Bishop Perry was 
absent when the University Senate passed a resolution to allow women students, in 
1872. Bishop Perry wrote a letter to The Argus in August 1872, expressing his 
conservative views on the education of women, which underpinned what women were 
taught in the 19th century. He tapped into the deeply held views of the relationship of 
 
166 K. Fitzpatrick, PLC Melbourne: The First Century, 1875–1975, Presbyterian Ladies College, Melbourne, 
1975, p. 26. 
167 J. Tregenza, ‘Pearson, Charles Henry (1830–1894)’, Australian Dictionary of Biography, 1974, 
<http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/pearson-charles-henry-4382/text7133>, accessed 9 September 
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woman to man, that her function ‘was to become a wife and mother, and the single 
woman was to be regarded as “exceptional and unnatural”’.168 He believed that 
women’s physical and intellectual characteristics were different from those of men, 
that imitating men by engaging in sport, professional employment and studies would 
be degrading and that women were distinguished from men by the delicacy of their 
brain and other parts of their body. He argued that women’s education should be 
designed to suit the female character, as he conceived it.169 Bishop Perry’s narrow-
minded arguments about women highlighted the prejudices being challenged by 
Davies, Wollstonecraft and the Suffragists. 
Among progressive women, Bishop Perry’s view quite likely ‘raised their hackles’ and 
increased their resolve to fight against such sexist attitudes.170 As Australian women of 
the 1870s and 1880s gained access to better educational opportunities, they began to 
demand the vote – and Ina became a passionate advocate. In 1998, in a thoughtful and 
insightful article entitled ‘Horticulture for Women: A Foreword to the History of 
Australian Women Garden Designers’, Wilken rightly tied together ‘the struggle for 
universal suffrage and the admission of women students to formal horticultural 
education in Victoria’.171 Wilken noted that women not only had to fight for many 
decades to get the vote, but they also had to doggedly fight for ‘the right to gain 
admission to Burnley’.172 But Wilken failed to give Ina the credit she was due as a 
pioneering female student, and instead gave it to Goldstein. The difficulty of women 
gaining admission to Burnley is discussed further in Chapter 5.  
Goldstein was the owner and editor of the monthly Melbourne-based Australian 
Woman’s Sphere journal. In December 1900, she published an article entitled 
‘Horticulture for Women’, whose author used ‘Trefoil’ as a pseudonym.173 This raised 
the question of whether Ina was ‘Trefoil’; a possibility indicated by several grammatical 
similarities in the language used in the 1900 article and by Ina in articles published later 
 
168 M. Theobald, Knowing Women: Origins of Women’s Education in Nineteenth-century Australia, 
Cambridge University Press, Melbourne, 1996, p. 11. 
169 ibid., pp. 10, 11. 
170 ibid., pp. 11, 12. 
171 R. Wilken, ‘Horticulture for Women: A Foreword to the History of Australian Women Garden 
Designers’, Australian Garden History Journal, vol. 9, no. 5, 1998, pp. 6–8. 
172 ibid., p. 6. 
173 The identity of ‘Trefoil’ remains unknown. Several newspaper journalists were consulted during this 
author’s search for the identity, without success.  
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under her name. Despite extensive investigations by this author, the identity of 
‘Trefoil’ has not been established and it cannot be conclusively stated that Ina wrote 
under that pseudonym. ‘Trefoil’ argued that women had an excellent temperament for 
horticulture and could make a valuable contribution to the industry. Ina made the 
same observation in subsequent articles published under her name (see Appendix 6). 
Interestingly, ‘Trefoil’ made no reference to the Fourth Report of Royal Commission on 
Technical Education (1900), commissioned by the colonial Victorian government to 
assess trends in agriculture and horticulture in England, Europe and North America and 
suggest their application in Victoria. The Report gave Burnley a favourable write-up 
and held that increasing its resources would improve the education of young men in 
the agricultural and horticultural industries. There is nothing in the Report about 
training women in rural industries, nor anything about the women students who had 
been enrolled at Burnley since 1899.  
Ina Higgins’ life-line 
Table 3.1 is a chronology of some events in Ina’s life. 
Table 3.1: Ina Higgins’ life-line  
Ireland 
1860  Ina Higgins born, Fermoy, County Cork (12 September) 
1869 Ina’s oldest brother James dies of consumption  
Australia 
February 1870  Arrives in Victoria 
October 1870 Father arrives 
Family lives in Carlton 
1875 Foundation student, Presbyterian Ladies College 
1878 Sat Matriculation at The University of Melbourne 
1889–1890 Family moves to ‘Killenna’, 15 Sorrett Avenue, Malvern. Lives there on 
and off for the rest of her life 
May have taught at Presbyterian Ladies College 
c.1880–1890 After matriculating (1878) wants to be artist 
Possibly works as a governess but unable to confirm this  
1891 Signs Women’s Suffrage Petition  
1894 United Council for Woman Suffrage, Ina on Parliamentary and 
Literature Committees  
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1894 Honorary Secretary, United Council for Woman Suffrage 
1896 Honorary Secretary, Richmond Club for Working Girls  
1899 Intermittent representative for Malvern Women’s Progressive League 
(Suffrage) to the United Council 
1899 Ina Higgins and Henrietta Irvine are elected to the Malvern Board of 
Advice; a body advising the municipal council on local matters 
c.1897/98 Approaches Charles Luffman, then Principal at Burnley School of 
Horticulture, regarding admission of women as students. Minister of 
Agriculture agrees 
1899–1901 Attends Burnley School of Horticulture 
1900 Executive Committee member, United Council for Woman Suffrage 
1902 Graduates from Burnley with Diploma of Horticulture 
1903–1929 Designs and worked in garden at ‘Heronswood’ 
1905 Designs garden at unknown property in Mt Martha  
1906–1907 Designs garden at Talbot Epileptic Colony  
1907 Honorary Secretary, Exhibition of Women’s Work  
1908 Overseas with the Talbot family in England, France, Italy and 
Switzerland. Visited art galleries and gardens 
1909  Ina in Ireland visits St. John Cathedral in Limerick  
1909 Designs garden of Mr and Mrs Hector MacDonald, 146 Toorak Road 
West, South Yarra  
1909 Secretary, Victoria League 
1910 Katherine Susannah Prichard interviews Ina 
1911 Designs garden at ‘Hethersett’ 
1913 Women’s National Council (22 November) 
Treasurer, Women’s Political Association 
Article ‘Horticulture for Women’ published in The Argus (December) 
1914 Designs garden at ‘Ardmore’  
1914–1915 Wade/Griffin of the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Trust invite Ina to assist 
with advice for the street planting in the New South Wales towns of 
Griffith and Leeton  
1914/15–1918 Ina becomes good friends with Marion Griffin.  
1915 Pro tem Secretary, Mordialloc Rural Women’s Farm (March) 
Red Cross Executive Committee member, helping to organise an 
auction of articles to raise money for the Red Cross, with Lady 
Creswell and Miss Syme  
Honorary Treasurer, Women’s Labor Bureau  
Women’s Peace Army based at the offices of the Women’s Political 
Association (unclear when she joins and when she unsubscribes) 
1915–1919 Horticultural Instructress, Mordialloc Rural Women’s Farm  
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1915–1918 Patroness, Women’s Horticultural Association of Victoria 
1920s Attends Victoria League meetings  
1926 Supervisor, women’s classes at Dookie Agricultural College 
Gives out prizes at Girls’ Clubs competition (The Argus, September) 
1927 Attends meeting of International Women’s League for Peace and 
Freedom (The Argus, March) 
1920–1932 
Intermittently, lives with brother George and his wife Beatrice at 504 
Punt Hill, South Yarra 
1931 Winter trip to Caloundra in Queensland (to visit niece Nettie and her 
husband Vance), Sydney and Canberra 
1933 Attends Malvern Horticultural Society Show as a visitor  
Attends women’s art exhibitions 
Attends lecture by Dr Charles Strong on peace (July) 
Attends peace meeting (October) 
Attends as a guest a garden party for Burnley Student Association 
Gardens at ‘Killenna’, with help 
Provides horticultural advice to Sir J. Grice  
Lends book to Tom Parramore, future Principal of Ryde Horticultural 
College in NSW 
1934 Contributes article ‘Women and Horticulture’ to Centenary Gift Book 
1934–1935 Council member, Talbot Epileptic Colony  
1933–1934, 1936, 
1938 
Attends Talbot Epileptic Colony annual meetings 
1948  Dies aged 88 (26 October) 
Ina is buried in family plot in St Kilda cemetery  
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Map 3.1: Places frequented by Ina Higgins.  
Created by Sam Maher, 2018. 
The above map showed the places the Ina frequented the most in the city of Melbourne. She did 
not drive, so Ina would have walked, caught the tram or train.  
Conclusion 
The intention stated in Chapter 1 was to collect as much information as possible on Ina 
Higgins. Chapter 3 has continued to gather archival material from libraries, books and 
journal articles to expand our understanding of the character and personality of Ina. 
One of the chapter’s aims was to understand the influence of Reverend Higgins’ 
religious beliefs on Ina’s character, and that of the Wesleyan belief in education for 
women. It included Ina’s University of Melbourne Matriculation results, and a personal 
letter from John Higgins which showed a loving and interested father, supportive of 
her educational opportunity at the new ladies’ school, PLC. Importantly, this chapter 
discussed the influence of Mary Wollstonecraft and Emily Davies’ very powerful 
critique on the position of women in in society during the 19th century. The belief that 
women should be educated to the same level as men was one of the foundations on 
which PLC was based when it opened its doors in 1875. Sadly, this chapter shows that 
25 years later very little had changed – the continuing male bias of the agricultural and 
horticultural professions is shown in the Fourth Report of Royal Commission on 
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Technical Education of 1900. The report made no mention of educational possibilities 
for women in horticulture. It was also noticeable in the literature that there was more 
information published about Ina’s older brother Henry than about her. The lack of 
widespread support for women’s study and independent professional careers makes 
Ina’s perseverance and successful design work all the more impressive. 
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Chapter 4 Political, Economic and Social Context in 
Victoria, 1870–1920 
 
 
 
Figure 4.1: The Victorian Suffrage Movement ‘Monster Petition’, 1891. 
Reproduced with permission of the Public Records Office of Victoria VPRS 3253/PO, Unit 851. 
Photographer: Laura Daniele, PRO Victoria. 
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Ina’s niece Nettie Palmer remembered Suffragist meetings being held in the drawing 
room of ‘Killenna’. Recalling that one of the attendees wore pansies (in a hat?), she 
wrote: 
‘“The Movement needs more blood and thunder”. Grandmother 
disapproved.’ 
Source: D. Jordan, ‘Nettie Palmer: Australian Women and Writing, 1885–1925’, PhD thesis, 
University of Melbourne, 1982, p. 53.  
Introduction  
Chapter 4 sets out the political, economic and social context of colonial Victoria that 
existed when Ina and her family disembarked at Port Melbourne on a warm February 
day in 1870. This was a land completely different from the country they had left; 
Australia was not a nation yet but was working towards nationhood. It was an exciting 
time to be alive, with new industrial technologies threatening and breaking down the 
traditional division between men’s and women’s labour. Women were beginning to 
demand universal suffrage and better educational opportunities. As an adult, Ina 
joined the Victorian Suffragist movement, signed the Victorian Suffrage Movement 
‘Monster Petition’ and was interested in politics of the day, aligning herself with 
socialism. This new country gave the Higgins children opportunities they would never 
have had in Ireland.  
At the time, Melbourne was still experiencing the benefits of the discovery of gold in 
1851. Its economic buoyance allowed immigrants the opportunity to shape their new 
society into a fairer and more equitable place than those in their homelands of Prussia, 
England, Ireland or Scotland. These migrants did not want to re-create the restrictive 
‘olde world’ class system of the UK or continental Europe. They wanted a new 
beginning, with opportunities to succeed. Australia was able to offer these. In 1870, 
Melbourne accommodated an estimated population of 207,000.174 As the Higgins 
family became established, they built an amazing network of family, friends, colleagues 
 
174 P. McDonald, Emelbourne: The City Past and Present, Demography, School of Historical & 
Philosophical Studies, The University of Melbourne, 2008, 
<http://www.emelbourne.net.au/biogs/EM00455b.htm>, accessed 12 April 2018. 
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and acquaintances during the 1870s to 1890s. Many were involved in the same causes 
as Ina. 
Part of Victoria’s political maturation included the rise of the Women’s Suffragist 
Movement in the 1880s. This chapter explains how the Suffragist movement evolved 
in Victoria, the link between suffrage politics and horticultural education in Victoria, 
and Ina’s involvement in both. This thesis can offer only a brief outline of the 
Suffragists’ concern with economics, increased poverty and the widespread despair 
that followed the 1890s Depression. 
Economics of Victoria  
In Australia, the 1870s was a time of change. The colonies were changing from 
predominantly rural economies to industrial capitalist economies. New rail 
infrastructure was being built and opening up the country landscape, offering small 
land-holders the opportunity to try their luck on the land. Discourses proposed uniting 
the separate colonies under one flag of Federation. Manufacturing became the new 
employer, offering the working-class better wages and more free time than did 
domestic service. Working women formed part of this equation, especially as they 
could be employed for lower pay than a man. In the 1880s, the number of paid women 
workers doubled. In 1891, in NSW, one in six workers were women and in Victoria, one 
in five workers were women.175  
According to Markey, female labour, especially cheap labour, was an essential 
ingredient for Victorian capitalists to increase their wealth. Women were paid less 
because their position was considered temporary, as they were expected to marry and 
leave work. Women were not considered the main breadwinner because that was a 
‘male’ position, even if they were in fact the main breadwinner. Conditions in factories 
at the time were appalling, involving long hours, stifling heat and sometimes the death 
of a worker.176  
 
175 R. Markey, ‘Women and Labour, 1880–1900’ in E. Windschuttle (ed.), Women, Class and History: 
Feminist Perspectives on Australia 1788–1978, Fontana/Collins, Sydney, 1980, p. 84. 
176 ibid., p. 91. 
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Politics in Australia 
Brett wrote in The Enigmatic Mr Deakin that ‘Melbourne in the 1870s had a small but 
vibrant intellectual life’.177 The Higgins’ arrived at a continent comprising six individual 
colonies, each governed by an elected Lower House and Upper House, except for 
Queensland which was essentially still a Crown governed colony. Each colony was 
introspective, interested only in local issues of economics, social issues, taxation, 
tariffs, railways and the telegraph. 
Historical perspective of politics in Victoria  
Political parties were not formally established in Victoria until the 1890s.178 Before 
then, elected representatives grouped together into temporary coalitions or factions. 
The change from factional to party politics, and the subsequent evolution of political 
parties, significantly altered the character of the Parliament of Victoria. Those elected 
were often land reformers, farmers, unionists and religious group representatives. In 
the late 1890s a group of trade unionists banded together and formed the Australian 
Labor Party.179 Figure 4.2 illustrates the development of political parties in Victoria. 
Usually, a government was not ruled by a single governing party. Rather, there were 
temporary alliances among groups with similar interests.180 This meant that individuals 
could easily swap political allegiance, often causing weekly instability in many 
governments. Brett described the political scene in Victoria as intense and 
complicated, often with two opposing factions. One comprised the conservatives, 
namely squatters, bankers and merchants, supported by The Argus daily newspaper. 
On the Liberal side (not the conservative Liberal Party that we know today) were small 
farmers, shopkeepers and workingmen, supported by The Age daily newspaper. The 
conservative numbers generally controlled the Upper House (Legislative Council), and 
the Liberal numbers generally controlled the Lower House (Legislative Assembly).181  
 
 
177 J. Brett, The Enigmatic Mr Deakin, Text Publishing, Melbourne, 2017, p. 48. 
178 ibid., p. 48. 
179 ibid., p. 289. 
180 Ibid., p. 48. 
181 ibid., p. 48. 
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Figure 4.2: Evolution of Victoria’s political parties and Parliament. 
Reproduced with permission of the website: Victoria Political Parties and the Parliament, 
<https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/about/the-parliamentary-system/parties-aamp-
factions#Historical>. 
To make political matters messier, the factions did not divide cleanly in their support 
of protectionism or free trade but were mixed together, causing great volatility. 
Victoria was predominantly a protectionist colony that imposed high tariffs on 
imported goods to protect locally produced industries from inter-colony and overseas 
competition. The colonies of South Australia and New South Wales were 
predominantly free trade colonies that hosted low tariffs on local goods to encourage 
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trade from everywhere.182 Rickard highlighted the precarious position of the colonial 
Victorian government with politicians like Henry Higgins, who supported free trade, 
swapping sides. Henry ‘in the strict sense, never converted to Protection at all; rather, 
he simply adapted his politics to what was, in the nineties, the established fiscal policy 
of the colony’.183 
In A Colonial Liberalism: The Lost World of Three Victorian Visionaries, Macintyre 
explained the context of 19th-century politics in Victoria and offered an excellent 
insight into three prominent visionaries who shaped the colonial Victorian political 
environment and sought to create a fairer and equal society. One was George 
Higinbotham (1826–1892), free trader, politician and first Chief Justice of Victoria. 
Higinbotham nominated Henry Higgins’ admission to the Victorian Bar.184 David Syme 
(1827–1908) was another, a protectionist and newspaper proprietor of The Age. His 
two sons were tutored by Henry.185 Charles Pearson (1830–1894), founder of The 
University of Melbourne Debating Society, of which Henry was a member, 186 Principal 
of Presbyterian Ladies College and Victorian politician, was the third key personage. 
The strength of Macintyre’s analysis lay in its demonstration of the fluidity of the 
Victorian political scene, highlighting how easily male political representatives could 
be ‘bought’ to change their vote, thus swinging from being protectionist to free trader 
depending on what they were offered to secure their vote. 
Although Henry Higgins is not included as one of Macintyre’s individual studies, he is 
regularly referenced in the chapters. It is unknown whether Ina met George 
Higinbotham or David Syme, socially or at Higgins family gatherings, but she would 
have known Pearson because he was Principal of Presbyterian Ladies College, the 
school she attended. 
Richardson’s Family Experiments: Middle-class, Professional Families in Australia and 
New Zealand c.1880–1920 does include discussion about the Higgins family. 
 
182 T. Court, Political Parties and Australian Federation, 2011, <http://australia-day-and-
night.blogspot.com.au/2011/06/political-parties-and-australian.html#!/2011/06/political-parties-
and-australian.html>, accessed 30 January 2017. 
183 Rickard, op. cit., p. 63. 
184 S. Macintyre, A Colonial Liberalism: The Lost World of Three Victorian Visionaries, Oxford University 
Press, Melbourne, 1991, p. 3. 
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186 Rickard, op. cit., p. 62. 
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Richardson made a very important point when outlining why the Higgins family’s 
experiences were different from those of other immigrants, ‘namely, that in Australia 
they constructed the middle-class professional family that in Ireland had remained a 
thwarted aspiration’.187 Richardson specifically mentioned Ina, but her discussion did 
not include Ina’s political views and their impact upon her family.  
Henry and Ina were both concerned with providing people with the means to improve 
themselves and rise above disadvantage. At the end of the 19th century in Victoria, 
there was very little government welfare. The unemployed, sick and poor experienced 
poverty, misery and disease if they had no family support. Families relied on churches, 
charities and other socially aware organisations for food, clothes or money. Slums 
emerged in the Melbourne suburbs of Collingwood and Richmond, among others, and 
the Higgins family was no stranger to financial struggles or these harsh suburbs.  
According to Carr, the Higgins’ brought with them their Methodist/Wesleyan traditions 
that held that salvation could be achieved through thrift, hard work and self-
improvement. As Wesleyans, they were considered different from the established 
socially conservative Anglicans and the Calvinism of the Presbyterians.188 The 
Wesleyan difference lay in their belief in ‘good works, the perfectibility of man, the 
equality of man and woman, education for both sexes and personal sacrifice for the 
common good’.189 Articles in the Melbourne daily newspapers The Age and The Argus 
recorded that Ina carried these beliefs throughout her life, as shown in her 
involvement in many different organisations including the Queen Victoria Hospital190 
and the Women’s Horticultural Association of Victoria. 
Table 4.1 lists 17 organisations to which Ina is known to have belonged. There could 
be more that the author does not know about. Most of these were identified from 
articles in the newspapers of the day. 
 
 
187 Richardson, op. cit., p. 159. 
188 Carr, op. cit., p. 13. 
189 ibid., p. x. 
190 Anonymous, ’Hospital for Women’, The Argus, 20 March 1897, p. 7. 
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Table 4.1: Organisations to which Ina belonged, 1890–1926 
1890–91: United Council for Women Suffrage – Honorary Secretary 
1894: Parliamentary and Literature Committee, United Council for Women Suffrage  
1896: Honorary Secretary, Provisional Committee for the Richmond Working Girls Club 
1899: Elected to the Malvern Board of Advice, a body that advised the municipal council 
on local matters 
1890s: Intermittent representative for the Malvern Women’s Progressive League 
(Suffrage) to the United Council (Palmer 1999, p. 22) 
1900: Member of the Executive Committee, United Council for Women Suffrage 
1907: Secretary, of the State Organising Committee of the Women’s Work Exhibition 
1909: Secretary, Victoria League 
1909: Invited by the Council of the Arts and Crafts Society to tea at Government House 
1913: Member, Women’s National Council  
1913: Treasurer, Women’s Political Association 
1913: Member, Women’s Peace Army 
1915: Honorary Treasurer, Women’s Labour Bureau, organised to collect furniture to 
auction to raise money for Red Cross  
1915: Member of an executive committee organised to collect furniture to auction to 
raise money for Red Cross  
c.1916–1918: Patroness, Women’s Horticultural Association of Victoria 
c.1916–1918: Member, Sisterhood of International Peace 
1926: Involved in a Girls Club competition for flower-growing and arrangement 
Source: Compiled from primary sources by Sandra Pullman. 
By the 1880s the Higgins family had established itself through Henry, George and 
Samuel going to the University of Melbourne and thereafter becoming successful 
professionals. This success flowed on to Ina and Anna, foundation students at 
Presbyterian Ladies College. The ‘olde world’ ways were changing, scientific discovery 
was challenging the religious belief that God created the world, women were 
demanding the vote and feminism was arguing for equality and better opportunities 
for women. A state-run education system in Victoria was developing for the masses 
and new political, social and religious ideologies were arriving from England, Scotland, 
Prussia and Ireland about the same time the Higgins’ landed in Melbourne. Better 
education opportunities for Ina and Henry allowed them to broaden their views of the 
world, each with their own perspective. Ina did not follow her mother’s, father’s or 
Henry’s beliefs, but created her own values in becoming a social feminist, vegetarian, 
pacifist and Christian Scientist.  
85 
 
Perhaps surprisingly, social feminism and the tenets of Wesleyanism were 
philosophically similar in their aim of seeking to improve the lives of women and the 
working class. Social feminists believed that women should have equal rights, the 
ability to vote and the same education opportunities as men. They also believed in 
sharing the benefits and profits of success with everyone, which would help mitigate 
poverty and lessen starvation. Social feminism argued that female inequality was due 
to capitalism and patriarchy; women could not vote, own property once married or file 
for divorce. Women also had no rights to their children or their own bodies. 
Empowering women meant that they were free of being chained emotionally, socially 
and financially to their husbands, brothers or fathers. Social feminists argued that 
women wanted to control their own lives.191 
While Jordan argued that Ina was a socialist feminist, there is no evidence that Ina was 
a paid-up member of any socialist parties. Rickard confirmed that Ina was interested 
in socialism, based on the fact that Nettie passed on to Ina her copy of the radical 
Labour Solidarity (c.1907). Ina then prodded Henry to read it as ‘it gave one an idea of 
what the workers were aiming at, namely, “the control of their industries”’.192 In 
Melbourne’s middle-class circles during this era, being a socialist was considered 
radical. As Rickard stressed several times, Ina was very protective of Henry’s 
reputation.193 This may explain why she ‘did not take to the streets with placards’;194 
the risk of being arrested could bring unwanted publicity to her family, be published in 
the press and thus cause Henry professional embarrassment. However, there is no 
information in the Palmer or Higgins family papers to reveal how Ina managed to be 
true to her beliefs. 
Melbourne during the 1870s was a time of optimism, growth and prosperity; 
developing an industrial economy and with booming land speculation in the outer 
suburbs. Land speculators were agitating for the building of railway lines to connect 
 
191 Graff, H., A Very Short Summary of Socialist Feminist Theory and Practise, Oakton Community College, 
<https://www.oakton.edu/user/2/hgraff/WGSSummarySocialistlFeminism.html>, 26 January, 2012, 
accessed 15 October, 2016. Please note: The author realises that according to Graff, Socialist 
Feminists arose in the 1960 but the author uses this term because Feminist Historian Deborah Jordan 
uses the term to describe Ina Higgins, in her article ‘Women’s Time’, p. 301.  
192 Rickard, op. cit., p. 243. 
193 Ibid., p. 293. 
194 Jordan, ‘Women’s Time’, op. cit., p. 302. 
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these outer suburbs and increase their appeal to the land-hungry public. By the end of 
the 1870s Henry, George and Samuel had graduated from the University of Melbourne 
and were starting to proposer financially. The ‘land boom’ was in full swing by the 
1880s and Melbourne was increasingly known as ‘Marvellous Melbourne’, with money 
being splashed around. But the boom could not last forever, and by 1891 Depression 
hit. The Higgins’ weathered this financial crash reasonably well,195 but many 
Melbourne families did not. Huge fortunes were lost, plunging people from all strata 
of society into unemployment and poverty. 
New radical political ideologies of liberalism and socialism arrived from England in the 
1870s.196 Both colonial liberalism and socialism had the aim of distributing wealth more 
evenly, to improve people’s lives but in completely different ways.  
Henry believed in the philosophies of liberalism, which in Australia was known as 
‘Colonial Liberalism’. It was an ideology that believed in bringing about change through 
the democratic process and governing for all people, not just the wealthy and 
privileged upper classes, while still maintaining law and order. At the time, employers, 
businessmen and land owners had the power of setting workers’ wages because there 
were no minimum wage laws. Henry was one of four key Victorian men – the others 
being George Higinbotham, Charles Pearson and Alfred Deakin197 – who based their 
parliamentary and public service careers on moulding Australia’s industrial laws to be 
fair and just for workers while maintaining the power and influence of the owners.  
Socialism, on the other hand, wanted to improve workers’ lives and also wanted to 
break the stranglehold employers had over the distribution of wealth. Socialism 
developed through the labour movement, and the Australian version evolved from the 
 
195 Richardson, S., Family Experiments: Middle-class Professional families in Australia and New Zealand, 
c.1880-1920, ANU Press, Canberra, 2016, <http://press-
files.anu.edu.au/downloads/press/n2087/pdf/ch04.pdf142-172>, accessed 27 January 2017, p.170. 
196 Socialism is where the state controls the means of production and has total control of the economy. 
In this context, the state should provide services like housing, education and health care to help 
uplift the poor and remove inequality. Liberalism holds that change can be brought about through 
the democratic process that governments can solve all problems and that government needs to 
control the economy and private institutions that will uplift its citizens, improve the lives of its poor 
and remove the inequality of the different classes in society. 
<http://www.differencebetween.net/miscellaneous/politics/difference-between-socialism-and-
liberalism/>, accessed 8 February 2016. 
197 George Higginbotham mentored Deakin. Pearson stated a debating club at The University of 
Melbourne where Deakin and Higgins first met Pearson. Macintyre, op. cit., p. 5. 
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English model that swept through Australia at the end of 1880s into the 1890s. The 
labour force demanded better wages, better working hours and conditions, and caused 
industrial chaos for many employers via strikes.198  
There are different types of socialism and it is not known what type Ina supported, 
although an appraisal of her activities suggests it could have been Christian or modern 
socialism. The types were: 
1. State – the community owned the businesses and distributed the wealth; 
2. Municipal – local councils were responsible for housing, etc.; 
3. Christian – socialism based on Christian beliefs; and  
4.  Modern – socialism which involved a form of small-scale self-help co-operatives 
including the Women’s Rural Industries Co-Operative in Mordialloc, the 
Women’s Farm that Ina was involved in.199  
These new political possibilities made it an exciting time and offered the rare 
opportunity of helping to shape a new society. Ina grew up in a prosperous world, 
which quickly disappeared when the 1890s financial downturn set in. She appeared 
not to have to earn her living, because several sources say she was supported by her 
professional brother.200However, there are no surviving financial records to support 
this theory nor any documents explaining how she earned income, if any. It is an 
interesting contradiction that as a Suffragist Ina was fighting for female financial 
freedom yet perhaps relied on her brothers to finance her volunteer participation in 
her many social causes. 
What is known is that Ina converted ‘Killenna’ into flats in the 1920s, renting them out 
to ‘respectable ladies and gentlemen’, and that Henry left her a bequest of £4000 when 
 
198 Anonymous, (n.d.), Defining Moments, ALP Forms 1890–91: Depression and strikes; formation of 
the Labor Party, National Museum Australia, <https://www.nma.gov.au/defining-
moments/resources/alp-forms>, accessed 29 August, 2017. 
199 R. Coats, ‘Socialism Next Time’, Australian Left Review, 1985, p. 20. 
200 Richardson, S., Family Experiments: Middle-class Professional families in Australia and New Zealand, 
c.1880-1920, ANU Press, Canberra, 2016, <http://press-
files.anu.edu.au/downloads/press/n2087/pdf/ch04.pdf142-172>, accessed 27 January 2017, p. 205; 
Jordan, D., ‘Women’s Time: Ina Higgins, Nettie Palmer and Aileen Palmer’, Victorian Historical 
Journal, Vol. 79, No. 2, 2008, p. 310. 
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he died in 1929. Ina owned 20 acres (8 ha) in Greensborough, purchased in 1908, for 
£50, and in 1922 she purchased 2 acres (0.8 ha) in Emerald.  
Social life 
Ina wrote with asperity in her 1913 article ‘Horticulture for Women’ how she felt about 
sitting inside and doing genteel activities. She mentioned ‘nerves’, which is a distinct 
reference to feminist Davies’ 1866 book The Higher Education of Women in which 
Davies, as a part of the discussion on the benefits of education, discussed the numbing 
effect on a woman’s well-being of being restricted to the role of family nurturer: 
She will not talk of nerves for we know that any woman taking up even 
simple, amateur gardening has no time for nervous ailment, nor for 
wearying, frivolous pastimes. She could not sit for hours in a stuffy room 
playing bridge, or doing futile fancy work, while the sun and fresh air are 
drawing her to the beauty and joy to be found – or to be made by her – 
outside the house walls. 
Source: I. Higgins, ‘Horticulture for Women’, The Argus, 12 December 1913, p. 13. 
The 1880s were a time of optimism in Australia, and in September 1881 Ina turned 21 
and ‘came of age’. For a young well-educated woman, interested in helping others 
improve themselves, it was a significant time to challenging the established ways. 
Social change was beginning to swirl around her. For a young woman like Ina, there 
were not a lot of activities outside the family home – there were no sports clubs for 
women, nor was there a generally accepted ability to volunteer for social causes. It is 
evident that Ina desperately wanted to escape from the wearying rounds of visiting 
and tea-parties.201  
Ina became interested in social causes like helping the poor and women’s suffrage. Her 
contemporary Goldstein also wearied of vacuous dances and parties and, with her 
mother Isabelle, worked alongside the progressive Presbyterian minister Dr Charles 
Strong (1844–1942) who founded the Australian Church in 1885 based on the Christian 
social philosophy. Strong and other like-minded people tried to improve the lives of 
impoverished factory workers, the unemployed and anyone who was ill or unable to 
 
201 Higgins, ‘Women and Horticulture’, op. cit., p. 134. 
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work, through practical means such as education to learn a trade such as 
dressmaking.202 There are no references that verify whether Ina joined Vida and her 
mother Isabell Goldstein, but she would have been exposed to Dr Strong’s teachings 
and thus it would not be an unreasonable assumption that she did join the Goldsteins. 
Henrietta Augusta Dugdale (1827–1918) was one of Victoria’s pioneer Suffragists. In a 
letter published in April 1869 in The Argus under the pseudonym ‘Ada’, she wrote 
regarding ‘the Married Women’s Property Bill and spoke out in favor of equal justice 
for all women’.203 Dugdale, together with Annie Lowe (c.1828–1910), attracted other 
strong feisty women determined to secure women’s right to vote. They were not 
scared to question the status quo of Melbourne society, and believed that the most 
effective way to improve living conditions was for women to have the vote. Ina knew 
many of these women; some were friends, including Vida Goldstein, and others were 
acquaintances, including Suffragist Adela Pankhurst (1885–1916) whose mother 
Emmeline Pankhurst had sent her to Australia on a one-way ticket in 1914.204 
The newspapers of Melbourne evidenced Ina’s involvement in the Suffragist 
movement. Ina’s role was often Honorary Secretary or Treasurer for many different 
organisations, such as Treasurer of the Women’s Political Association, Women’s 
National Council in 1913 or Secretary of the Victoria League in 1909. In the 1890s, Ina 
was intermittently the representative for the Malvern Women’s Progressive League 
(Suffrage) to the United Council and often held local suburban branch meetings in the 
drawing room of ‘Killenna’.205 She collected money, clothes, sewing machines and used 
her home as a collection point for accepting donations. Unfortunately, there are no 
surviving records of letters, agendas or minutes of meetings she wrote from this time.  
Most of the published literature on the Victorian Suffragist movement failed to 
mention Ina. In the rare cases where she was mentioned, she rated only one or two 
lines. Ina was a behind-the-scenes person, despite holding quite powerful senior 
 
202 C.R. Badger, ‘Strong, Charles (1844–1942)', Australian Dictionary of Biography, 1976, 
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committee positions. She was overshadowed by more vocal women such as Adela 
Pankhurst and Cecelia John, and her significant administrative and policy contributions 
have not previously been recognised. 
From the 1880s until 1908, when Victorian women gained the vote, the political scene 
in Victoria became tense with the Suffragists’ continual pressure. Political 
temperatures and human emotions rose and fell due to the stalling tactics that elected 
parliamentarians used to prevent the passage of the Victorian Adult Suffrage Bill 
1908.206 
Ina’s first foray into the Melbourne-based Suffrage movement appeared to be through 
her involvement with the Women’s Suffrage Petition, known as the ‘Monster 
Petition’.207 The Petition was organised by the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union, 
which had arrived from the US in 1888. In 1891, the Temperance Union went door-to-
door all around Victoria and gathered nearly 30,000 signatures in support of women’s 
right to vote.208 Ina and her sister-in-law, Katie Higgins,209 were the only two women 
from the Higgins family who signed it.  
Victorian Suffragist Movement 
South Australia was the first colony in Australia to give female suffrage in 1893, 
although, ironically, it was Victoria that established the first Suffragist Society. In 1884 
Dugdale and Lowe established the Victorian Women’s Suffrage Society.210 But due to 
strenuous opposition by Victorian Premier Tommy Bent (Premier 1904–1909), 
Victorian women did not get the vote until 1908.  
Another member of the Suffrage Society was Brettena Smyth (1840–1898). Smyth was 
a staunch campaigner for women’s health reform and women’s political rights. She 
was an outspoken advocate of birth control devices as a way for women to control 
 
206 Chapter 5 – Onwards to Success 1884-1908, Women Working Together suffrage and onwards, 
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their fertility and caused the Suffrage Society to splinter over this issue.211 Smyth broke 
away from the Victorian Women’s Suffrage Society and formed the Australian 
Women’s Suffrage Society in 1888.212 The Women’s Christian Temperance Union  
arrived from the United States of America also in 1888 and merged with the Victorian 
Women’s Suffrage Society.213 
Annette Bear-Crawford (1853–1899), a feminist, was a leading force in the Victorian 
female suffrage struggle and a member of the Victorian Women’s Suffrage Society. In 
1894 she brought the Australian Women’s Suffrage Society, the Victorian Women’s 
Suffrage Society and Women’s Christian Temperance Union under one umbrella to 
form the Victorian Women’s Suffrage League.214 Ina was a member of the newly 
formed League, as was Goldstein’s brother-in-law Hyde Champion (1859–1928), who 
was on the Committee.215  
In 1894, Bear-Crawford was also involved in the formation of the corporate body, the 
United Council for Woman Suffrage. This amalgamation presented a united force, 
making it a much stronger organisation and better able to maintain pressure on the 
Victorian government.  
The United Council aims were:  
• to coordinate and amalgamate suffrage societies;  
• to lobby members of parliament and municipal councilors about women’s 
suffrage; 
• to educate the public about women's suffrage; and  
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92 
 
• to train women speakers to address meetings.216  
The United Council conducted extensive lobbying during the Victorian municipal 
elections in 1896 and the Commonwealth Constitutional Convention in Melbourne in 
1898. Two ordinary members were Isabelle and Vida Goldstein. Bear-Crawford became 
Vida’s ‘confidante and mentor’; when Bear-Crawford suddenly died in England in 1899, 
Vida was her ‘natural successor’.217 The timeline of events was unclear but it appeared 
that Vida and Ina agreed to take over the work of the United Council, and Vida became 
the United Council Melbourne leader until she resigned in 1901. Ina was the founding 
Honorary Secretary and from 1900 to 1908 was a member of the Executive 
Committee.218 
  
Figure 4.3: Vida Goldstein. 
Reproduced with the permission of the National Library of Australia, object no. 136682563. 
<http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-136682563/view>. Photographer: unknown. 
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Women’s Political Association 
Through the United Council, Goldstein started the Women’s Federal Political 
Association in 1903, subsequently renamed the Women’s Political Association of 
Victoria. The Women’s Political Association was formed to teach women how to vote, 
to improve the social and industrial conditions of women and their children. It was a 
non-party political organisation in which Ina served at different periods in different 
roles, including as Treasurer in 1913 and 1915. Goldstein ran as a non-party 
independent candidate for the Federal Parliament five times. She failed each time due 
to her independent status and, later, her pacifist views.219 
Many of the issues that concerned the Women’s Political Association, including votes 
for women, education, equal pay, unwanted pregnancies, sweatshop conditions, 
slavery, sexually transmitted diseases and rising food prices, were brought to the 
public’s attention through Goldstein’s journals Woman’s Sphere (1900–1905) and 
Woman Voter (1909–1919).  
Women’s Peace Army 
Goldstein also founded and was president of the Women’s Peace Army between 1915 
and 1919. The Women’s Peace Army head office was in the same building as the 
Women’s Political Association – 215 La Trobe Street, Melbourne.220 Other well-known 
members of the Women’s Peace Army included Adela Pankhurst, Cecilia John and Ina 
Higgins.221 The Women’s Peace Army was a pacifist organisation formed to combat the 
growing global shift towards war, through peaceful demonstrations and petitions to 
parliamentarians. It aimed to help those suffering due to the Great War. There were 
also Army branches in Sydney and Brisbane. 222  
The Women’s Peace Army was considered a radical socialist, anti-war organisation, 
completely antithetical to the Australian population’s widespread support for the War. 
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Goldstein’s journal Woman Voter faced strong displeasure from the Australian 
Government’s war censor because it dared to question the validity of Australia’s 
involvement in a foreign war. According to Bomford, ‘Vida was forbidden to indicate 
that the paper had been censored, so she published the Woman Voter with blank 
spaces where the material had been censored. The censor could not prohibit a blank 
space’.223 From research carried out by this author, it did not seem that Ina was 
included in this ‘enemy of the state’ scrutiny by the authorities.  
 
Figure 4.4: Bourke Street, Melbourne, 1917. 
Women’s Peace Army march for food and against rising prices.  
Reproduced with the permission of the website: V.N. Tintean, Australia and Ireland in the Bitter Year 
of 1917, <https://tintean.org.au/2017/12/06/australia-and-ireland-in-the-bitter-year-of-1917>; J. 
Harris, The Bitter Fight: A Pictorial History of the Australian Labor Movement, University of 
Queensland Press, Brisbane, 1970. Original picture: Sydney Mail, 29 August, 1917, ‘Women’s 
Demonstration in Melbourne led by Adela Pankhurst’.  
 
The Women’s Peace Army was also anti-conscription; its motto was ‘We war against 
war’. Goldstein was a regular orator at mass meetings on the bank of the Yarra River 
in Melbourne, where tens of thousands came to hear her message of pacifism, 
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socialism and feminism. In October 1916, the Women’s Peace Army organised a 
procession of demonstrators to walk from the Guild Hall to the Yarra Bank to listen to 
many different women speakers. It is estimated that there were 80,000 people at the 
event.224  
Goldstein persuaded the Women’s Political Association in 1915 to become a pacifist 
organisation, which caused it to fracture and lose many members. But many women 
who did not want to join the Women’s Political Association because of their political 
beliefs, were able to join the Women’s Peace Army.225  
Suffragists and horticultural education 
The 1899 article entitled ‘Gardening by Women’ by Ina was one of the few horticultural 
articles of the time that acknowledged the women’s movement. Its opening line was 
‘The “New Woman” has, during the past fortnight, developed in an entirely new 
direction’.226 The English Suffragettes understood the link between the right to vote 
and the right for a woman to choose a career.  
But in all Australian literature reviewed, this author only found one article, entitled 
‘Horticulture for Women: A Foreword to the History of Australian Women Garden 
Designers’ by academic Wilken, that discussed the link between the struggle for 
universal suffrage and horticultural education. The link between these two otherwise 
unconnected causes was the spirit of the struggle, ‘both struggles doggedly pursued 
the same reward: equal opportunity and the right for women to choose their own path 
in life whether it be in politics or horticulture’.227  
However, Wilken failed to mention Ina Higgins, the instigator of the struggle. This was 
a telling omission, especially as he acknowledged the benefits gained by the second 
group of Burnley women students – Olive Mellor, Emily Gibson and Edna Walling – 
from the efforts of the first group of women, who opened up horticultural education 
for women in Victoria.  
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225 P. Gowland, ‘The Women’s Peace Army’, in Windschuttle, op. cit., p. 217. 
226 Anonymous, ‘Gardening by Women’, The Australasian, 18 February 1899, p. 13. 
227 Wilken, op. cit., p. 7. 
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Conclusion 
Chapter 4 examined the economic, political and social scene of Victoria to set the 
context of what the Higgins family found when they arrived in 1870 – the colony’s 
political character was not fully established, the economy was heading into a 
depression, Ina did not enjoy the tea parties that were a primary form of social 
interaction, particularly for women, and she took advantage of exposure to broader 
opportunities outside the home. The chapter highlights some contributions by the 
Higgins family, which changed colonial life in Victoria. The economic ups and downs of 
the times led Ina and Henry to attempt to bring about change, via different paths. To 
understand their differences, the chapter briefly described Henry’s Colonial Liberalism 
and Ina’s Socialism. It outlined the history of the Suffragist movement, the Women’s 
Political Association and the Women’s Peace Army as they played a role in Ina’s 
transition from young woman to mature adult with independent thoughts, beliefs and 
desire for an independent career. 
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Chapter 5 History of the Burnley School of 
Horticulture, Richmond 
 
 
Figure 5.1: Main building, Burnley, 2018. 
Photograph: Sandra Pullman. 
 
Introduction 
… horticulture is one of the most natural outdoor occupations for women … 
… From a State point of view an interesting and inexpensive experiment has 
been made. 
C.B. Luffman, ‘Report of the Principal of the School of Horticulture: Field and Class Work’, Agricultural 
Journal of Victoria, vol. II, part 3, 1903, pp. 261, 262. 
Luffman wrote the above statements in his Annual Report to the state government as 
Principal of the Burnley School of Horticulture, responding to government political 
policy about women working. 
Chapter 5 is a contextual chapter about the Burnley School of Horticulture. It contains 
new knowledge discovered by the author, which adds considerably to the existing 
history of Burnley as an educational institution. One very important piece of evidence 
was found in the Burnley Archives, regarding pressure on the state government in 1911 
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to re-admit women as students. Ina had successfully lobbied in 1899 for their 
admission but 10 years later that right was revoked; Ina and others had to lobby again 
for the right to study. The chapter begins with the evolution of the English horticultural 
education system on which Burnley was based. In England, there was a strong 
connection between horticulture and the Women’s Suffrage Movement due to high 
unemployment among middle- and upper-class women. In Australia, the economic 
situation was different but Victoria looked towards and was influenced by England’s 
establishment of agricultural and horticultural colleges for men. The establishment of 
the Burnley School of Horticulture in 1891 is connected to the political and social 
changes happening at the end of the 19th century and its first Principal, Charles Bogue 
Luffman, was a strong influence on its pedagogy. The chapter includes new information 
including the names of the other women in Ina’s classes, the issue of women students 
being considered the cause of trouble at Burnley, and the feud between Charles Bogue 
Luffman and the government-appointed Horticultural Board of Burnley. 
The newspapers of the day also reported on the Victorian 1900 Royal Commission into 
Technical Education. This is included because the Commission made recommendations 
regarding the feud between Luffman and the Horticultural Board. It also discussed the 
improvement of horticultural education for males at Burnley but failed to recognise 
the benefits of advancing women’s horticultural education. This was contrary to 
contemporary reality both at Burnley and in England.  
The chapter concludes with new information ascertained through a comparative 
analysis of some of Ina Higgins’ peers. The comparative analysis examined the lives and 
work of six women and two men and it identified who carried on Ina’s role of 
promoting women in horticulture after she reduced her activism due to advancing 
years and deteriorating health. The comparative analysis is presented in Appendix 4. 
British horticulture and its influence in Australia 
The idea of educating farmers, land-owners and the rural working-class about rural 
management in England dated back to 1842 when a group of wealthy land-owners met 
at the farmers clubs of Fairford and Cirencester and floated the idea of an agricultural 
college. These land-owners were concerned with the lack of government support for 
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such education, especially as scientific discoveries and innovation had had a significant 
impact on English farming practices and understanding. 
The Royal Agricultural College opened its doors at Cirencester in 1845, with a Royal 
Charter from Queen Victoria. From its inception, it was staffed by men who were 
innovators and pioneers. They taught a change of farming practices from old-fashioned 
non-scientific methods to scientifically based animal husbandry practices and 
improved grain-growing practices via crop rotation and steam-powered mechanical 
equipment.228 
English horticultural colleges for women 
Swanley Horticultural College in Kent was the first dedicated horticultural college in 
England. Opening in 1889, it first admitted women in 1891. By 1902, the Directors of 
Swanley made the unprecedented decision to close the College to males and accept 
only women students. Swanley also established another precedent, structuring its 
syllabus to include science-based subjects. It thus increased the scientific knowledge 
of its graduates. 
Another famous women’s horticultural college in England was established by Frances 
Evelyn (‘Daisy’) Greville, Countess of Warwick (née Maynard). Lady Daisy Warwick 
(1861–1938) shocked English society by becoming interested in socialism, women’s 
education and employment. 
During the mid-1890s Lady Warwick established a women’s hostel at Reading College 
that trained middle-class women in a mixture of agricultural and horticultural activities 
such as dairying, market gardening, poultry-farming, bee-keeping, fruit-growing and 
horticulture. By 1903, Lady Warwick had decided to expand and established a college 
at the family castle ‘Studley’ in Warwickshire (see Figure 5.2). This college became 
known as Studley Horticultural & Agricultural College for Women.229 Burnley became 
 
228 Anonymous, (n.d), Royal Agricultural University History, Royal Agricultural University, 
<https://www.rau.ac.uk/about/organisation/history>, accessed 4 April 2017. 
229 E. Holland, Lady Warwick’s Horticultural & Agricultural College for Women, Edwardian Promenade, 
UK, 2007, <http://www.edwardianpromenade.com/education/lady-warwicks-horticultural-
agricultural-college-for-women/>, accessed 5 January 2014. Lady Warwick was one of the Prince of 
Wales’ mistresses; he later became King Edward VII. 
100 
 
Australia’s first dedicated institution to horticulture and Luffman’s Annual Report of 
1900 shows similar subjects to those taught in Britain.230  
 
Figure 5.2: Studley Agricultural College and grounds, c.1950. 
Reproduced with the permission of the Warwickshire County Records Office, England, 
PH352/175/116 Figure 5275. Photographer: unknown. 
In 1916, reflecting upon the Mordialloc Women’s Farm, Ina was quoted saying: 
… a farm that is designed to be the forerunner here of a hostel on the lines 
of the famous Warwick Farm in England. 
Anonymous, ‘Women Highly Successful as Gardeners’, Barrier Miner (NSW), 15 January 1916, p. 7. 
 
230 Luffman, C.B., Report by the Principal of the School of Horticulture, Victorian Department of 
Agriculture, 31 December, 1900, p. 5. 
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Figure 5.3: Studley Castle Horticulture College for Women, the garden, c.1910. 
Reproduced with the permission of the Warwickshire County Records Office, England, 
PH352/175/112 Figure 3070. Photographer: unknown. 
English author Way stated at the beginning of her excellent and often amusing book, 
Virgins, Weeders and Queens: A History of Women in the Garden, that if a person was 
of the nobility then the medieval garden ‘was a place to languish [romantic interludes] 
rather than labour’.231 But, to cottagers or those further down the class ladder, the 
garden was a place of labour rather than leisure. The only horticultural work available 
to working English women was ‘weeding’, with no opportunities available for 
promotion or further education.232 When the 1880s English agricultural depression 
deepened, working women were still ignored. North American author Optiz put 
forward in his article, ‘A Triumph of Brains over Brute: Women and Science at the 
Horticultural College Swanley, 1890–1910’, the theory that the deepening 1880s 
agricultural depression and the large number of unemployed single middle- and upper-
class women led the British government to try to lessen its impact by sponsoring 
horticultural education and research for both males and females.233 The financial 
situation in Victoria during the 1880s was completely the opposite – Melbourne was 
going through a land boom.234  
 
231 T. Way, Virgins Weeders and Queens: A History of Women in the Garden, Sutton Publishing, 
Gloucestershire, 2006, p. 6. 
232 ibid., p. 6. 
233 D. Optiz, ‘A Triumph of Brains over Brute: Women and Science at the Horticultural College Swanley, 
1890–1910’, Isis: A Journal of the History of Science Society, vol. 104, no. 1, 2013, p. 31. 
234 Gillespie, R., Land Boom in 1880s Melbourne, Museums Victoria Collections, 
<https://collections.museumvictoria.com.au/articles/2676>, 2008, accessed 6 September, 2017. 
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The English move into horticultural education was perfectly timed because the English 
feminist leaders were able to link the two issues and advocate for more educational 
opportunities for unemployed single women.235 As a consequence, between 1889 and 
1940 there was a boom in the development of women’s horticultural colleges (most 
privately owned) across Britain, with at least 19 opening. In contrast, Australia opened 
only five public dedicated horticultural colleges over the same 51-year period.236  
In England, women’s horticultural colleges at the turn of the century were open only 
to middle- and upper-class ladies237 The English press publicised horticulture as a 
suitable and respectable career and stressed that working in horticulture would not 
damage a woman’s social status as a ‘gentlewoman’.238 The Australian press also felt 
that social status was important, but showed a huge contrast in class attitudes. 
Australia was much more egalitarian – at Burnley, any woman could apply as long as 
she was over the age of 16 and could pay the annual fee of £1 for the part-time course. 
As there are only very scant records of the early days at Burnley, there are no statistics 
representing students’ demographics.  
Historical overview: formative years of horticultural and 
agricultural education in Victoria  
Burnley has a long and distinguished link with the early days of Port Phillip colonial 
settlement, beginning in 1848 when John Pascoe Fawkner formed the Victorian 
Horticultural Society with Superintendent Charles Joseph La Trobe as Patron. During 
the gold rush the Victorian Horticultural Society went into recess and was reformed in 
1855–1856 as the Horticultural Society of Victoria, with Royal Melbourne Botanic 
Gardens Director Baron Ferdinand von Mueller as chairman in 1857. In December 1860 
25 acres (10 ha) of the Burnley Survey Paddock, in suburban Richmond, was set aside 
 
235 D. Optiz, ‘A Triumph of Brains over Brute: Women and Science at the Horticultural College Swanley, 
1890–1910’, Isis: A Journal of the History of Science Society, vol. 104, no. 1, 2013, p. 31. 
236 South Australia had four experimental horticultural farms: 1885 Roseworthy College; 1908 
experimental orchards at ‘Kybybolite’ Blackwood and Berr; and 1939 Nuriootpa, 
<http://www.pir.sa.gov.au/aghistory/industries/horticulture/development_of_horticulture_in_sa> 
accessed 16 September 2016. Victoria had one horticultural college, the Burnley School of 
Horticulture 1891. Ryde Horticultural College in NSW did not open until the 1940s.  
237 A. Meredith, ‘Horticultural Education in England, 1900–40: Middle-class Women and Private 
Gardening Schools’, Garden History, vol. 31, no. 1, 2003, pp. 67–79. 
238 Anonymous, ‘A Profession for Young Ladies by the Queen’, South Australian Register, 10 January 
1873, p. 10. 
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for the use of the Horticultural Society. The aim was to trial northern hemisphere fruit 
and timber trees to find which species were economically suited to Victorian 
conditions. The Horticultural Society also established trial gardens, which were 
officially opened on 1 January 1863. For the next 28 years the Society managed the 
site, successfully sending fruit to the Vienna Exhibition in 1877 and the Paris Exhibition 
in 1879. The Society was granted a Royal Charter in 1885 by Queen Victoria, and was 
known from then as the Royal Horticultural Society of Victoria.239 
 
 
239 Winzenried, op. cit., pp. 4, 5, 7, 9. 
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Map 5.1: Location of the Burnley School of Horticulture, 1919. 
Reproduced with the permission of the Burnley Archives, University of Melbourne, B18.0016. 
 
In the 1880s, Victoria noted the success achieved by the Royal Agricultural College in 
England. The Victorian government invested in a comparable venture and passed the 
Agricultural Education Act 1884 to enable the establishment of such colleges across 
the colony. The first institution thus established was Dookie Agricultural College near 
The Burnley School of Horticulture 
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Shepparton, opened in 1886; the second was Longerenong Agricultural College near 
Horsham in 1889. Realising horticulture was an important industry, the parliamentary 
member for the seat of West Bourke in the Victorian Legislative Assembly (acting 
Minister of Agriculture at the time) Alfred Deakin (1856–1919)240 decided to put the 
newly acquired Burnley Gardens to good use. The first Australian horticultural college 
was established in 1891 at Burnley under this legislation.241  
 
Figure 5.4: Young male students in the Burnley garden.  
Reproduced with the permission of the Burnley Archives, University of Melbourne, B92.558. 
Photographer: unknown. Wheel barrow made by prisoners in Pentridge Prison. 
With the 1890s Depression in Victoria, financial storm clouds gathered and the Royal 
Horticultural Society of Victoria found itself in difficulties. The Board held a meeting at 
the Athenaeum Hall on 17 May 1890, during which it proposed placing the trial gardens 
at the government’s disposal to enable it to create a horticulture school, in return for 
the government underwriting the Society liabilities of not more than £1000.242 Thus, 
control of the site, known as the Gardens, was returned to the government.243  
 
240 Alfred Deakin was later Australian Prime Minister 1903–1904, 1905–1908 and 1909–1910. 
241 Winzenried, op. cit., pp. 14, 18, 19. 
242 Anonymous, The Royal Horticultural Society, 17 May 1890, p. 15. 
243 Winzenried, op. cit., p. 14. 
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The School of Horticulture at Burnley was opened with all the pomp and ceremony 
that 19th century Victorians excelled at, with George Neilson as curator of the Royal 
Horticultural Society together with a Horticultural Board of Advice to advise him and 
the Minister for Agriculture. The primary aim for Burnley was training males in all areas 
of horticulture. The School’s inaugural Prospectus stated that practical work was 
involved and lectures were free to all those who were interested, including ladies.244 
But women were not entitled to sit exams or graduate with a Horticultural Certificate 
of Competence or a Diploma of Horticulture. 
 
Figure 5.5: The Horticultural Board and male students at Burnley, 1894. 
Reproduced with the permission of the Burnley Archives, University of Melbourne, B91.446. 
Photographer: unknown. 
In 1897 Neilson died and was replaced by Devon-born Charles Bogue Luffman. Luffman 
was an enigmatic man of ‘all-round ability’245 with socialist tendencies, who could be 
prickly and short tempered but with instinctive knowledge of horticulture.246 Luffman 
was a gifted teacher and according to English author, writer and traveller Elinor 
Mordaunt (1872–1942), who moved into the Principal’s house after Mrs Luffman left 
in 1902, Luffman was charming. Women were constantly falling in love with him.247 
Whether Ina was one of these is unknown, but she certainly liked him. In 1903, Ina and 
 
244 ibid., p. 20. 
245 ibid., p. 23. 
246 S. Pullman, ‘Charles Bogue Luffman Part Two: The Burnley Years 1897–1908’, Australian Garden 
History Journal, vol. 14, no. 5, 2003, p. 21. 
247 ibid., p. 21. 
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a Mrs S. M’Cullock, joint secretaries of an unidentified group, organised for Luffman to 
present a course of horticultural lectures for half a guinea (roughly today $60) at the 
Christ Church schoolroom in Toorak Road, South Yarra.248 
Charles Bogue Luffman  
But as a companion he was one of the most delightful of men, with a richly 
stored memory, a whimsical fancy, and a facility for mimicry, that would set 
a table in a roar. He had by heart a large number of those small Spanish 
poems consisting of only six or eight rhymed lines, which express an emotion, 
a proverbial thought, or a flash of wit, and it was always a pleasure to hear 
Luffman’s soft voice purring the lisps and vowel sound of Spanish. 
… 
Perhaps if any of the Victorian Department of Agriculture now remember 
Carl Bogue Luffman their view of him is very different to mine. I have heard 
it said that he was cantankerous, and I do not think he would have denied 
the charge: he might even have gloried in it; but he was touched with 
something very near akin to genius, and men of that kind have many sides. 
E. Scott, ‘Spanish Days. Travels and Memories’, The Argus, 12 December 1931, p. 11. 
Luffman249 was born on 15 February 1862, in Cockington, Devon to George 
(gamekeeper) and Emma (née Earl). When Luffman was young, the family moved to 
Knowle in Bristol. It is highly likely that Luffman gained his love of nature from his 
gamekeeper father, and quite possibly he was apprenticed as a gardener to the manor 
house where his father worked, once he turned 13 or 14.250 Luffman’s strong interest 
in socialism may have developed from witnessing the excesses of the upper class. He 
understood the struggles of the working-class families that he experienced first-hand 
when he was eighteen and his father George, the main breadwinner of the family, died 
in 1880. Luffman married Lauretta Caroline Maria Lane (1846–1929), sixteen years his 
senior, in Melbourne in 1895. Lauretta was a very well-known women’s activist, 
 
248 Anonymous, ‘Society Letter: Social Circle’, The Leader, 30 May 1903, p. 37. 
249 It was a romantic fashion in the 19th century to change the spelling of one’s name. Luffman changed 
his many times. At one point he added an ‘n’ (Luffmann) and shorted his first name to Carl. This 
author has chosen to spell Charles’ surname with one ‘n’. 
250 Pullman, ‘Charles Bogue Luffman, Part Two’, op. cit., pp. 14–18. 
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journalist and eugenicist in London. She had worked with the fervent social campaigner 
Clementina Black (1853–1922) collecting proof that many women were employed in 
sweatshop industries and had also become interested in socialism.251 
Lauretta left Luffman in 1902 and moved to Sydney where she lived for the rest of her 
life. In late 1903, English author Elinor Mordaunt and her baby son moved into the 
Principal’s house with Luffman. In Mordaunt’s autobiography, Sinabada (1938), she 
gave an excellent physical and character description of Luffman. She described him as 
short, strongly built, very dark like a Spaniard and as ‘my greatest, most tempestuous 
and difficult friend; jealous, exacting, sympatico, and selfish’.252 
As Principal of Burnley, one of Luffman’s roles was to rejuvenate the dilapidated and 
run-down site of the Burnley Gardens. A keen proponent of the English naturalist 
landscape school and influenced by Irish gardener and journalist William Robinson 
(1838–1935), and English artist, horticulturist and garden designer Gertrude Jekyll 
(1843–1932), Luffman remodelled the Gardens to reflect these styles. His aim was to 
establish a demonstration School with paddocks, orchards and ornamental gardens.253  
 
251 M. Bettison, 'Luffman, Lauretta Caroline Maria (1846–1929)', Australian Dictionary of Biography, 
1986, <http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/luffman-lauretta-caroline-maria-7260/text12581>, 
accessed 21 August 2017.  
252 E. Mordaunt, Sinabada, Greystone Press, New York, 1938, p. 115. 
253 Winzenried, op. cit., p. 23. 
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Figure 5.6: Mrs Laura Luffman (second from left) and women students, c.1899. 
Reproduced with the permission of the Burnley Archives, The University of Melbourne, B991041. 
Photographer: unknown. 
A letter from Ina’s brother George, engineer and member of the Executive Committee 
of the Congress of Engineers, Architects, Surveyors and others, was discovered in the 
Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne Library. It was addressed to William Guilfoyle, 
Director of the Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne and invited him to present a paper 
to the 1901 Congress of Engineers, Architects, Surveyors and others interested in 
‘Building of the Federal Capital of Australia’, held in May in Melbourne.254 Guilfoyle 
declined, and instead Luffman was invited to give a paper. When Guilfoyle declined, 
did Ina recommend Luffman to her brother George? There is no evidence to suggest 
that she did, but it is possible. According to the Congress papers, Luffman’s paper, 
 
254 Royal Botanic Gardens Library, Letter to Mr W. Guilfoyle, 25 April 1901, from George Higgins, A.C.E 
The University of Melbourne, M. INST, C.E.  
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entitled ‘The Agricultural, Horticulture and Sylvan Features of a Federal Capital’, was 
presented at the Social Gathering Closing Conversazion [sic], for Members and Ladies. 
This placement suggested that perhaps his paper was not taken as seriously as other 
professional papers. If so, that was a pity. Luffman presented a well-written article 
which suggested that the people involved in designing the new capital needed to think 
about what constituted a liveable city in regards to water, food production and so on. 
The tone of the article was similar to that in Luffman’s second book, The Principles of 
Gardening for Australia (1903). 
Luffman and Burnley were mentioned in the report tabled in 1900 by the Victorian 
Royal Commission on Technical Education. The Fourth Progress Report of the 
Commission reviewed the situation in agriculture and horticulture in the colony, 
focusing on agriculture and the education of boys and young men. There was no 
mention of women’s agricultural education, which is interesting considering what was 
happening overseas. The Commission reviewed events relating to male education in 
Great Britain, Europe and North America and compared them to those in the Australian 
colonies. Compared to agriculture, horticulture is mentioned only briefly in the Fourth 
Progress Report. The conflict between Luffman and the Board was noted, with the 
Commission feeling that the Horticultural Board was out of line and should be 
disbanded. The Fourth Progress Report was favourable towards Burnley, concluding 
that ‘Burnley is capable of development as a valuable agency for the training of 
horticulturists’255 and that Luffman should receive a raise in salary. Luffman remained 
Principal for another eight years; in 1908 Luffman’s wanderlust overcame him and he 
resigned. 
 
255 Fink et al., op cit., p. 158. 
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First women students at Burnley 
Figure 5.7: The class of 1899. 
Published in The Australasian, 18 February 1899, p. 365. 
Contemporary newspapers, mainly the Melbourne dailies The Argus, The Age, The 
Leader and the weekly The Australasian, were an incredible source of information and 
demonstrated that no contemporary garden historian has previously researched the 
role and life of Ina.  
There were two attempts at establishing women students permanently at Burnley. The 
first group enrolled from 1899 to 1908, followed by a gap from 1909 to 1911 when 
only male students were allowed. The second admission period for women students 
began in 1911 and continues to this day. 
The reason cited by The Age In 1910 for the two-year gap in female enrolments 
corresponded with Luffman’s action of setting aside a paddock specifically for women 
students. It seems that Burnley staff refused to train men and women together; 
consequently, the women’s classes were cancelled. According to The Age, a large 
number of men wished to enrol and it was considered natural to cease the women-
only classes; the reasoning was that women learnt only for pleasure whereas men 
needed to earn a living and support their family.256 This seems to be based on an 
 
256 ‘Viola’, ‘The Woman Gardener’, The Age, 1 October 1910, p. 19. 
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assumption that women were not breadwinners and that once they married and had 
children they would rely on their husband’s income. This attitude is in direct contrast 
to Luffman’s statement that he taught women so they could run their own businesses. 
The perception does align with Henry Bournes Higgins’ belief that men were the main 
breadwinners. 
Ina’s 1910 interview with ‘Pomona’ in The Herald (See Appendix 6 p. 332) revealed that 
Ina wanted to learn more about gardening but could attend only the occasional 
lectures at Burnley. Thus, she could not enrol at that time for the School’s Certificate 
of Competency of Horticulture or a Diploma.257 In early 1898, with the help of Mrs 
Luffman,258 Ina lobbied the colonial government and Mr Luffman to allow women 
students back into Burnley. The literature search revealed that Ina’s youngest sister 
Anna was one of six middle-class women who had petitioned for women to be allowed 
into the MD program at the University of Melbourne.259 Perhaps Ina got the idea of 
lobbying Luffman from her younger sister. Ina’s efforts were successful; in August 
1898, The Australasian newspaper announced, ‘In response to a request for the 
admission of women students to the Government School of Horticulture at Burnley, the 
Minister of Agriculture is prepared to give his consent, providing a sufficient number 
come forward to form a class’.260 
Disappointingly, no records from 1899 have been preserved in the Public Records 
Office of Victoria that evidenced whether Ina lobbied only Luffman or whether she also 
lobbied the Minister for Agriculture (Mr Traverner) and the Victorian Parliament, nor 
whether Vida Goldstein or the United Council for Woman Suffrage helped her. There 
are still many unanswered questions, including what hurdles Ina had to surmount to 
get the colonial government’s agreement. It may not have been difficult for Ina to 
arrange a meeting with the Minister for Agriculture, as her brother Henry was a 
member of the colonial Legislative Assembly until 1900. We could speculate that Henry 
 
257 It is thought Ina graduated from Burnley in 1901. In a letter dated 24 August 1914, she mentioned 
her Diploma from the Royal School of Horticulture, Burnley. The Diploma was a three-year course; 
the Certificate of Competency was two years of study. 
258 Anonymous, The West Australian, 8 September 1914, p. 9. 
259 Theobald, op. cit., p. 66. The other women were Lilian Alexander, Margaret Whyte, Annie and 
Elizabeth O’Hara and Grace Vale. 
260 Anonymous, ‘Horticultural Notes’, The Australasian, 27 August 1898, p. 12.  
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spoke to the Minister for Agriculture on her behalf or gave her advice on how to 
approach him.  
Thirty-six years later, Ina wrote in ‘Women and Horticulture’ for the 1934 Centenary 
Gift Book, ‘When the day for enrolment came, there were 72 applicants of various ages, 
ranging from 16 to 65, showing that there was a demand by women for expert 
training.’261 Nettie Palmer similarly wrote in her biographical notes, ‘They came to the 
Horticultural College in Burnley in galatea mud-coloured striped frocks, riding on safety 
bicycles and carrying string bags. They had no chaperones’,262 implying this was 
unusual for 1899. Nettie thought the first group of women students ‘were possibly 
nearly all feminists’,263 and she was probably right. 
Newspapers sometimes throw up some curious and amusing information. In an article 
entitled ‘Gardening by Women’, dated 18 February 1899, there was mention of a law 
banning women from wearing trousers, therefore they could not wear them at 
Burnley. This author contacted Victorian Parliament Information regarding the matter; 
it seems no Bill was passed but there were strict, albeit unwritten, social codes of what 
women could and could not wear.264 It was not uncommon for women to dress as men 
in the 19th century, especially if they wanted to work in a men’s industry. In Britain, 
‘having women in the mines was financially advantageous to both their bosses and 
their families’.265 Women miners wore trousers because dresses were too hot and 
difficult to work in. 
Ina was naturally concerned with what women wore. This was because heavy long 
skirts, tight-fitting blouses with long sleeves, and quite possibly corsets, would have 
been torture to wear, especially in hot weather, let alone for physical labour such as 
gardening.266 
 
261 Higgins, ‘Women and Horticulture’, op. cit., p. 134. 
262 Vance and Nettie Palmer Papers, Letter 1174/1/153, National Library of Australia, Canberra. 
263 Vance and Nettie Palmer Papers, Letter 1174/1/153, National Library of Australia, Canberra. 
264 Anonymous, ‘Gardening by Women’, The Australasian, 18 February 1899, p. 13. 
265 N. Frost, ‘The Women Miners in Pants who Shocked Victorian Britain’, Atlas Obscura, 2017, p. 2. 
266 There was a ‘rational dress movement’ in Britain. Author Lucinda Hawksley included a chapter ‘How 
Fashion Got in on the Act’ in her book on the English suffragette movement March, Women, March 
(2013). According to Hawksley, the ‘rational dress movement” was speared by the Pre-Raphaelites, 
the Arts and Crafts movement and the Aesthetic artists. They protested against restrictive clothes 
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Women’s dress protocols were still being commented on in 1914 at the Mordialloc Women’s 
Farm, where Ina was the Horticultural Instructress. The Perth Western Mail reported in 1915, 
‘They will wear clothing suitable for the work, brown knickers and leggings, under a Holland 
smock, and a soft felt yokel hat’.267 
 
Figure 5.8: Women and men in the Pavilion listening to a lecture, Burnley, c.1899.  
Reproduced with the permission of the Burnley Archives, The University of Melbourne B99.1041. 
Photographer: unknown. 
Luffman was a ‘canny’ operator. As confirmed in an article dated 18 February 1899 in 
The Australasian, he realised that unless he enrolled more students, the Burnley School 
of Horticulture was in danger of closing. When opened in 1891, enrolment numbers 
had been fixed by the Horticultural Board of Advice at 25 but the number of students 
had dwindled to nine by 1898, raising the question of economic viability. 
Enrolment of women students was the saviour of Burnley, as they swelled the 
enrolments to 72 women in 1899. The high number of women enrolments 
demonstrated that there was a demand for technical training; however, through 
natural attrition only about 25 women students continued in the course. Burnley’s 
 
and shoes, especially corsets and high-heeled shoes. They promoted loose-fitting comfortable 
clothes and shoes, including trousers for women.  
267 Anonymous, ‘General Items’, Western Mail, Perth, 26 March 1915, p. 41. 
115 
 
Horticultural Certificate of Competency was then a two-year part-time course involving 
two afternoons a week of lectures, demonstrations, study and manual practice. 
An article by ‘Trefoil’ in 1900, entitled ‘Horticulture for Women’, published in the 
monthly journal The Australian Women’s Sphere, discussed the position of women in 
North American horticultural education. This was one of the few articles that linked 
Burnley and North America. In the Boston Women’s Journal of August 1900, North 
American landscape gardener Mrs McCrea wrote an article entitled ‘A Woman as 
Landscape Gardener’. She was quoted by ‘Trefoil’, ‘I wonder, that more women do not 
go into business. It is inspiring! It’s natural!’268 ‘Trefoil’ continued the theme by writing 
‘Here is a new opening for Australian Women workers of all Classes’.269  
Fifteen years later, when Ina was the Horticultural Instructress for the Mordialloc 
Women’s Farm, she put into practice what Luffman’s teachings about sowing crops to 
make a quicker profit than waiting for an orchard to produce fruit. The Women’s Voter 
of March 1915 reported that an early crop of potatoes and onions had been sown at 
the Women’s Farm to create some early income. 
Figure 5.9: Women students hoeing, Burnley, c.1900.  
Reproduced with the permission of the Burnley Archives, The University of Melbourne 
Photographer: unknown. 
 
 
268 ‘Trefoil’, ‘Horticulture for Women’, The Australian Women’s Sphere, 1900, p. 35. 
269 ibid. Also, of interest is that Mrs McCrea contended that a house should never be built without co-
operation between a landscape architect and the building architect in order to get a good effect. 
Luffman said the same thing; perhaps he got the idea from Mrs McCrea.  
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Reproduced with the permission of the Burnley Archives, The University of Melbourne, B92.558. 
Photographer: unknown. 
Figure 5.9 depicts women students in their designated paddock, hoeing strawberries, 
a crop that Luffman advocated as ideal for women to grow. The ‘women’s paddock’ is 
now the site of General Electric on Swan Street, Richmond. The paddock set aside for 
the women was where they learnt to cultivate and grow strawberries, vegetables, 
table-grapes, lemons and bush-fruit. The curriculum was very similar to that offered at 
the Studley Horticultural & Agricultural College for Women in England. Luffman’s 
philosophy was to educate women in garden-making and management, and show 
them what could be achieved with moderate exertion to yield a livelihood.  
In 1900, Luffman famously said, ‘I do not think horticulture is an affair of sex’.270 He 
stated that no distinction had been made between the sexes except for taking into 
account their physical ability and their ambitions.271 
The only official information regarding the post-graduate activities of the first group of 
women students was found in Luffman’s 1902 ‘Report of the Principal of the School of 
Horticulture Field and Class Work’, published in the Agricultural Journal of Victoria. 
Without identifying the women, Luffman stated: 
• Of the 140 women students enrolled from 1899–1902  
• 10% have thoroughly mastered some branches of horticulture to make it 
profitable for them 
• 20% understand the principles to make them capable helpers or directors of 
their own properties 
• The rest gave no indication of what they may do in the future  
• Two are engaged in design & maintenance 
• One is managing a small mixed estate  
• One is a horticultural writer 
• Two students work as pruning contractors  
• One has laid out an orchard of considerable extent.272 
The two who were ‘engaged in design & maintenance’ may have been Higgins and 
Godfrey. The ‘horticultural writer’ could have been Marie Therese (‘Tessa’) Smith as 
 
270 Winzenried, op. cit., p. 25 
271 C.B. Luffman, Report by the Principal of the School of Horticulture, Department of Agriculture, 
Victoria, 31 December 1900, p. 6. 
272 C.B. Luffman, ‘Report of the Principal of the School of Horticulture Field and Class Work’, Agricultural 
Journal of Victoria, vol. II, part 3, 1903, pp. 261–262. Was Luffman referring to Mrs M[c]Williams, 
from Riddells Creek near the Macedon Ranges, who owned an orchard? Anonymous, ‘Rural Industry 
Gardening Women Interested’, The Weekly Times, 11 October 1913, p. 10. 
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she had excellent connections as her father James Smith (1820-1910) was an editor for 
the Australasian newspaper from 1871 to 1879 and journalist at The Age from 1898 to 
1910. 273 Later in 1923, Tessa wrote two garden articles for Adelaide newspaper The 
News in 1923. 
Figures 5.10a and 5.10b show Ina’s academic results for 1901, published in Luffman’s 
1902 Annual Report to the Department of Agriculture. The report indicated that Ina 
achieved top marks in her classes and was awarded a prize. Ina successfully completed 
her three-year course and was awarded the Diploma of Horticulture, at the time the 
highest horticultural qualification available in Victoria.  
Frederica Godfrey 
Frederica Godfrey, known as ‘Rica’, was a good friend of Ina’s and there are several 
mentions of Rita in Ina’s diaries. 
This is late inclusion of information, as this thesis had been examined and changes 
were being made.  
There was a totally unexpected discovery of a picture of sailors from The Mission to 
Seafarers of Victoria, enjoying a picnic at George Higgins’ home ‘Orchard House’ in 
1909. This led to the discovery that Rica Godfrey, like her friend Ina, was a professional 
landscape designer – she designed The Mission to Seafarers Chaplaincy garden in 1917 
(see Figure 5.9a). This is a significant discovery because no gardens had previously been 
identified as Godfrey’s by contemporary garden historians. It is also significant because 
the garden remains extant, showcasing the style of the times. None of Ina’s design 
work still exists and no extant designs have been attributed to her other classmates, 
despite extensive searching by this author. 
 
273 A. Jordens, ‘Smith, James (1820-1910)’, Australian Dictionary of Biography, National Centre of 
Biography, Australian National Library, <http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/smith-james-4604>, 
accessed on-line 10 May 2019. 
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Figure 5.9a: Rica Godfrey Garden, The Mission to Seafarers of Victoria, Flinders Street, 
Melbourne, September 2019.  
Photograph: Sandra Pullman, 2019. 
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Figure 5.10a: Ina Higgins’ results from the Burnley School of Horticulture, 1901. 
C.B. Luffman, ‘Report of the Principal of the School of Horticulture: Field and Class Work’, Agricultural 
Journal of Victoria, vol. I, issue 8, 1902, p. 817. 
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Figure 5.10b: Ina Higgins’ results from the Burnley School of Horticulture, 1901. 
C.B. Luffman, ‘Report of the Principal of the School of Horticulture: Field and Class Work’, Agricultural 
Journal of Victoria, vol. I, issue 8, 1902, p. 818. 
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Figure 5.11: The type of diploma Ina would have received in 1902. 
Unsigned diploma, Royal Horticultural School, Burnley, Department of Agriculture.  
Reproduced with the permission of Burnley Archives, The University of Melbourne, B91.468. 
An article published in 2002, entitled ‘Women’s Employment and Professionalism in 
Australia: Histories, Themes and Places’, looked at the evolution of women’s work in 
Australia. It offered a very informative narrative but, disappointingly, the horticultural 
content was incomplete. Nugent acknowledged the ‘Burnley Horticultural College, 
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which had been established as the first school of horticulture in Australia in 1891’,274 
but overlooked the first group of women students (1899–1909). Instead she focused 
on the second group of women students (Mellor, Gibson and Walling) and described 
Walling as a ‘landscape architect’.275 Walling called herself a ‘landscape designer’; 
according to Saniga, she did not consider herself a landscape architect nor was she 
interested in being involved in the formation of the Australian Institute of Landscape 
Architects.276  
Women designers of the two enrolment periods (1899–1909 and 1911 on) did not use 
the term ‘landscape architect’, ‘From 1912 to the mid-1950s, the occupational title of 
landscape architect was used intermittently and erratically by an array of practitioners. 
A number of these people became members of Britain's ILA but there is no evidence to 
suggest that they attempted to organise a profession.’277Saniga explained that the 
term landscape architect came into usage only in the mid-20th century, ‘it was known 
that practitioners calling themselves landscape architects began to become organised 
in the 1960s, and the profession was institutionalised in 1966’.278  
Nugent also overlooked a primary source of information about women at Burnley – 
the article written by ‘Trefoil’ for The Woman’s Sphere in 1900. These oversights 
highlight the dearth of research into the first group of women graduates at Burnley, 
prior to this thesis.  
One of the aims of this thesis is to correct the assumption that Mellor, Gibson and 
Walling were the first women graduates at Burnley. The Age garden journalist 
Backhouse first set the record straight in June 2018, in ‘Tracing a Trailblazing Spirit’. 
She noted that Mellor, Walling and Gibson were not the trailblazers, ‘before all of them 
was Ina Higgins… Not only was she among the first intake of women, she helped to end 
 
274 M. Nugent, Women’s Employment and Professionalism in Australia: Histories, Themes and Places, 
Australian Heritage Commission, Canberra, 2002, p. 26. 
275 ibid., p. 26. 
276 A. Saniga, ‘An Uneasy Profession: Defining the Landscape architect in Australia 1912–1972, PhD 
thesis, The University of Melbourne, 2004, p. 108. 
277 ibid., p. 93. 
278 ibid., p. 87. 
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the men-only admissions policy’.279 Hopefully, future garden historians will use this 
article as a lead into new areas of garden history research.  
Controversy: women in horticulture 
The subjects of women students at Burnley and the trouble Luffman had with the 
Horticultural Board of Advice are shrouded in mis-truths. There were two mis-truths in 
the public area, neither of which offered a reasonable explanation of Luffman’s feud 
with the Board. The Board resented Luffman’s interference, and Luffman retaliated by 
ignoring the Board. In the 1900 Fourth Progress Report by the Royal Commission on 
Technical Education, the Commissioners recommended the abolition of the Board. 
 A spat is always newsworthy and the squabbles between Luffman and the Board were 
reported not only in the Melbourne daily press including The Argus and The Leader but 
as far away as Mildura, in The Mildura Cultivator.280  
The first controversy was between Luffman and the Board of Advice over the state of 
Burnley Gardens and Luffman’s pruning techniques. The Advocate reported in March 
1900 that Luffman had found the gardens ‘in a disgusting state of disorder’281 and had 
begun work to reform them. But the Board of Advice resented Luffman’s work and 
‘made a series of charges against the curator’s [Luffman’s] competence’. The Board 
wrote to the Minister for Agriculture and Food Production, Mr Edgar Graham MLA, 
with a long list of grievances and the proposal that Luffman be removed as Principal of 
Burnley. 282 But this was not the real crux of the matter.  
The second controversy was whether the Board of Advice wanted women students at 
Burnley. This author knew there was a poem in the Burnley Archives that supported 
the suggestion that it didn’t. The poem was undated and written under the pseudonym 
 
279 M. Backhouse, ‘Tracing a Trailblazing Spirit’, Spectrum, Gardening, The Age, 30 June 2018, p. 14. 
280 Anonymous, ‘The Management of Burnley Garden Report of the Enquiry Board, Mildura Cultivator, 
2 September 1899, p.2 
281 Anonymous, ‘Burnley Horticultural Gardens’, The Advocate, 17 March 1900, p. 15. 
282 Anonymous, ‘Burnley Gardens’, Australasian, 19 August 1899, p. 13. The Board of Advice accused 
Luffman of poor pruning techniques as he left so-called ‘stubs’. Some Board members, who were 
orchardists, did not understand this technique. The pruning technique was explained in The Age on 
4 February 1908 as the ‘open rod pruning method’. The technique left three to seven buds on each 
cane; the cut was made just above the last bud and was not considered a stub. It created a dense 
spread of fruiting canes and increased the yield of fruit. 
<https://www.fassadengruen.de/en/grapevine-rod-pruning.htm>, accessed 15 November 2015. 
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‘Argus’ (see Appendix 3). Penned in a Miltonic rhythm, supporting Luffman and 
bemoaning ‘The Serpent Board’,283 the poem reproached the Board’s stance. But the 
question of women students was only a smokescreen for the real issue between 
Luffman and the Board.  
None of the reports explained the real issue between Luffman and the Board until The 
Leader newspaper in April 1899 explained:  
Whether such an application [the government running an unemployment 
program to clear the site] would receive the approval of the board is, in the 
circumstances, hardly worth of serious consideration, as the apathy shown 
by that body whenever any effort has been made to improve the grounds 
tends to strengthen the idea that the members would prefer to see the place 
a receiving ground for all sorts and conditions of nursery stock, while its value 
as a training Institution is regarded with the utmost indifference. 
Anonymous, ‘The Burnley School of Horticultural “Board” Hampered Management’, The Leader, 22 
April 1899, p. 9. 
In other words, the Board did not want any students, men or women. It wanted to 
retain control of the Gardens and use the plant material as a free source of stock, which 
Board members could propagate then sell in their retail nurseries, thus making a 
profit.284  
Women students also weighed into this fray. In 1899, they sent a petition with 71 
signatures285 to the Minister of Agriculture (this petition has unfortunately been lost), 
and in March 1900 sent several letters to the editor of The Age. One of the letters 
stated that the women were ‘indignant at seeing obstacles thrown in his way’286 and 
67 women signed their names, identifying for the first time the students of the class of 
1900. 
 
283 S. Pullman, ‘Charles Bogue Luffman: The Early Years’, op. cit., p. 17. 
284 Some of the members of the Royal Horticultural Society of Victoria were well-known nurserymen and 
orchardists, including James Lang, Henry Boyce, Charles Draper, Joseph Harris and William Anderson. 
285 Anonymous, ‘The School of Horticulture. Petition from the Students’, The Leader, 29 July 1899, p. 10. 
286 Anonymous, The Age, 10 March 1900, p. 4. 
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Newspaper reports and women students 
Of course the movement at first met with the usual opposition and derision 
offered to every progressive step; but this was negligible.  
I Higgins, ‘Women and Horticulture’, in F Fraser & N Palmer (eds), Centenary Gift Book, Women’s 
Centenary Council, Robertson & Mullens, Melbourne, 1934, p. 135. 
It was difficult to gauge the opposition to women’s horticultural education in Victoria 
120 years after the event, as there was no-one alive who was involved in the lobbying. 
Ina did not specify what she meant by ‘the usual opposition and derision’. Did she mean 
that the government was difficult to persuade, or the general public, or was she 
referring to the implication that Burnley was only a finishing school for women and 
that they were not serious horticulturists? Ina left no evidence as to her specific 
meaning.  
Attitudes in 19th-century Victoria to women being educated and working 
professionally were gradually changing. Newspapers in Australia and in England ran 
articles discussing the issue.  
British society magazine The Queen published an article as early as 1873 that was 
reprinted in the March 1873 issue of the South Australian Register, discussing the issue 
of women horticulturists. The journalist, very ‘pro-women gardeners’ raised the 
question as to why not employ a woman who was trained in horticultural science 
rather than a man who had no knowledge but called himself a ‘gardener’. The 
journalist wrote, ‘I place the suggestion before the readers of The Queen, as affording 
a new and perfect legitimate opening for the employment of women and in a field in 
which number of ladies already excel’. To address the concern that paid employment 
might affect a woman’s social standing, the journalist held that horticulture could not 
detract in any way from the social status of gentlewoman.  
The Melbourne daily newspapers The Age, The Argus and The Leader and weekly The 
Australasian, that were syndicated within Victoria and in the other Australian colonies, 
presented an overall positive attitude towards women enrolling at Burnley. One 
journalist wrote, ‘There are many persons who think that women have no business 
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learning gardening, that it is an undignified and an unfeminine employment’.287 But 
the author countered that attitude, saying ‘there is no doubt that much of the lighter 
class of work to be done in the orchard and garden can be done as well, if not better, 
by women than men’.288 Several of the articles in The Leader in 1899 were encouraging 
towards female students but contained a twist, lamenting that ‘most regrettable that 
the number of young men entered at Burnley is so small’. Another negative article –
considered humorous by this author because its statements were so outrageous – 
appeared in the rural NSW paper The Singleton Argus. It was published in 1899, by a 
very serious male, who wrote ‘No woman, certainly no lady, is fit to cultivate fruit trees 
and pumpkins or even accomplish the digging.’289  
Burnley historian Winzenried, in ‘Green Grows our Garden’, provided no answer to the 
conundrum of how difficult it was for women to gain entry into Burnley. Winzenried 
wrote, ‘The early provision for females at Burnley had not gone unchallenged’.290 But 
this claim could not be substantiated. Winzenried claimed it was published in The 
Argus but neither the Burnley Archivist nor this author have been able to discover the 
original article, and neither did the extensive Trove search reveal it. The Burnley 
Archives copy of the poem included the name ‘Argus’ but it was not clear whether this 
was a pseudonym for the reporter or The Argus newspaper or the author of the poem 
which formed part of the article. 
The newspaper literature suggested that it was at least questionable that women’s 
admission to the Burnley School of Horticulture was difficult, but the degree may be 
unknowable. The answer may never be found as, unfortunately, Department of 
Agriculture documents were destroyed in an early 20th-century purge of old 
documents (information reported by the Public Record Office to this author). 
 
287 Anonymous, ‘Gardening by Women’, The Australasian, 18 February 1899, p. 13. 
288 ibid. 
289 Anonymous, ‘Industry for Women Horticultural School in Victoria’, Singleton Argus [NSW], 4 March 
1899, p. 4. 
290 Winzenried, op. cit., pp. 38,39 
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The gap years, 1909–1911: no women students  
The Leader reported, in December 1906, that there were no female students that 
year.291 It is impossible to corroborate whether this was true; as the Burnley Student 
Records included only a student’s surname and initial, it was insufficient to tell whether 
a student was male or female. Mordaunt supported the information about the lack of 
women students. As she was about to leave the Principal’s house in c.1905, she 
mentioned ‘It was fortunate for me that the Government was already thinking of doing 
away with the women’s side of the college to make room for more men’.292 This raised 
the question of whether existing women horticulturists were having trouble gaining 
employment? 
It has never been clear why there were no women students at Burnley between 1909 
and 1911. ‘Pomona’s’ article noted ‘that to admit women to the school now would 
mean increasing its teaching staff’,293 which could mean that the state government did 
not want to increase spending at this educational institution. In the final paragraph, 
‘Pomona’ pressured the government to reopen Burnley to women, ‘Surely, if we are 
not to be impeached for being “behind the times”, the government must remove its 
embargo from the Horticultural School at Burnley’.294 The word ‘embargo’ implied a 
government ban and The Australasian in 1938 confirmed that a change in government 
policy in 1909295 banned women students. This author was not able to discover a 
definitive reason for the change in policy. Was it financial as implied in the 1938 The 
Australasian article? 
As in 1898, female enrolments in 1911 saved Burnley from being closed. The male 
numbers in 1911 were dangerously low, consisting of five full-time students and two 
part-time students. Principal Pescott announced a restructure of Burnley and stated to 
The Australasian, ‘To a certain extent the lines of the work followed those at the English 
gardening colleges Swanley and Warwick.’296 After Pescott announced the readmission 
 
291 Anonymous, ‘Social Circle, Society Letter, Dear Nell’, The Leader, 22 December 1906, p. 41. 
292 Mordaunt, op. cit., p. 124. 
293 ibid. 
294 ibid. 
295 ‘Erica’, ‘A School of Horticulture Training Centre for Men and Women: School of Horticulture, Burnley 
(Vic)’, The Australasian, 10 December 1938, p. 34. 
296 Anonymous, ‘Rural Industry. Gardening. Women Interested, The Weekly Times, 11 October 1913, 
p. 10. 
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of women, the numbers rose to 43 full-time students and six part-time students in 
1912.297 
… and it may be remembered that it called forth warm praise from Mr. 
Pescott, the Director of the Burnley School of Horticulture. 
‘Vesta’, ‘Women to Women, Women’s Activities’, The Argus, 4 February 1914, pp. 6–7. 
It was difficult to assess the influence of ‘Pomona’s article, ‘Women’s World: Miss Nina 
Higgins – A Woman Gardener, Gardens and Gardening’,298 on the government change 
of mind that allowed women back to Burnley, because there was no evidence 
recording the result of the article. The author discovered a letter from Chief 
Horticultural Officer to ‘The Minister of Agriculture’, dated 31 July 1911, (Figure 5.12) 
advising him that the Women’s Political Association had spoken with Pescott and that 
Pescott had agreed to the request for the re-admission of women students in the belief 
that this would be a good outcome for the Gardens and the community, and that there 
would be little or no expense in running the project.299 Figure 5.13, is from Mr. Pescott 
who has summarised the report sent by Miss Fullerton, on behalf of the Women’s 
Political Association and asked that women be re-admitted to Burnley. Fullerton was 
involved in the Mordialloc Women’s Farm with Ina, and was Acting President of the 
Women’s Political Association of which Ina was a member. Pescott’s report put 
forward an excellent argument for readmitting women students, informing the 
Director of Agriculture that he had received about 35 applications for information from 
likely students.300 It was highly likely that Ina worked behind the scenes to have the 
report written by the Women’s Political Association – Miss Fullerton was not known as 
a horticulturist.  
 
297 Anonymous, ‘Horticultural Education: The Burnley School’, The Leader, 9 September 1911, p. 11; 
Winzenried, op. cit., p. 164. 
298 Ina’s name was misspelt in both articles as Nina. 
299 Letter from Chief Horticultural Officer, Victoria to the Minister of Agriculture, 31 July 1911, regarding 
readmitting women to Burnley Horticultural School, Burnley Archives, University of Melbourne, 
B15.0607. 
300 Letter, Edward Pescott to Director of Agriculture, 19 July 1911. Letter and Report regarding 
readmitting women students to Burnley Horticultural School, Burnley Archives B 15.0607. 
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Figure 5.12: Letter from the Chief Horticultural Officer, Victoria to the Minister of Agriculture 
regarding readmission of women to Burnley, 1911. 
Reproduced with the permission of the Burnley Archives, The University of Melbourne, B15.0607. 
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Figure 5.13: Pescott’s Report summarising the Report from the Women’s Political Association 
and his thoughts on the matter, 1911. 
Reproduced with the permission of the Burnley Archives, The University of Melbourne, B15.0607. 
Selected horticultural peers of Ina Higgins 
Horticulture in as a formal discipline in Australia during the 19th and early 20th 
centuries was a male-dominated profession. Many of its proponents originated from 
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Great Britain. Australian women who were interested in gardening were expected to 
confine their involvement to the home garden and there were no educational training 
courses available to them.  
This author has chosen to discuss two professional horticulturists – Charles Bogue 
Luffman and William Guilfoyle – as peers of Ina, as she was influenced by both.  
It was harder to choose female peers, as until recently the names of the women who 
enrolled at Burnley with Ina in 1899 and 1900 were not known (see Appendix 3 for a 
list of female students from 1899 and 1900). Across Ina’s professional horticultural 
career, from 1902 to c.1920, there were very few Australian women horticulturists to 
whom she could be compared. Further, it remains largely unknown what the majority 
of graduates did once they finished studying – the only evidence of their work was 
found in Mrs Tuckett’s301 book A Year in My Garden published in 1905, and the two 
articles that Marie Therese (‘Tessa’) Smith wrote for The News in 1923.302 Ina Higgins’ 
surviving designs are thus very important examples of work from one of the first 
women horticulturists to graduate from Burnley. Ina’s work mainly survives in the form 
of pictures.  
The author has chosen to discuss women peers including Mrs Boldrewood, who 
published one of the first books on gardening for women, in 1893, entitled The Flower 
Garden in Australia: A Book for Ladies and Amateurs; Mrs Tuckett, who studied 
horticulture with Ina at Burnley; and Mellor, Gibson and Walling because they were 
the earliest horticulturists from the second group of women admitted to Burnley, and 
there are excellent records of their work. Elsie Cornish was chosen because she started 
working as a landscape gardener in Adelaide in 1910s and therefore was a 
contemporary of Ina’s, albeit in a different state.  
 
301 Mr Pescott recorded on 31 July 1911, in a letter to the Director of Agriculture, that ‘one student 
produced a most interesting book, entitled A Year in my Garden’. No other evidence has been sighted 
that Mrs Tuckett worked as a professional landscape gardener. 
302 The two articles were written for The News: ‘Opportunities in Adelaide’, 17 September, 1923, p. 6; 
and ‘Landscape Gardening Hints for Adelaide Home Lovers’, 21 August 1923, p. 6. 
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Further discussion of other peer horticulturists from other states including NSW 
gardener designer Jocelyn Brown (1898–1971) is beyond the scope of this research 
inquiry. 
Comparative analysis  
A comparative analysis was conducted in order to identify whether there were any 
peers, especially female peers, in Australia to whom Ina could be compared and 
contrasted. The aim was to identify any similarities and differences between the 
people chosen, and to allow unexpected information to emerge. Once this data had 
been gathered, it could be used to provide evidence to answer the research question 
outlined in Chapter 1. The data was obtained through photographs, journal articles and 
books. 
The comparative analysis process identified who influenced Ina, how she interpreted 
the designers she admired and what garden styles she liked. The author also wanted 
to discover if were there enough evidence to support the suggestion that a particular 
landscape design style could be attributed to Ina, similar to the general recognition 
that Edna Walling, a later Burnley graduate, designed in a unique style. The analysis 
allowed identification of the plants Ina preferred to use and revealed that Mellor, 
Gibson and Walling established their own gardening styles and did not copy Ina. This 
conservation analysis underlined the importance of Ina’s early work, that opened the 
way for the later female champions of horticulture in Victoria. 
In Australia, one of the earliest known amateur landscape designers was Mrs Thomas 
Alexander Boldrewood (Margaret Maria née Riley) Browne, also known as Mrs Rolf 
Boldrewood303 (?–1917) of NSW. Mrs Boldrewood grew up at Denham Court (c.1840s) 
in Ingleburn near Campbelltown in south-west Sydney. Her home was a colonial estate 
and garden, where she lived with her uncle; she was sometimes taken to visit the 
nursery of Michael Guilfoyle, father of William Guilfoyle. The Boldrewoods moved to 
Albury, to a house called ‘Mornington’, then moved in 1889 to a property called ‘Raby’ 
 
303 ‘Rolf Boldrewood’ was the pseudonym used by Thomas Alexander Browne’s and his wife Mrs. 
Margaret Browne used his pseudonym and called herself Mrs Rolf Boldrewood, when she published 
The Flower Garden in Australia in 1893. Mrs Boldrewood died in 1917, at her home on Grange Road, 
Toorak. There is no evidence to suggest that Ina knew or met Mrs Boldrewood. 
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(see Figure 5.14). Some of the advice in Boldrewood’s book is based upon her 
experiences in Albury. It was a practical book with an alphabetical description of 
ornamental shrubs and herbaceous perennials, as well as a month-by-month 
description of jobs in the garden.  
 
Figure 5.14: ‘Raby’, Mrs Boldrewood’s house near Albury. 
Photograph from ‘The Boldrewoods at home in Albury (1885–1895)’, D.H.R. Spennemann, Margin, 
no. 67, 2005, p. 14. Photographer: unknown. 
Mrs Tuckett lived in the then semi-rural suburb of Murrumbeena south-east of 
Melbourne, on a 10.11 ha (25 acre) property she named ‘Omama’. Mrs Tuckett 
published A Year in my Garden in 1905. Her husband Arthur Tuckett was a well-
regarded real estate agent in Melbourne, who was engaged to sell ‘Doona’ and 
‘Heronswood’ after Ina’s brother Henry died in 1929. Tuckett’s book was a month-by-
month account of her garden at ‘Omama’.  
Ina never ventured into publishing gardening books; her only known publications are 
the two articles about women working in the horticultural profession (see Appendix 6, 
pp. 335 and 338). These cannot be compared to the books discussed above as they had 
different subject matter. 
It was not unusual for a charismatic landscape design lecturer, such as Luffman, to play 
a significant role in determining his students’ style of landscape design. Photographs 
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of Mrs Tuckett’s garden ‘Omama’, Ina’s design for the Talbot Epileptic Colony in nearby 
Clayton, and ‘Hethersett’ in Burwood, showed strong similarities. The photograph of 
‘Omama’ (Figure 5.15) showed its curving and sunken path and curved garden beds 
with a variety of shrubs and specimen trees planted in lawns, very reminiscent of 
Burnley Gardens. 
 
Figure 5.15: ‘Omama’, Murrumbeena, 1905. 
Photograph from A Year in my Garden, State Library of Victoria, MC 635 T79Y. Photographer: 
unknown.  
‘Pomona’s interview with Ina revealed that she admired William Guilfoyle, the 
designer of the ‘Derriweit Heights’304 property in the Mount Macedon ranges. In the 
article, Ina stated that, ‘I didn’t see any that for their age and possibilities, could excel 
own Botanical Garden – Mr Guilfoyle’s gardens’.305 Some of the plant material that Ina 
used at ‘Heronswood’ showed strong links to the palms and succulents that Guilfoyle 
liked to use (see in Appendix 4, ‘Palette of plants and colours Ina used at ‘Killenna’ and 
other properties’). In the same article, Ina made reference to Luffman’s positioning of 
ponds, ‘where it is possible, have a small depression and drain water into it for a water 
 
304 ‘Derriweit Heights’ c.1874 was originally owned by Mr Charles Ryan, father of botanical artist Ellis 
Rowan (née Ryan). It was destroyed in the Ash Wednesday bushfires in 1983. 
305 ‘Pomona’, op. cit., p. 7. 
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lily pond’.306 The surviving photographs of gardens known to be designed by Ina, 
‘Hethersett’ and ‘Heronswood’, and her writings gave this author the impression that 
Ina was influenced more by Luffman than by Guilfoyle and that her landscape design 
style reflected this.  
Jordan claimed that ‘Working as a landscape designer, she [Ina] studied with William 
Guilfoyle’.307. The author was unable to verify the source of that statement. However, 
an article ‘Trees of the Historic Burnley Gardens, Melbourne, Australia’, published in 
1990, stated that Guilfoyle was one of several men who lectured at Burnley. Others 
were the Government Pathologist and Botanist Baron von Mueller (1825-1896) and 
Senior Government Entomologist Charles French (1842–1933).308 So, it is possible that 
Ina did study under Guilfoyle in her classes at Burnley.  
Elsie Cornish (1870–1946), another contemporary, was a self-taught South Australian 
garden designer who began working professionally in 1910. There is no evidence that 
Ina and Cornish ever met. According to Bird, in ‘The Interwar Gardens of Elsie Marion 
Cornish: A Comparative and Contextual Analysis’, Cornish was also influenced by 
Luffman. Cornish believed, as Luffman did, that gardeners and architects should work 
together and that those who were interested in gardening needed to study 
architecture, landscape painting, history and climate, as all those factors affected 
humankind, buildings and plants. Both Ina309 and Cornish were also influenced by 
overseas artist and garden writer Gertrude Jekyll (1843–1932) and the Mediterranean 
landscape tradition. Cornish was later influenced by Edna Walling.310 However, though 
Ina and Cornish had similar philosophies, the photographs of ‘Hethersett’ and 
‘Heronswood’ show that Ina’s style was very different from that of Cornish. 
Other influences  
There was no direct evidence that quantified how much Ina was influenced by Jekyll. 
But there are strong parallels. This became evident when studying Ina’s 1933 diary in 
 
306 ibid. Luffman positioned the lily pond at Burnley in a natural depression. 
307 Jordan, ‘Women’s Time’, op. cit., p. 298. 
308 Aldous, op. cit., p. 66. 
309 ‘Pomona’, op. cit., p. 7. 
310 L. Bird, ‘The Interwar Gardens of Elsie Marion Cornish: A Comparative and Contextual Analysis’, 
M.L.Arch. thesis, University of Adelaide, 2006, p. 19. 
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which she said that she liked pale colours, and at ‘Killenna’ there were monochrome 
beds, ‘a red bed, a yellow bed and blue bed’.311 The pattern and palette were 
comparable to Jekyll’s garden at ‘Munstead Wood’, near Godalming in Surrey, England. 
The second international person who appeared to influence Ina was English architect 
and author Harry Inigo Triggs (1876–1923).312 It was impossible to determine the 
strength of Triggs’ influence upon Ina’s designs, but there were parallels. ‘Killenna’, the 
Higgins’ family home, included a terrace; the garden at 146 Toorak Road West had a 
boundary planting of Italian pencil pines (Cupressus sempervirens); and an unnamed 
garden (possibly ‘Koorootang’ or ‘Whitclyffe’) at Mt Martha contained a piazza. All 
these elements were echoes of Triggs’ style.313  
Through her garden designs, Ina was able to demonstrate that women were capable 
and talented garden designers. The surviving photographs of ‘Heronswood’ and 
‘Hethersett’ evidenced that Ina was a designer of ‘some note’, equal to any male 
colleagues. Ina adopted innovative ideas and believed that the Garden Cities 
philosophy advocated by Ebenezer Howard (1850–1928) would suit Australian 
conditions.314 Ina’s designs followed the traditions of the time; she did not break out 
and create new design styles. She was one of the new generations of Australian 
gardeners who advocated gardening for Australian conditions rather than imitating 
English gardens and traditions in horticulture. She promoted the use of Australian 
natives such as acacias and suggested that instead of large expanses of lawn, Australian 
gardeners should create glades of cool and refreshing grassed areas. Over 100 years 
ago, Ina understood the value of water-saving in Australian gardens which is still an 
important issue today.315 
 
311 G. Jekyll, Colour Schemes for the Flower Garden, 4th edn, George Newnes Ltd, London, 1919, p. 98. 
Ina’s diary, 1938. 
312 Harry Inigo Triggs designed many formal gardens and later some country houses, mostly in southern 
England. He was an architect who specialised in historical research and in re-creating gardens of the 
past. Triggs published many books, which influenced the Italian mode of the Arts and Crafts style in 
England. Higgins bequeathed her copy of his book The Art of Garden Design in Italy (1906) to her 
sister-in-law Beatrice Higgins.  
313 Vance and Nettie Palmer Papers, Letter, 1057/2538, National Library of Australia, Canberra. 
314 17 Letters: Professional Services of Mr Walter Burley Griffin to design townships of Leeton and Griffin 
(07/03/1914–24/02/1915); NSW Water Resources, Series NRS 14511, file no. 14/3312; 
Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area files; NSW Water Resources Commission, 1911 to December 1986, 
State Records, Western Sydney Records, 4 August 1914.  
315 ‘Pomona’, op. cit., p. 3. 
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Ina was remarkable in not only breaking down the stereotype of women as different 
from men, but in building a supportive network to encourage and mentor other 
women to enrol in horticultural study. She identified the areas of horticulture at which 
women excelled316 and was one of the founders of the Women’s Horticultural 
Association of Victoria that supported the women Burnley graduates. The next 
generation – Mellor, Gibson and Walling – benefited from Ina’s pioneering work and 
became recognised landscape designers of merit. Due to the lack of surviving 
employment records from the first group of women horticulturists, the second group 
of women horticulturists are perforce considered Ina’s peers for the sake of discussion 
in this thesis.  
A comparative analysis of the second group of women (see Appendix 4) revealed that 
Emily Gibson, 1916 graduate and Burnley staff member 1918–1922 and 1945–1953, 
followed Ina’s example in promoting horticulture as a suitable career for women. 
Sometime after 1937, when Kings College at the University of Durham, ‘one of the 
foremost horticultural education establishments in the world was established’,317 
Gibson approached the University of Durham and convinced it to accept Burnley 
graduates for post-graduate horticultural studies. Australia offered no such option at 
the time. Throughout her horticultural career, Gibson, like Ina, encouraged women to 
consider horticulture as a career.  
Conclusion 
The most significant finding of Chapter 5 was a nondescript memo dated 1911 that 
showed a link between the Women’s Political Association of Victoria, Ina and the 
Burnley School of Horticulture. This memo is highly significant to the women’s 
movement today and to horticulture in Victoria because it is unique – never before has 
any connection been identified between the Association, initiated in 1903–04 by 
Victorian Suffragist leader Vida Goldstein with socialist overtones, and a tertiary 
educational institution. To understand the Association’s involvement better, more 
research needs to be carried out. 
 
316 Higgins, ‘Horticulture for Women’, op. cit. 
317 Winzenried, op. cit., p. 41.  
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Equally significant was the realisation that the controversy of women students and 
Luffman’s difficulties with the Board of Horticulture were a smokescreen, perpetuated 
by disgruntled Royal Horticultural Society of Victoria members who were unhappy at 
losing ‘free propagation material’ because the Society no longer owned the land of 
Burnley Gardens.  
The next significant finding was the names of the women who attended Burnley in 
1899 and 1900; these names had been lost since Luffman burnt his papers in 1907. 
There is a huge gap in the knowledge of what these women students achieved after 
they graduated from Burnley, but discovering their names gave this author the ability 
to begin researching through digitalised newspapers on Trove. The discovery further 
strengthens the author’s claim that Olive Mellor, Emily Gibson and Edna Walling were 
not the pioneering female students of Burnley – Ina Higgins and her fellow women 
students were.  
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Chapter 6 Gardens and Other Projects of Ina 
Higgins 
 
Figure 6.1: Anne Higgins in the garden at ‘Killenna’, c.1916. 
Reproduced with the permission of the Helen Palmer Papers, Ms 6083 Photographs: Miscellaneous, 
Box 24, National Library of Australia, Canberra. Photographer: unknown. 
… Watered lettuces & ferns with sulphate of ammonia. Planted out 
snapdragons and worked in garden. 
I. Higgins, Digital copy of Ina Higgins diary dated 8 February 1933, MS 6083 Series Personal and 
Correspondence of the papers of Helen G. Palmer, 1918–1996, National Library of Australia, 
Canberra. 
Introduction 
Chapter 6 begins by detailing the garden design styles that were popular at the end of 
the 19th and beginning of 20th centuries in Australia. It discusses Ina’s development 
as a landscape gardener, and the styles of garden design she preferred. Based on a 
newspaper interview in 1910 and surviving photographs of some of the properties Ina 
designed, the author outlines Ina’s design principles. The chapter then includes a 
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detailed description of each garden with which Ina was involved (see Map 6.1). The 
author carried out extensive research at the Public Records Office of Victoria, the State 
Library of Victoria and the NSW State Archives to discover new gardens attributed to 
Ina, but to no avail. This research was unable to definitively identify all the gardens Ina 
designed or worked in, or establish whether she was influenced by more modern 
designers.  
This author was unable to discover evidence about whether Ina designed the gardens 
at the Higgins family houses ‘Killenna’, ‘Doona’ and ‘Orchard House’ (see Map 6.2). But 
there is evidence that Ina worked in her own garden at ‘Killenna’, that she designed 
her brother John’s garden in Kew, that she helped her sister-in-law Mary Alice Higgins 
after Henry’s death in 1929, and that she assisted her brother George when he lived at 
504 Punt Hill in South Yarra. It seems at least possible that she also lent a helping hand 
in designing and planting the early family gardens. 
Adding to the number of known gardens Ina designed, several new gardens can be 
added to this list. The first is one on Toorak Road West and the second in Mt. Martha 
that this author has confirmed. But due to lack of evidence the author was unable to 
prove it is the property identified. A third garden is possibly Ina’ brother George’s 
‘Orchard House’ in Haverbrack Avenue, Malvern but there is no evidence to support 
this claim. These three previously unknown gardens are plotted on the 6.1 map below 
(numbers 4, 6 and 8), are significant discoveries because they add to the knowledge of 
how many gardens Ina designed and the different types of elements used in them; in 
both cases there is a strong Italian influence. The gardens also evidence that Ina 
practised what she stood for, that was as a role model for other women thinking about 
taking up horticulture as a profession. The chapter concludes by discussing the possible 
reasons why Ina abruptly stopped designing in 1920.  
Landscape fashions  
The landscape styles of the Victorian era in Australia were exuberant and eclectic. The 
Victorians were ‘plant mad’; continents such as Asia, India and South America were 
more open to visitors and adventurous plant collectors brought back from there many 
142 
 
species never seen before.318 The formal style was swept away and replaced, in the 
early 19th century, by a Naturalistic style with curved garden beds, natural fountains, 
unclipped shrubs sprawling over gravel paths, lakes and island beds with colourful 
annuals. As the 19th century progressed, the Naturalistic or English landscape 
movement became more refined and evolved into the Gardenesque style.319 This was 
a style where trees and shrubs did not touch, allowing the natural shape and beauty of 
each to be individually appreciated. 
At the same time the Gardenesque style began, two philosophies emerged in England 
that challenged the ‘fussy and prudish’ Victorians. The first was the Arts and Crafts 
movement (1860–1920), which was a reaction against mass production of items such 
as those manufactured by the Industrial Revolution. The philosophy of the Arts and 
Crafts movement involved craftsmen working with their hands and forging a 
connection with their work. This led to both human fulfilment and beautiful items. The 
Naturalistic landscape movement and later Gardenesque style naturally merged and 
become part of the Arts and Crafts ethos.320 The second, closely related movement 
was the Aesthetic era (1860–1900). This sensuous movement was the antithesis of the 
Victorian era. It challenged the moralistic Victorian views and penetrated all aspects of 
cultural life – music, literature, interior design and fashion. It differed from the 
utilitarian Arts and Crafts movement in that it advocated ‘art for art’s sake’; beauty 
needed to be considered but a piece did not need a practical purpose.321 
Ina was born the same year these new styles emerged and, with her artistic 
inclinations, would have been interested in the latest thinking from Britain. As an artist, 
her appreciation of beauty and self-expression would have been sharpened; thus, she 
became interested in the Aesthetics movement that also connected well with her 
beliefs in Victorian feminism. One of the element of the Aesthetics movement was the 
 
318 Woodward, C., ‘The Plant Pirates’, Financial Times, 15 September 2012, 
<https://www.ft.com/content/c4c0a9b2-f8d3-11e1-b4ba-00144feabdc0>, accessed 11 June 2018. 
319 Riley Smith, M., The Front Garden: New Approaches to Landscape Design, Houghton Mifflin, Boston, 
1991, p. 27. 
320 Clericuzio, P., The Arts & Crafts Movement Overview and Analysis, The Art Story Contributors (ed.), 
25 February, 2017, < https://www.theartstory.org/movement/arts-and-crafts/>, accessed 31 
August, 2019. 
321 Souter, A., The Aesthetic Movement Overview and Analysis, McCain, S., (ed.),The Arts Story, Nov, 
2016, <https://www.theartstory.org/movement/aesthetic-art/>, accessed 31 August, 2019. 
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use of blue and white322 and in the Nettie Palmer Papers there is a postcard from Nettie 
to Ina, featuring an Aesthetics-style picture (see Figure 6.1a). While the jar is from the 
K’ang Hsi period, its blue and white form reflects Nettie’s recognition of Ina’s interest 
in the Aesthetics movement. The Aesthetics movement did not extend into the garden 
but the Arts and Crafts movement did and it was questioning the relationship of the 
man-made formal garden and calling for a more 
 
Figure 6.1a: Postcard from Nettie Palmer to Ina. 
Reproduced with the permission of the Nettie Palmer Papers, Ms Microfilm 11741.  
 
322 McDowall, C., The Aesthetic Movement – England’s Beautiful Cult of Its Own, The Culture Concept 
Circle, 3 March, 2014, <https://www.thecultureconcept.com/the-aesthetic-movement-
englands-beautiful-cult-of-its-own>, accessed 23 September, 2019. 
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 ‘Naturalistic garden’. Proponents of the ‘new’ Naturalistic garden were William 
Robinson323, Gertrude Jekyll, Charles Luffman and William Guilfoyle. Three of these 
prominent people were to influence Ina in her later profession as a landscape 
gardener. 
Surviving pictures of ‘Heronswood’, ‘Hethersett’ and the Talbot Epileptic Colony 
highlight Ina’s preference for the Naturalistic movement and Gardenesque type 
gardens.  
Ina’s interview with ‘Pomona’ in 1910 revealed her thoughts about gardens and 
women working in horticulture. The interview showed she had learnt and understood 
Luffman’s lessons on designs. She thought good garden design should provide 
protection against the north (hot) winds and the sun in summer, and that there should 
be arbours and shady trees to sit under. Ina understood that formal French gardens 
were unsuitable in Melbourne because they were open, windy and sun-exposed in 
design character. She also realised that water was a precious and expensive resource 
in Australia – having fountains such as at Versailles and Fontainebleau was completely 
unsuitable because the water would evaporate and be wasted. Ina considered that 
water was needed in Australia for cultivation rather than decoration. Large expanses 
of lawns were also unsuitable for Australian conditions because they were hard to keep 
green during summer and required large amounts of water. Ina believed that Australia 
was better suited to glades (open spaces in woods or forests) of cool and refreshing 
grasses. She also felt that gardens should include more native plants such as acacias 
and flowering gums (Eucalyptus sp.) as well as tough exotics including oleanders 
(Nerium oleander), magnolias (Magnolia sp.) and jacarandas (Jacaranda 
mimosifolia).324  
Ina appreciated some elements of English gardens and liked the formality of the 
designs that extended to the house facade, but she knew that the style would not suit 
Australia. Ina explained that English gardens were designed to admit the sunlight into 
 
323 William Robinson (1838-1935), English gardener and journalist, whose ideas lead to the Arts and 
Crafts movement. 
324 ‘Pomona’, op. cit., p. 10. 
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a house whereas Australia needed gardens that shaded the house. She said that ‘I think 
I was more in love with the woods and water effects of England, than the gardens’.325  
When ‘Pomona’ asked Ina ‘What is your ideal of an Australian garden?’, Ina replied 
that one of the most beautiful gardens she knew in Australia was ‘Derriweit’, the 
Buckley family’s garden at Mount Macedon (co-owners of Buckley & Nunn department 
store in Collins Street, Melbourne). Originally owned by Charles Ryan, an early colonial 
pastoralist and father of botanical artist Ellis Rowan, the garden at ‘Derriweit’ was 
originally laid out by plantsman and Royal Botanic Garden Melbourne Director William 
Guilfoyle. Ina loved the way Guilfoyle had planted rhododendrons (Rhododendron sp.) 
down to the lake edge, just like she had seen on her English tour of 1908–1909. She 
said that even though she had seen the best botanical gardens in the world in Milan, 
Paris, Dublin and Kew, ‘I didn’t see any that for their age and possibilities, could excel 
our own Botanical Gardens – Mr. Guilfoyle’s gardens’.326 
In addition to English-style gardens, Ina liked formal Italian gardens as well as the 
Naturalistic and eclectic styles. In 1914, she demonstrated interest in a relatively new 
design movement, Garden Cities.327 The Garden City movement was founded in 
England in 1898 by Sir Ebenezer Howard who was interested in social reform. It is a 
method of urban planning using concentric circles, where housing, industry and 
agriculture are designated each a space but are independent entities but together all 
make up a community that is surrounded by ‘green belts’.328  
This research could not find enough documentary evidence to support the contention 
that a particular design style can be attributed to Ina. Nor could it document Ina’s 
career as a landscape designer in detail, due to insufficient visual or diary material and 
the paucity of extant structural evidence of any new design styles with which Ina may 
have experimented. ‘Heronswood’, ‘Hethersett’ and the Talbot Epileptic Colony, 
 
325 ibid. 
326 ibid. 
327 E. Howard, Garden Cities of To-morrow (1902) former entitled To-Morrow: A Peaceful Path to Real 
Reform (1898) Sir Ebenezer Howard OBE (1850– 1928), the English founder of the garden city 
movement. Howard was also a supporter of Henry George’s Single Tax which Ina and Henry were 
also interested in.  
328 Anonymous, ‘Sir Ebenezer Howard British Urban Planner’, The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, 
<https://www.britannica.com/biography/Ebenezer-Howard>, accessed 15 May 2019. 
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however, demonstrated that Ina understood the principles of garden design and that 
she was a designer of some merit.  
The 1932 aerial photograph of ‘Heronswood’ appeared to show that it was the least 
designed of the three properties. However, this was misleading as there were 
established garden beds and pathways close to the house. But there is insufficient 
evidence as to their designer.329 The Talbot Epileptic Colony design was very simple 
and as there is no surviving planting plan – only the 1908 Contour Plan – it is difficult 
to know what Ina envisaged. It is unknown whether the 1959 Contour Plan detailed 
the garden. ‘Hethersett’ was Ina’s most adventurous design, successfully marrying a 
pre-existing with a new ‘fashionable eclectic’ garden. The front driveway of 
‘Hethersett’ had a strong sense of unity and sat well in the landscape. It is quite 
possible Ina landscaped other areas of the garden – photographs show a distinct 
Naturalistic style.  
However, this author was unable to discover any documentation detailing what areas 
of the garden Ina redesigned.  
Comparative analysis: Ina’s peers and landscape styles 
The comparative analysis undertaken as part of this research (see Appendix 4) set out 
some basic principles of designs and compared and contrasted Ina’s work with that of 
Mrs Boldrewood and Mrs Tuckett. It highlighted that Ina understood how to create a 
unified landscape working with the site’s contours and the local environmental 
conditions, borrowing local vistas and incorporating them into the overall design. 
When analysing the work of Ina, Mrs Boldrewood and Mrs Tuckett, the overall 
impression was that Mrs Boldrewood’s garden was the least unified, Mrs Tuckett’s 
garden at ‘Omama’ was very well designed and unified, and that the design of 
‘Hethersett’ was the most complicated.  
The aim of conducting a comparative analysis of Ina, Luffman and Guilfoyle was to 
identify what she learnt from them and how she interpreted their influence on her 
 
329 Edward La Trobe Bateman is attributed by Nettie Palmer and the Heritage Victoria’s citation of 
significance to be one of the designers of the house and garden at ‘Heronswood’. However, the 
author did not sight any surviving records to confirm this. The author considers Nettie Palmer may 
be wrong. The Kodak photographs of c.1903 show there were existing structures including gardens 
and pathways which were altered by Ina around 1910 as the 1932 ascertains.  
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design and plant choice philosophies, resulting in a better understanding by author of 
Ina’s similarities and differences. 
The above premise also applies to Mellor, Gibson, Walling and Cornish, whose work 
was separated by time and location from that of Ina. Cornish worked interstate and by 
the time the other three women were employed as landscape designers, Ina had 
retired. Cornish designed gardens in South Australia, Mellor and Walling started out as 
‘jobbing gardeners’, and Gibson worked with the Griffins in Melbourne. The aim of the 
comparative analysis was to understand Ina better and see what it revealed.  
The following section, Gardens of Ina Higgins, begins with Table 6.1 that lists the 
properties Ina may have been involved with. Each property is then described in as 
much detail as possible. Because there is so little surviving information on the gardens 
Ina designed, it is important that it is recorded before it becomes lost or forgotten. The 
information presented in this thesis will aid garden historians of today and the future 
to gain a more accurate picture of gardens in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.  
Gardens of Ina Higgins  
In 1914 Ina wrote to Leslie Wade, Commissioner of the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Trust 
(MIT), that when she was in England: 
… I was greatly struck with the possibilities of Garden Cities;330 I formed the 
opinion that Australia would be an ideal place to have them. 
17 Letters: Professional Services of Mr Walter Burley Griffin to design townships of Leeton and Griffin 
(07/03/1914–24/02/1915); NSW Water Resources; Series NRS 14511 File number 14/3312, 
Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area files; NSW Water Resources Commission, 1911 to December 1986, 
State Records, Western Sydney Records, 4 August 1914. 
 
Table 6.1: Properties in which Ina Higgins was involved in a landscape design capacity 
Date Property Existing or 
demolished 
Involvement of Ina 
1888–
1889 
(New) ‘Killenna’ 15 Sorrett 
Avenue, Malvern 
Demolished  Not known 
1883–
1885 
‘Doona’, Glenferrie Road, 
Malvern 
Demolished  Not known 
 
330 No evidence has been located to evidence that Ina was involved in any other Australian Garden City 
project.  
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1902 ‘Orchard House’, 6 
Haverbrack Avenue, 
Malvern 
Demolished  Highly likely, but no 
evidence 
1903 ‘Heronswood’, 105 
Latrobe Parade, Dromana 
Garden still 
existing, but 
significantly altered  
Renovated garden in 1910 
1905 Unknown garden, possibly 
‘Koorootang’ at Mt 
Martha 
Piazza extant, lake 
filled in  
Designed garden 
1907–
1958 
Talbot Epileptic Colony, 
Wellington Road. Clayton, 
(now Monash University) 
Buildings 
demolished, only 
trees survive 
Designed garden 
1909 Mr and Mrs McDonald’s 
garden, 146 Toorak Road 
West, South Yarra 
Demolished  Gave advice 
1911 ‘Hethersett’, Burwood, 
now Presbyterian Ladies 
College  
Buildings survive, 
only extant trees 
Designed garden 
1912 (New) ‘Ardmore’, 7 
Ridgeway Avenue, Kew 
Demolished  Designed garden 
1933 Sir John Grice, ‘Coolullah’, 
Williams Road, South 
Yarra 
Demolished Gave advice 
1914 Walter Burley Griffin, NSW 
townships of Leeton and 
Griffith, part of the 
Murrumbidgee Irrigation 
Scheme  
Still some surviving 
avenues of trees 
If heliograph plans were 
returned from Ina to 
Griffin, then some of Ina’s 
tree recommendations 
were used 
1915–
1919 
Women’s Rural Industries 
Co-Operative Farm, 
Mordialloc 
Farm no longer 
exists 
Was Horticultural 
Instructress 
1902–
1948 
Possibly many other 
gardens of family and 
friends  
Not known Designer and possibly did 
some of the work  
1936 Mr Hamilton and Mrs 
Mary Anne Moore 
Not known Gave advice 
 
Below are two maps, identifying the location of the gardens Ina designed and the 
family properties listed in the Table 6.1.  
Please note: Ina did not design Burnley gardens. It is included on the maps to identify where it is located.  
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Map 6.1: Gardens designed by Ina Higgins, Port Phillip Bay area. 
Creator: Sandra Pullman. 
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Map 6.2: Higgins family properties, Port Phillip Bay area.  
Creator: Sandra Pullman. 
Family properties 
1883–1885: ‘Doona’, Glenferrie Road, Malvern 
Ina’s brother Henry named the property ‘Doona’ ‘after the ancient castle of Grace 
O’Malley on the coast of Mayo’331 that his mother, Anne, had seen as a little girl. 
Houses and gardens, such as ‘Doona’, were built to demonstrate the owner’s success 
and wealth.  
‘Doona’332 was a typical Boom-style two-storey Italianate villa built in c.1883–1885. 
Designed by architect William Salway, it was positioned on an allotment in Glenferrie 
Road, Malvern, opposite ‘Stonnington Mansion’. It was located on 1.5 acres (0.6 ha) 
and covered the entire block bordered by Glenferrie Road (east), Cross Street (west), 
 
331 Palmer, Henry Bourne Higgins, op. cit., p. 103. 
332 The Stonnington History Centre catalogue identified Edward James Frost (Jim) (d. 1990) of 12 
Elizabeth Street, Malvern as the gardener for Justice Henry Higgins of 'Doona', 
<https://stonnington.spydus.com/cgi-
bin/spydus.exe/FULL/WPAC/ARCENQ/3305107/22946840,22>, accessed 18 December 2018. 
Burnley Enrolment and Attendance records show that Mr Henry Higgins paid fees for A. Brahaul for 
1903 and the Comments column mentioned that he did not return in 1904. 
151 
 
School Street (north) and Church Street (south). While it is not proven that Ina 
designed the garden, architectural historian Miles Lewis confirmed that there is no 
evidence that Salway designed gardens and no specific designers have come to light, 
so it is possible that Ina had a hand in the design of the garden, especially as the family 
lived there until Henry returned from his honeymoon in 1888. ‘Doona’ had 14 rooms 
and a landscaped garden that included a croquet lawn and a sweeping curved 
driveway. To the south was a field in which Henry kept his ‘good bush horse, Gaffer 
Grey’ that he used to ride to the beach for a dip in Port Phillip Bay.333  
 
Figure 6.2: ‘Doona’. 
Reproduced with the permission of the Stonnington Heritage Centre, City of Malvern Collections, 
reference no. MP 1418. Photographer: unknown. 
Surviving photographs of ‘Doona’ show it with a naturalist landscape with 
Gardenesque features including sweeping lawns, gravel driveways, palms, roses, 
dahlias and camellias. Map 6.3, a 1907 Melbourne & Metropolitan Board of Works 
plan, showed some unidentifiable small structures including an octagonal structure 
that could be a summerhouse or a rotunda on the ‘Doona’ allotment. Other 
possibilities are an aviary or perhaps a complex of bird or fowl houses.334 After Henry 
died in 1929, ‘Doona’ was sold, the house was demolished and the land subdivided. 
 
333 ibid., pp. 102–103. 
334 J. Hawker, Heritage Officer (Horticulture), Heritage Victoria, pers. comm., 30 August 2016. 
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Map 6.3: Melbourne & Metropolitan Board of Works detailed map no. 1769, ‘Doona’, 1907. 
Public Records Office, VPRS 8601/8601/P0001/36.  
‘Doona’ 
Unidentified Structures 
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Figure 6.3: Henry Higgins. 
Reproduced with the permission of Helen Palmer Papers, Ms 6083 Photographs: Miscellaneous, Box 
23, National Library of Australia, Canberra. Photographer: unknown. 
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1889–1890: ‘Killenna’, 15 Sorrett Avenue, Malvern  
 
Map 6.4: Melbourne & Metropolitan Board of Works detailed map no. 1760, ‘Killenna’, and 
‘Orchard House’, 1908. 
Public Records Office, VPRS 8601/P0001 Detailed Plan. No. 1760. Reproduced with the permission of 
the Stonnington Heritage Centre, City of Malvern Collections, Plan no. 1,0720.007 00 
 
There is conflicting evidence on how Ina’s parents came to own ‘Killenna’, 15 Sorrett 
Avenue. Nettie Palmer wrote that ‘New Killenna’ was built at ‘Uncle George’s’ 
expense.335 However, Family Experiments: Middle-class Professional families in 
Australia and New Zealand, c.1880–1920, stated that while Henry was on his 
 
335 Vance and Nettie Palmer Papers, Letter 1174/1/153, National Library of Australia, Canberra. 
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honeymoon he converted an inheritance of land in Ireland into cash and gave it to his 
parents. There were no details explaining where the land, with rental income valued 
at £1200, came from.336 Perhaps Henry’s money bought the land and George paid to 
build the house, but this is just speculation. ‘Killenna’ became the long-standing family 
home in Malvern. It was a large masonry house on three-quarters of an acre with a 
formal garden,337 set back further from the street than were the other houses in 
Sorrett Avenue. ‘Killenna’ had bay windows, two bathrooms (one upstairs, one 
downstairs), a box room, a drawing room, a tower and an upstairs balcony. George, a 
civil engineer contractor, may have worked from home for a few years, as he listed 
‘Killenna’ in the 1896 Sands & McDougall Directories as his business address. Figures 
6.4 and 6.5 are the only extant illustration of the house; they show the 1930s plans 
submitted to the then City of Malvern Council for converting the house into flats.  
This author was unable to discover any original house or landscape plans or wide-
angled photographs that documented the garden’s layout and its changes. There were 
some tiny Kodak pictures of the garden, but identifying the plant material was difficult 
because the photographs were blurred and monotone and not surprisingly the focus 
was on the people in the pictures. Nettie described ‘Killenna’s garden as formal;338 no 
evidence was discovered to say whether Ina later transformed it into a natural style. 
But the 1916 picture of Ina’s mother in the garden at ‘Killenna’ (Figure 6.1) showed 
that part of the garden seemed to be in a more Naturalistic style.  
There was no evidence discovered as to who designed the garden or if Ina had any 
input when ‘Killenna’ was built. It was most probably a collaboration between her 
father and the rest of the family. Neither is it known whether Ina later used the 
‘Killenna’ garden as a testing ground for her design ideas, as many gardeners do.  
It is quite possible that the garden of ‘Killenna’ may have been very similar to the 
garden of ‘Doona’, especially as there were only a few years difference between the 
building of the houses. ‘Killenna’ on a smaller block did not have the space for the large 
sweeping lawn at ‘Doona’ but may have had island beds, edged with a strip of lawn, 
 
336 Richardson, op. cit., p. 171. 
337 Vance and Nettie Palmer Papers, 1174 /17/273, National Library of Australia, Canberra. 
338 Vance and Nettie Palmer Papers, 1174/1/153, National Library of Australia, Canberra. 
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similar to ‘Hethersett’ (see Figure 6.23). Figure 6.2 showed that there were palms in 
the garden at ‘Doona’, and Ina’s 1930s diaries mentioned that ‘Killenna’ had a palm 
bed. 
Ina’s mother Anne died in 1917. She bequeathed the house to Ina, who lived there on 
and off for the rest of her life (see Appendix 1: Wills and Death Certificates). In the 
1930s Ina divided the house into several flats, possibly because, as implied by the entry 
in her 1934 diary,339 she did not like living alone.  
 
 
Figure 6.4: Sketch of proposed alterations to ‘Killenna’ to create flats, City of Malvern Council, 
1930s. 
Reproduced with the permission of the Stonnington Heritage Centre, City of Malvern Collections, 
Plan no. 1,0720.007 00. Photographer: Sandra Pullman. 
 
339 I. Higgins, Diaries of Ina Higgins, Papers of Henry Higgins, 1840–1976, Ms 1057, Bib ID: 540859, 
National Library of Australia, Canberra, 4 October 1934. 
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Figure 6.5: Elevation drawing of proposed alterations to ‘Killenna’ to create flats, City of 
Malvern Council, 1930s. 
Reproduced with the permission of the Stonnington Heritage Centre, City of Malvern Collections, 
Plan no. 1,0720.007 00. Photographer: Sandra Pullman. 
Some of the features of ‘Killenna’s garden were: 
• an oak tree (Quercus sp.) that Ina brought home in her youth;340  
• roses, as Ina loved them. In April 1933, she planted a Lorraine Lee rose as 
introduced in 1924 by Alister Clark;341 
• the removal of the privet hedge (Ligustrum sp.), noted in Ina’s 1934 diary. It 
was replaced by a rose hedge using seven Sunny South roses plus six Billy Boiler, 
both of which were Alister Clark roses. Ina also planted a Shot Silk rose and two 
Black Boy roses; 
 
340 Ibid., 1174/17/191, Letter, 24 November 1946, National Library of Australia, Canberra. 
341 Alister Clark (1864–1949), Australian rose breeder, named three roses after two former Burnley 
principals, Alex W. Jessep, 1945, Hybrid Tea (HT), Cerise pink and lost, John Cronin 1935, HT, Deep 
Pink and lost; and former student and staff member Mrs Emily G. Gibson, 1940, HT, Dark red and 
lost. I. Higgins, Digital copy of Ina Higgins diary dated 1933, MS 6083 Series Personal and 
Correspondence of the Papers of Helen G. Palmer, 1918–1996, National Library of Australia, 
Canberra, entry dated 27 April 1933. 
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• ranunculi, planted by Ina in April 1933;342 
• an orchard and vegetable garden; 
• many annuals and bulbs; 
• a terrace and rockery343 as well as individual yellow, blue and red beds. The red 
bed contained a flame tree (Brachychiton acerifolius) underplanted with 
daffodils (Naricissus sp.);344  
• a palm bed and an aster bed.345 
1902: ‘Orchard House’, 6 Haverbrack Avenue, Malvern 
‘Orchard House’ was built by George Higgins. It was named ‘Orchard House’ because 
it was located on the former orchard of the original homestead ‘Haverbrack House’.346 
The 1908 Melbourne & Metropolitan Board of Works detailed plan, map 1760 (see 
Map 6.4), showed that ‘Orchard House’ backed onto ‘Killenna’ and had a tennis court. 
George was likely to have owned the land in 1902 because the map showed an existing 
tennis court on a vacant block of land. There is no evidence that Ina designed the 
garden but by 1902, she had graduated from Burnley and it would have been an ideal 
opportunity to practise her design skills. Nothing remains of the original garden but as 
of July 2018 the front garden retained an oak tree (Quercus sp.) (see Figure 6.7). Ina 
may have planted this tree; she had already planted an oak at ‘Killenna’. In her 1930s 
diaries, Ina mentioned visiting Mrs Kelloway at ‘Orchard House’. 
 
 
342 ibid., entry dated 28 April 1933. 
343 I. Higgins, Diaries of Ina Higgins, Papers of Henry Higgins, 1840–1976, Ms 1057, Bib ID: 540859, 
National Library of Australia, Canberra, entries dated 10 February, 16 June and 30 August 1934. 
344 ibid., entries dated 4 and 20 August 1938. 
345 ibid., entries dated 30 and 31 January 1933. 
346 D. Foster, Stonnington Heritage Centre, pers. comm., 16 October 2016. 
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Figure 6.6: Front view of ‘Orchard House’. 
Reproduced with permission from Marshall White Real Estate Agents, Armadale Office. Photograph: 
DPI.  
 
Figure 6.7: Aerial view of ‘Orchard House’. 
Reproduced with permission from Marshall White Real Estate Agents, Armadale Office. Photograph: 
DPI. 
 
 
Oak tree, 
planted 
by Ina? 
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Figure 6.7a: Picnic at ‘Orchard House’, Cup Day 1909. 
Reproduced with permission from Mission to Seafarers, Flinders Street, Docklands, Melbourne 
(Museum Victoria Object registration 1655). Photographer: unknown. The sailors are sitting under a 
pine tree (Pinus radiata?). 
Map 6.4 (above) shows that ‘Killenna’ and ‘Orchard House’ back onto each other. Unfortunately, it 
is not possible to identify where in the garden the sailors are sitting.  
The history of the above photograph (Figure 6.7a) is as follows: 
This photograph depicts a picnic for Cup Day [Tuesday 2 November 1909] 
organised by the Mission and the LHLG members at Orchard House. The 
property belongs to Mr George Higgins, engineer and his wife, Beatrice who 
was the LHLG Malvern branch secretary. 
In Punch, published on 11 November 1909, we could read: "The pretty garden 
of ‘Orchard House’ and the paddock adjoining (kindly lent by Mr. and Mrs. 
Singleton), was the scene on Cup Day of a most successful sailors' picnic, 
when Mr. and Mrs. George Higgins and the Malvern members of the Ladies' 
Harbour Lights Guild entertained some 110 sailors from the Royal Navy and 
Merchant Service. A football match, sports, and ‘costume’ races were 
indulged in by the more active members of the party, while others enjoyed 
the unusual pleasure of sitting on the green grass under the trees. Mrs. 
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MacLeod, Mrs. Knight, Mrs. Simon Fraser, Mrs. H.B. Higgins, Mrs. Albert 
Keep, Miss Ethel Godfrey, the Misses Wollaston, and a number of other ladies 
assisted to wait on the ‘tars’. One ‘Jack’, from H.M.S. Cambrian, voted it the 
‘nicest day he had had since leaving the Old Country’. Hearty cheers for the 
kind hostesses closed the proceedings. The evening was spent at the 
Institutes of the Missions to Seamen on the Australian Wharf and at Port 
Melbourne respectively, where prizes were distributed to the successful 
competitors. 
Victorian Collections, Museums Victoria, Picnic at Orchard House, Cup Day 1909,  
<https://victoriancollections.net.au/items/5b14e63421ea6d10a03f0d9d>. Accessed online 17 
September 2019. 
Known garden designs 
1903: ‘Heronswood’, 105 Latrobe Parade, Dromana 
Henry Higgins purchased ‘Heronswood’ in 1903 for £1100 as a seaside holiday house, 
for the entertainment of his only child, Mervyn and his friends.347 Nettie Palmer stated 
in her biographical notes that she accompanied her ‘horticultural Aunt’ to look over 
‘Uncle Henry’s house on the hill’.348 She recorded that Ina renovated the ‘Heronswood’ 
garden after 1903, designing a garden that wound off into the bush.349 Another version 
of the story of Ina visiting ‘Heronswood’ appeared in H.B. Higgins: The Rebel Judge, 
where ‘Ina and the governess, Mademoiselle Dumont [Henry’s son Mervyn’s French 
governess], were despatched to look the place over and while noting the disrepair into 
which it had fallen, their verdict was favourable’.350  
 
 
347 Rickard, op. cit, p. 127. Mervyn died in WWI in 1917. 
348 Nettie and Vance Palmer Papers, Letter 1174/1/153, National Library of Australia, Canberra. 
349 ibid., 1174/17/153 and 286, National Library of Australia, Canberra. 
350 Rickard, op. cit., p. 127. 
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Figure 6.8: Front view of ‘Heronswood’, 1903. 
Reproduced with the permission of Clive Blazey, Heronswood Archives, ‘Heronswood’, Dromana. 
Photographer: unknown. 
 
Figure 6.9: Aerial view of ‘Heronswood’, 1932. 
Reproduced with permission of State Library of Victoria, H5071, <http://handle.slv.vic.gov. 
au/10381/80635>. Photographer: Shaw-Ross Aviation Co. 
‘Heronswood’ was a Gothic Revival-style house built in 1866 for political economist, 
jurist and conservative politician William Edward Hearn (1826–1888). Its original name 
Location of 
Ina’s seat 
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was ‘Hearn Wood’.351 Hearn was one of the first law professors at the University of 
Melbourne. There was no clear evidence as to who designed the house: it may have 
been Joseph Reed (c.1823–1890) or Frederick Barnes (1824–1884), Melbourne-based 
leading architects who worked with Edward La Trobe Bateman (1816–1897, cousin of 
Charles Joseph La Trobe, Lieutenant-Governor of Victoria), who designed houses and 
gardens.352 
Bateman has been mentioned as designing ‘Heronswood’, as reported by F.J. Jones, 
Collector of Agricultural Statistics for the County of Mornington, to the Registrar 
General for the year ending March 1865. However, ‘this reference is somewhat 
ambiguous, and may well be referring to the “villa” as much as to the garden, but it 
does indicate Bateman’s involvement at the site from as early as 1864’.353  
It has been suggested that the original garden of ‘Heronswood’ was similar to that of 
‘Wooriwyrite’, but less formal and adapted to views of Port Phillip Bay.354 After Hearn 
died in 1888, ‘Heronswood’ was sold to poet, philosopher and journalist Alexander 
Sutherland (1852–1902), a great friend of Henry’s. The original garden was 
approximately 18 ha (45 acres) but has been much reduced due to subdivision and 
excised allotment sales.355 There were many changes to ‘Heronswood’ garden over the 
years. Henry owned the property for 26 years but little remains from his time – only a 
very low rock wall near the back door and some plantings are extant.356  
Major garden renovations at ‘Heronswood’ apparently did not start until seven years 
after Henry purchased it. In 1910 Nettie’s brother Esmonde Higgins wrote to his 
mother, ‘“the aunties say, there is terrible devastation”, the flower beds are being done 
 
351 A. Neale, ‘Illuminating Nature: The Art and Designs of EL Bateman [1816–1897]’, vol. I, PhD thesis, 
the University of Melbourne, 2001, p. 159.  
352 Joseph Reed designed a similar house, ‘Barragunda’ at Cape Schanck, for his friends the Howitt family 
in 1866; Victorian Heritage Register no. H0664. 
353 Neale, ‘Illuminating Nature’, op. cit., pp. 158, 159.  
354 A. Neale, ‘The Garden Designs of Edward La Trobe Bateman (1816–97), Australian Garden History, 
vol. 33, no. 2, 2005, p. 242. ‘Wooriwyrite’ at Kolor, near Penshurst, Western District, Victoria. 
355 ‘Heronswood’, Victorian Heritage Database Report, Victorian Heritage Register no. H0664, 
<http://vhd.heritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/places/339/download-report>, accessed 22 August 2017. In 
Nettie Palmer’s book Henry Bourne Higgins: A Memoir, 1931, she noted on page 184 that Edward La 
Trobe Bateman was the architect, but there was no reference for her source of information. 
According to Timothy Hubbard, it was a well-known fact that La Trobe Bateman was involved in the 
property at the time of construction c.1871. 
356 B. Bampton, ‘Heronswood’ Head Gardener, pers. comm., 9 October 2015.  
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up, and the flowers in them sorted. Trees are being cut down wholesale, and the drive 
is being altered in shape. Those pittos [pittosporum] round in the front of the porch 
were cut down today and we have an enormous heap of rubbish to have a bonfire of’.357  
The author unearthed the following new facts about ‘Heronswood’: 
• Ina sent Henry a package of native shrubs in 1921 for his birthday,358 
unfortunately without including a list of species;  
• there were cherry plums and figs in the garden;359 
• Ina burnt off sorrel in the orchard and requested aid for this task from her 
nephew Esmonde Higgins;360 
• ‘Heronswood’ had a track to the beach that ended at the bottom of Latrobe 
Parade;361 
• the garden featured a concrete seat known as ‘Ina’s seat’, made in a style called 
‘vermiculated rustication’ (worm-eaten). The style was common for old 
buildings but rare in outdoor seats.362 It is unknown what happened to the chair 
after ‘Heronswood’ was sold. In 2015, this author discovered its position in the 
garden via close study of the 1932 aerial picture (Figure 6.9) 
 
357 Vance and Nettie Palmer Papers, Letter 1174/1/318, National Library of Australia, Canberra. 
358 Vance and Nettie Palmer Papers, Letter 1174/1/2380, National Library of Australia, Canberra. 
359 Vance and Nettie Palmer Papers, 1057/2548; Letter, 7 January 1906; National Library of Australia, 
Canberra. 
360 ibid., 1057/2545; Letter, 14 January 1906; National Library of Australia, Canberra. 
361 C. Blazey, current owner of ‘Heronswood’, pers. comm., 3 July 2018. 
362 J. Hawker, Heritage Victoria, pers. comm., 17 January 2019. 
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Figure 6.10: Henry Higgins sitting on Ina’s seat at ‘Heronswood’, 1919. 
Anita Fothergill family photograph album. Photographer: unknown. 
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Figure 6.11: Ina, Mary and Henry Higgins at ‘Heronswood’, 1903. 
Reproduced with the permission of Clive Blazey, Heronswood Archives, ‘Heronswood’, Dromana, 
Photographer: unknown. 
When Henry Higgins purchased ‘Heronswood’ in 1903 from his friend Alexander 
Sutherland (1852-1902, the property was run down and overgrown. The differences 
visible between the photographs from 1903 and 1932 (Figures 6.8 and 6.9) highlight 
the impact Ina had on the garden. By 1932, a giant unclipped Monterey cypress 
(Cupressus macrocarpa) hedge surrounded the three sides of the property to protect 
it from the prevailing winds, but was open to allow sea views of Port Phillip Bay from 
the living room window.  
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It is highly likely that Ina followed parts of Luffman’s seaside design philosophy but 
amended them to suit the site. In Principles of Gardening for Australia, published in 
1903, Luffman recommended that gardens at windy or rocky sites should be influenced 
by the gardens of the Mediterranean, which Ina seemed to do. The 1932 picture (Figure 
6.8) showed that the gap in the windbreak had been filled in with trees – conifers and 
eucalyptus, not the maritime pines (Pinus pinaster) that Luffman recommended. 
Luffman stated that at casually occupied seaside homes it was best to plant varieties 
of banksia (Banksia sp.), tea tree (Leptospermums sp.) and wattles (Acacia sp.) with a 
few maritime pines (Pinus pinaster).363 Figure 6.9 attests Ina was capable of making 
her own decisions and going against Luffman’s advice, not planting delicate flowering 
plants in an occasionally used house.  
Ina unified the front garden, making it into one space by removing the driveway from 
its dominant position that effectively divided the front of the property into two and 
was the focal point of the view from the living room. In its place, she created an 
ornamental feature path that incorporated some of the existing driveway, with a 
return loop at the end. Along the path were planted Mexican lilies (Beschorneria 
yuccoides),364 very hardy succulents (see Figure 6.12). 
 
363 C.B. Luffman, The Principles of Gardening for Australia, Book Lovers’ Library, Melbourne, 1903, p. 30. 
364 B. Bampton, Head Gardener, ‘Heronswood’, pers. comm., 14 October 2014. 
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Figure 6.12: Ina’s contribution to the garden at ‘Heronswood’. 
Note the Mexican lilies (Beschorneria yuccoides).  
Reproduced with the permission of Dromana Historical Society. Photographer: unknown. 
It is challenging to be precise about what changes Ina made to the garden as there is 
no surviving documentation; however, it is likely that she did not alter the garden beds 
but replanted those around the house with shrubs and flowering plants. ‘Palette of 
plants and colours’ (in Appendix 4) outlines the plants and colours Ina used at ‘Killenna’ 
and other properties. Figure 6.11 shows an example of Ina’s input, with the planting of 
Mexican lily (Beschorneria yuccoides) at ‘Heronswood’.  
1905: Garden at Mt Martha 
Nettie Palmer mentioned in a letter written when staying at ‘Heronswood’ that Ina was 
excited about her garden project in Mt Martha, which involved adding a lake and a 
piazza. She noted that Ina was business-like, being very determined to stay within 
budget.365 
 
365 Vance and Nettie Palmer Papers, 1057/2538, Letter, Easter Monday 1905, National Library of 
Australia, Canberra. 
169 
 
 
Figure 6.13: ‘Koorootang’ with possible remnants of a piazza, 2018. 
Photographer: Pam Wilcock, Mt Martha. 
The unknown property is possibly ‘Koorootang’, located on the coastal-fronting 
Esplanade at Mt Martha. ‘Koorootang’ is now used by a business and retains an extant 
piazza (an open square or public place with a hard surface, however this was for a 
domestic setting). However, there is no extant lake. It is possible that the adjacent 
retirement village, also named ‘Koorootang’, was built on the site of the original lake. 
Another possibility is the next-door property at 602 Esplanade, called ‘Woodclyffe’.366 
The Victorian Heritage Place Report described ‘Woodclyffe’ as a stuccoed Italianate 
villa. Ina was partial to Italian architectural features, so incorporating a piazza would 
be in character with her stylistic interests.  
1909: McDonald garden, 146 Toorak Road West, South Yarra 
This property was built for Hector McDonald, who was Katie Higgins’ brother. The 
garden was mentioned in the Grafton-based Clarence and Richmond Examiner, in an 
 
366 Property identified by Mrs Pam Wilcock, who lives in the retirement village adjoining the original 
homestead ‘Koorootang’, now Tobin Brothers Funeral Home. The on-site Tobin Bros director told 
Mrs Wilcock he remembered a 90+ year-old woman who told him she lived there when she was 
eight and described the rooms, outbuildings and lookout. The woman said that her father built the 
courtyard fireplace and paved it (the piazza). P. Wilcock, pers. comm., February 2018. 
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article on small gardens. The article stated that Ina Higgins, ‘who is our leading 
gardening expert’,367 was designing ‘a most dignified garden on a mere handkerchief 
allotment’.368 The article mentioned that it included a heavy pergola.  
 
Figure 6.14: Mr Hector McDonald’s house, 2017. 
Photographer: Sandra Pullman. 
The house and pergola were still extant in September 2017, but in 2018 both were 
demolished for apartments. Extant plants in 2017 included Canary Island palm 
(Phoenix canariensis), a row of pencil pines (Cupressus sempervirens) along the west 
boundary, Wisteria sp. covering the pergola and lots of succulents. Cupressus 
sempervirens was a popular conifer in the 19th and early 20th centuries. The Palmer 
family papers included a postcard from Ina’s 1908–1909 European trip, showing of 
 
367 Anonymous, Clarence and Richmond Examiner, 19 March 1914, p. 3. 
368 ibid. 
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‘Valuarao’ (?) cypress (Cupressus sempervirens), near Fiesole Villa at San Girolamo. 
Perhaps the row of pencil pines at South Yarra was a connection with the Cupressus 
sempervirens shown on the postcard? With no evidence, it is impossible to say.  
 
 
Figure 6.15: Postcard showing ‘Valuaroa’ (?) cypress, Fiesole Villa, San Girolamo, from Ina’s trip 
to Europe, 1909. 
Reproduced with the permission of Helen Palmer Papers, Ms 6083 Photographs: Miscellaneous, Box 
24, National Library of Australia, Canberra. Photographer: unknown. 
1912: ‘New Ardmore’, 7 Ridgeway Avenue, Kew  
‘Old Ardmore’369 was the home of John and Catherine [‘Katie’] Higgins (Nettie and 
Esmonde’s parents) at 846 Malvern Road, Armadale. According to Nettie, it was 
located opposite the working-class ‘Toorak Mansions’.370 ‘New Ardmore’, was an Arts 
and Crafts style house, built in 1912. Nettie stated that Ina designed the garden before 
the house was built371 but a photograph this author discovered in the Helen Palmer 
Papers, dated 1911, disputes that claim as there was no garden surrounding the new 
house. ‘Ardmore’ is Gaelic for ‘Big Hill’.372 A 1914 sketch of the house, shows a young 
garden drawn by a J.(?) Withers, was discovered in the Nettie and Vance Palmer 
 
369 Sands & McDougall’s Melbourne and Suburban Directory, show that John Higgins lived at 1889 in 
258 Malvern Road, Armadale, then to 1892 moved to 846 Malvern Road, which was known as old 
‘Ardmore’. 
370 Vance and Nettie Palmer Papers, Ms 6083 Box 24 Letter 1174/17/291, National Library of Australia, 
Canberra. 
371 ibid., Ms 6083 Box 24 1174 /17/286, National Library of Australia, Canberra. 
372 Palmer, 1999, p.171911, New ‘Ardmore’, Kew, Helen Palmer Papers, Ms 6083 Photographs: 
Miscellaneous, Box 24, National Library of Australia, Canberra. 
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Papers. However, the artist’s initial is difficult to read; it may have been W. Withers – 
Walter Withers, who taught Ina art at Presbyterian Ladies College. MacKenzie, author 
of Famous Australian Art: Walter Withers, 1854–1913, assessed the sketch and 
considered that it was not drawn by Walter Withers, who died in 1914, nor any 
member of his family. MacKenzie was unable to suggest an alternative artist.373 
 
Figure 6.16: ‘New Ardmore’, c.1914. 
Reproduced with the permission of National Library of Australia, Canberra, object 135769479. 
Sketch by J. Withers.  
Further research by this author led to the conclusion that the artist J. Withers could 
have been Ina’s garden assistant during the 1930s. The 1938 Sands & McDougall 
Directory listed a John Withers at 23 Gordon Avenue, Kew, not far from ‘New 
Ardmore’. 
1931–1938: ‘Killenna’, friends and family gardens 
Ina’s 1930s diaries evidenced that she worked in her own garden at ‘Killenna’ with help 
from an Albert Sipthorpe and sometimes his father, as well as from Mrs Withers, Mr 
 
373 A. MacKenzie, Famous Australian Art: Walter Withers, 1854–1913, Mallard Press, Sydney, 1989. 
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John Withers and his boys, and Mr Denise [Dennis?] Johnson. Ina also helped with her 
brother George’s garden at 504 Punt Hill, South Yarra, with the gardens of her sister-
in-law Mary Alice (Henry’s wife) at the different properties she lived at after Henry died 
in 1929, and possibly with the gardens of several other relatives. Her diaries also 
recorded that she gave plants and soil to her family and friends.  
1933: Sir John Grice garden, ‘Coolullah’, Williams Road, South Yarra  
Ina wrote in her 1933 diary of visiting Sir John Grice (1850–1935) at his family home 
‘Coolullah’ in Toorak. She recorded that he had asked her to advise his gardener Tom 
Parramore about the garden. Grice also owned the property ‘Coolangatta’ in Mount 
Macedon. Ina may have met Grice through her brother George, then an Associate 
Professor at The University of Melbourne; in 1888 Grice was elected to the Council of 
the University of Melbourne and in 1918 he became vice-chancellor.374 Or Ina may have 
met Mrs Grice when Ina was involved in collecting donations for the Queen Victoria 
Hospital or through a mutual interest in Christian Science. Ina mentioned in her diaries 
that Mrs Grice was potentially interested in Christian Science.  
Ina noted in her 1934 diary that Tom Parramore was a ‘very intelligent and nice’375 
young man to whom she lent textbooks. Parramore was also a Burnley graduate. He 
obtained a Certificate of Horticulture in 1934 and in 1940 was commissioned to 
prepare a design for the 10 ha grounds of the National War Memorial in Canberra.376  
1936: Mr Hamilton and Mrs Mary Anne Moore (neé Power) garden 
Ina noted in her diary in July 1936 that she laid out new parts of the Moore garden and 
that she later took plants and planted a silver birch (Betula pendula). She also recorded 
advising on the positioning of stepping stones in the grass. 
 
374 J. Tyers, 'Grice, Sir John (1850–1935)', Australian Dictionary of Biography, 1983, 
<http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/grice-sir-john-6483/text11109>, accessed 4 November 2017. 
375 I. Higgins, Digital copy of Ina Higgins diary, Papers of Henry Higgins, 1840–1976, Bulk 1841–1929, 
Series 6 Ms 6083, National Library of Australia, Canberra, entry dated 21 April 1933. 
376 Saniga, Making Landscape Architecture in Australia, op. cit., p. 74. 
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Other garden projects 
1907: Talbot Epileptic Colony, Wellington Road, Clayton 
Brighton philanthropist James Mason donated the 70 ha (173 acres) property 
‘Grandview’ in Clayton, now the site of Monash University, for the establishment of a 
home for epilepsy sufferers, on the proviso that the property be called 
‘Masonsmeadows’.377 The cause of epilepsy was not medically understood in the 19th 
and early 20th centuries. It was thought that it might be contagious, so patients were 
sequestered in mental asylums or jails. Consequently, epilepsy became linked with 
insanity, and isolating patients in asylums was thought to be medically acceptable 
practice. Gradually, changes took place in the treatment of epilepsy in Europe and 
North America, realising the value of establishing ‘colony’ farms.378  
  
Figure 6.17: Relaxation in ideal surroundings, Talbot Epileptic Colony, 1958. 
 
 
377 S. Steele, A Road to Rehabilitation, North-Eastern Health Care Network, West Heidelberg, 1996, 
p. 10; Z. Lazdin & C. Strachan, Tattersall, Heritage Place Monash University, the University of 
Melbourne, Landscape Architecture Department, 2002, p. 6 
378 Ibid, p. 5. 
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Annual Report 1958, Talbot Epileptic Colony. Reproduced with permission of State Library of Victoria 
SLTF 362.1 A1. Photographer: unknown. 
The National Council of Women of Victoria, part of the International Council of Women 
of Victoria established in 1902, was instrumental in establishing the Talbot Epileptic 
Colony, with the aid of Dr John William Springthorpe (1855–1933). The National 
Council of Women of Victoria was a group of well-educated women, many with 
suffrage experience and seasoned campaigners. With the help of Lady Margaret Talbot 
(1855–1937), wife of Sir Reginald Talbot (1841–1929), Governor of Victoria 1904–
1908, as President of the Committee, the National Council began lobbying in 1904–
1905 to establish a facility in Victoria for epilepsy sufferers.379 The Argus reported in 
1906 that seven designs for the Talbot Epileptic Colony were sent to the Council of the 
Colony and that a prize of £25 was awarded to George Cummins ARIVA of Swanston 
Street for the winning design.380 The Colony was officially opened in March 1907 by 
Lady Talbot.381  
This author could not discover whether Ina knew Cummins, nor how she secured a job 
at the Colony. Luffman may have recommended her to Dr John Springthorpe, as both 
men were members of the exclusive Wallaby Club382, a men-only walking club.  
 
379 V. Wehner, The Story of the Lost Garden of Murrumbeena and its Owners, Volkhard Wehner, 
Melbourne, 2008, p. 245. 
380 Anonymous, The Argus, 30 August 1906, p. 4. 
381 Office of the Governor – Last Update, 25 November 2015, 
<http://www.governor.vic.gov.au/victorias-governor/former-governors-of-victoria>, accessed 17 
June 2016. 
382 The Wallaby Club was established in 1894. Membership was by invitation only. Most were 
professional men with a strong sense of ‘good fellowship’, who enjoyed debating each other and 
enjoyed walking in the natural and built environments. The Club still exists today. Well-known 
members include Alfred Deakin, Henry Bournes Higgins, Dr John Springthorpe and Charles Bogue 
Luffman. 
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Figure 6.18: Wallaby Club. 
Charles Luffman is second from the left in the front row; Henry Higgins is second from the 
right. 
Reproduced with permission of Burnley Archives, The University of Melbourne, B15. 1516. 
Photographer: unknown. 
Ina may have been recommended by her friend Alice Henry, a founding member of the 
Talbot Epileptic Colony, 383 or by Lady Talbot who she may have met through her 
brother Henry. Henry lived opposite Stonnington Mansion, the Governor’s residence 
at the time. Government House was being used by Australia’s Governor-General while 
the official residence in Canberra was being constructed. Ina’s diaries showed that she 
stayed in touch with Lady Talbot, continuing their correspondence until the latter died 
in England in 1937. 384  
The Talbot Epileptic Colony was based on medical science that thought that outdoor 
physical activity was good for the mind and body of people afflicted by epilepsy. A 
suitable environment could be achieved by establishing a farm where patients could 
participate in horticultural and agricultural pursuits which would be therapeutic for 
their mental and physical well-being (see Figures 6.19 and 6.20).  
 
383 Anonymous, ‘Golden Jubilee, The Talbot Colony for Epileptics, ‘Masonmeadows’, Clayton, Annual 
Report, for the Year Ended 30 June 1957’, Council of The Talbot Colony for Epileptics, Melbourne, 
p. 8. 
384 I. Higgins, 1936, Diaries of Ina Higgins, Papers of Henry Higgins, 1840–1976, Ms 1057, Bib ID: 540859, 
National Library of Australia, Canberra, entry dated 28 January 1936. 
177 
 
 
Figure 6.19: Ready for the day’s work, Talbot Epileptic Colony, 1958. 
Reproduced with permission of the State Library of Victoria, SLTF 362.1 A1. Photographer: unknown. 
The Talbot Epileptic Colony was possibly Ina’s first major project. It was an institutional 
garden for which she may have provided her services without charge; in a letter to Mr 
Leslie Wade of the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Trust in 1914, Ina stated that she did not 
charge fees to charitable institutions.385 There are no surviving landscape plans nor 
correspondence discussing the landscaping design; the only evidence of her 
involvement is a few lines in the 1957 Annual Report of the Talbot Epileptic Colony 
which stated that Miss Higgins was responsible for designing the garden beds, 
pathways, driveways and naming of the plants.386 Ina was a member of the Council of 
the Colony from 1907,387 but it is not known when she retired from it. However, in her 
 
385 17 Letters: Professional Services of Mr Walter Burley Griffin to design townships of Leeton and Griffin 
(07/03/1914 - 24/02/1915). NSW Water Resources; Series NRS 14511 File no. 14/3312, 
Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area files; NSW Water Resources Commission, 1911 to December 1986, 
State Records, Western Sydney Records, Letter to Mr Wade, dated 24 August 1914.  
386 Royal Talbot Colony for Epileptics. Mason Meadows. Clayton, Annual Report for the Year Ended 1957, 
Melbourne, 1957, p. 10. 
387 Z. Lazdin, C. Strachan & C. Tattersall, Heritage Place, Monash University, Students Assignment, 2002, 
p. 8. 
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1930s diaries Ina wrote of maintaining her connections with the Colony, noting that 
its Council meetings were held in the city and that she often attended them with her 
sister-in-law Mary Alice Higgins and gave bulbs for the garden.388 In the Committee’s 
Visitor Books, Ina made notes regarding the garden. Unfortunately, the Visitor Books 
are missing; they were last seen in 2002.389  
 
 
Figure 6.20: Part of the day’s work, Talbot Epileptic Colony, 1959. 
Reproduced with permission of State Library of Victoria, SLTF 362.1 A1. Photographer: unknown. 
Two plans of the Colony survive (see Maps 6.5 and 6.6). One is a 1908 contour plan 
that depicted a typical farm layout, including an orchard, a lamp room, a laundry, water 
tanks, windmills, a fowl shed, a cow yard and shed, barbed-wire fences, water holes, a 
row of wattle hedges (Acacia sp., possibly a windbreak), an area under cultivation, 
stringybarks (Eucalyptus sp.), an apple tree and a wood shed. The property seemed to 
be transitioning from a working farm to a Colony hospital. The plan outlined the main 
drive, orchards, flower beds, a picket fence and a plantation along the picket fence.  
 
388 I. Higgins, Diaries of Ina Higgins for the year 1933, Papers of Henry Higgins, 1840–1976, Ms 1057, Bib 
ID: 540859, National Library of Australia, Canberra, entry dated 20 February 1933 
389 ibid, p. 9. 
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Map 6.5: Contour map, Talbot Epileptic Colony, 1908. 
Source: Andrew Saniga, Landscape Architecture, The University of Melbourne. 
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Map 6.6: Contour map, Monash University Preliminary Survey Plan, 1959. 
John Stevens Collection. Reproduced with permission of State Library of Victoria., Accession no. LTAD 
135. 
A second plan, the 1959 Monash University Preliminary Survey Plan, recorded a 
mature design that had been developed over 50 years. It depicted a Naturalistic 
landscape with Gardenesque features consisting of curved garden beds, sweeping 
lawns, specimen trees and tennis courts. The dots along the main drive may have 
indicated English oaks (Querus robur), whose planting was attributed to Ina in a report 
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by university students Lazdin, Strachan and Tattersall.390 However, the 1957 Annual 
Report of the Colony noted that Dr Springthorpe had aided in the planning of the farm, 
including what trees to plant, where to put the orchard and stables and other buildings, 
which leads this author to believe that Ina may not have been involved planting the 
oak trees.391 How much of the Colony’s plan can be attributed to Ina’s original design 
is impossible to say, due to the lack of original plans, correspondence or photographs 
to compare against the 1959 survey plan. Neither was this author able to discover 
information about the input from Mr Love the gardener, who worked at the Colony for 
40 years. Pictures of the garden in the Colony’s Annual Report of 1954 seemed to echo 
the original garden beds depicted in the 1908 contour plan and correlate with the 1959 
preliminary survey plan. Figure 6.17 showed the grounds as being reminiscent of 
Burnley Gardens, with a pleasant ambience and the appearance of a well-run 
organisation. 
 
Figure 6.21: Aerial view of Monash University campus at Clayton, c.1959. 
Reproduced with permission of Monash University Archives N2397. Photographer: unknown. 
 
390 ibid. 
391 ibid., p. 7.  
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In 1958, the Victorian government compulsorily acquired the land for the site of a new 
university, Monash. Still surviving on campus today are many of the original specimen 
trees and a few of the English oaks. In the garden of the vice-chancellor’s house is one 
of Ina’s favourite camellias (Camellia japonica ‘Hagoromo’). 
 
1911: ‘Hethersett’, 141 Burwood Hwy, Burwood 
 
Figure 6.22: ‘Hethersett’ Convalescent Hospital, 1916. 
Reproduced with permission of Cheryl Griffin’s blog Fighting the Kaiser: Coburg and the First World 
War, 21 January 2018. First published in Punch, 9 March 1916, p. 21.  
At the beginning of the 20th century, Burwood, a suburb east of Melbourne, was semi-
rural, quiet and peaceful. Around 1911, Dr Ramsay Mailer392 bought a property there 
and named it ‘Hethersett’, after a village in Norfolk, England. He renovated the 
Victorian house, incorporating Edwardian features that are extant today.  
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At the time of ‘Hethersett’s renovation in 1911, there was no one fashionable style of 
garden design. Popular styles included an eclectic mix of formal and informal, evolving 
from the explosion of plant discoveries around the world and the Victorian enthusiasm 
for showing them off.393 A photograph of ‘Hethersett’s main driveway taken in c.1914–
1920 depicted this eclecticism (see Figure 6.23). Ina’s design referred to ancient times, 
with a ground layout that paid homage to Italianate garden structure by using formal 
symmetrical straight lines, geometric shapes, a triangular lawn and long views towards 
the house. Ina included Gardenesque features such as a gravel driveway, rose arbour 
and ribbon bedding. Originally, ribbon planting consisted of three different ground 
cover species, such as annuals, but the planting evolved over time to sacrifice one 
ribbon – usually the edge ribbon, as shown in Figure 6.23 – and replace it with grass. 
The plant material was allowed to grow informally, thus softening the harsh straight 
lines.394 
 
Figure 6.23: Path leading up to ‘Hethersett’ Convalescent Hospital, c.1914–1920. 
Reproduced with permission of State Library of Victoria, H2009 103/1. Photographer: unknown. 
The ribbon bedding was filled with (possibly) dahlias, petunias or Aubrieta sp.395and 
edged with grass. The gravel driveway ended in a roundabout at the front door, with 
Australian cabbage-tree palms (Livistona australis) and camellias in the background, 
 
393 M. McBriar, ‘Gardens of Federation and Other Edwardian Houses in Melbourne circa 1890–1914’, 
Graduate Diploma in Landscape Design thesis, RMIT, Melbourne, 1980, p. 73. 
394 B. Elliott, Victorian Gardens, B.T. Batsford, London, 1986, p. 114. 
395 S. Read, Senior Heritage Operations Officer, Heritage Division at NSW Office of Environment and 
Heritage, pers. comm. 2014.  
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and one Camellia japonica ‘Hagoromo’ that is still extant. With this mix of styles, Ina 
created a typical formative garden of the period. 
During the second half of 1914, Dr Mailer transformed his spacious home and garden 
‘Hethersett’ into a private hospital for men returning from the battlefields of World 
War I. Mailer was a specialist in nervous diseases and a practitioner in Victoria’s Mental 
Hygiene Department. Pictures preserved in the State Library of Victoria dated c.1916 
showed recuperating soldiers sitting in the garden among naturalist curving beds filled 
with shrubs, sunken pathways and extensive lawns planted with specimen trees. There 
were stylistic shades of Luffman’s links with Burnley Gardens. The hospital stayed open 
until 1917, when the Defence Department started sending surgical cases that Mailer 
could not treat. 
 
Figure 6.24: ‘Hethersett’, c.1939. 
Presbyterian Ladies College Archives, Burwood. Photographer: unknown.  
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1914: Murrumbidgee Irrigation Scheme 
 
Figure 6.25: Walter Burley Griffin and Marion Mahony Griffin, Castlecrag, Sydney, 1930. 
Reproduced with permission of National Library of Australia, Bib ID 3113700. Photograph: 
Pohjanpalo Jorma (1905–1991), 27 July 1930, <http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-136874560>. 
In 1915, Nettie Palmer wrote from England asking her to ‘tell her about Aunty Ina’s 
‘Federal Capital’.396 This was a very confusing and misleading question. Nettie was 
really asking about Ina’s invitation from Mr Leslie Wade (1864–1915), civil engineer 
and Commissioner of the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Trust (MIT), who had employed 
North American architect and landscape architect Walter Burley Griffin (1876–1937) 
to design the model towns of Leeton and Griffith. Wade was looking for a garden 
designer who could assist Griffin in choosing species for the street plantings in Griffith 
and Leeton and for the plantations within the Central Plaza of Leeton. 397 The first letter 
 
396 Vance and Nettie Palmer Papers, 1175/1/ 1374 A, Letter, 16 February 1915, National Library of 
Australia, Canberra. 
397 17 Letters: Professional Services of Mr Walter Burley Griffin to design townships of Leeton and Griffin 
(07/03/1914 – 24/02/1915); NSW Water Resources; Series NRS 14511 File no. 14/3312, 
Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area files, NSW Water Resources Commission, 1911 to December 1986, 
State Records, Western Sydney Records, Letter to Mr Wade, dated 30 July 1914 and memo 14/3312 
dated 29 October 1914.  
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received by Ina revealed that Griffin recommended her to Wade ‘he mentioned that 
you had specialised in the landscape gardening side of town planning’.398  
It was a most extraordinary and unusual opportunity for a woman in the early 20th 
century to be invited to work on such an important project with such a renowned 
landscape architect. Ina’s involvement with the project was reported far and wide; the 
news travelled as far as Brisbane and Western Australia. Women in 1914 were not 
expected to be employed in professional work. The only paid work that was generally 
open to women was non-professional and undervalued labour such as a domestic 
servant, a factory worker or a shop assistant.  
Sadly, the landscape design project never eventuated because the day before Wade, 
Griffin and Ina were to meet in the town of Junee Junction, NSW, on 13 February 1915, 
Wade died399 at his residence in Double Bay, Sydney, of coronary heart disease. With 
Wade’s death, the project was abandoned and it disappeared from garden historians’ 
minds. 
All that was left of the project were a couple of small paragraphs in newspapers. This 
author inquiries of the Griffin Society (which had no records or knowledge of Ina 
Higgins) as well as of leading experts on Walter Burley Griffin and Marion Mahony, 
Professor James Weirick (University of NSW) and Dr Christopher Vernon (University of 
Western Australia). Both were able to offer some references to newspaper articles 
they had found.  
However, neither knew if the project had eventuated and, if so, whether Ina had 
worked with Griffin. This was an intriguing puzzle because Ina’s connection with Griffin 
had disappeared until these letters resurfaced. Some Griffin researchers mentioned 
the Sydney botanist Constance Le Plastrier, who taught the Griffins about Australian 
plants in 1914. Given the existing local connection, why would Griffin need Ina’s help? 
Ina was probably engaged because she understood landscape design, whereas Le 
Plastrier was a teacher of English, Latin and botany and had no experience as a 
designer.  
 
398 ibid., Letter to Ina Higgins dated 30 July 1914. 
399 ibid., Letter to Mr Wade, dated 7 January 1915. 
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Figure 6.26: Aerial perspective of design of the township of Griffith, c.1915–1926. 
Reproduced with permission of the National Library of Australia, from the Marion Mahony Griffin and 
Eric Nicholls Collection, PIC/9929/196 Folder 5. Artist: unknown. 
Through persistence and the help of the archivist at the Western Riverina Libraries in 
Griffith, this author unearthed 17 letters that confirmed that Ina was going to work 
with Griffin. The letters are held in the State Records Office of NSW, in the 
Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area files of the NSW Water Resources Commission for 1911. 
The letters revealed a little more about Ina. Writing to Ina directly, Wade enquired 
whether she charged for her services. Ina replied, ‘I feel strong too, that it would be 
unfair to others, who are earning their living at this profession, for one member of it to 
work gratuitously’.400 She added that when she was in England in 1908–1909, she ‘was 
greatly struck with how suitable Garden Cities would be for Australia’.401 This 
demonstrated that Ina was aware of overseas trends and was interested in new ideas 
of landscape design and planning.402 
Wade sent Ina two heliograph contour plans of the Plaza of Leeton; however, this 
author was unable to confirm whether Ina worked on them and returned them. There 
 
400 ibid., 24 August 1914. 
401 The Garden City movement was an approach to urban planning in which self-contained communities 
were surrounded by greenbelts, containing proportionate areas of residences, industry and 
agriculture. The idea was initiated in 1898 by Sir Ebenezer Howard in the UK. 17 Letters: Professional 
Services of Mr Walter Burley Griffin to design townships of Leeton and Griffin (07/03/1914 – 
24/02/1915); NSW Water Resources; Series NRS 14511 File no. 14/3312, Murrumbidgee Irrigation 
Area files, NSW Water Resources Commission, 1911 to December 1986, State Records, Western 
Sydney Records, Letter to Mr Wade, dated 4 August 1914.  
402 D. Nichols, pers. comm., 6 November 2017. A heliograph plan was essentially just a plan copied by 
some form of photography or related mechanical process. ‘Helio plans’ were produced in a short, 
multiple run by some process. The term became redundant once photocopying was developed.  
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appeared to be no records of them in the NSW Archives.403 The coincidence of Griffin 
using some species that Ina was known to favour, as mentioned in the 1910 article by 
‘Pomona’, such as jacarandas (Jacaranda mimosifolia) and oleanders (Nerium 
oleander) is reasonably high, especially as they were quite fashionable at the time. 
Griffin may have been familiar with jacarandas and oleander’ but he would not be 
familiar with the drier climate of Leeton and Griffith and would not have known 
whether either species would survive – unless he received advice on the subject. With 
the help of Griffith resident Ann-Lynnette Brown, this author carried out further 
research to see if the species had ever been planted. According to Brown, the eastern 
approach to Griffith includes some jacarandas as well as some elderly oleanders.404 
There is no certainty about how Ina met Griffin, but there are several possible 
scenarios.  
Life-long friend, journalist and women’s right advocate Alice Henry and author of My 
Brilliant Career (1901) Miles Franklin (1879–1954), were in Chicago when the 
announcement was made that Griffin and Mahony had won the design competition 
for Canberra. Henry and Franklin decided to drop into his office and congratulate him. 
Later, when Griffin left for Australia, Franklin wrote a letter of introduction to socialist 
journalist and activist Henry Hyde Champion (known as Hyde, 1859–1928,) asking him 
to make Griffin feel welcome.405 Champion, who married Vida Goldstein’s sister Elsie, 
ran the circulating Boots’ Book Lovers Library in Melbourne, and published Luffman’s 
The Principles of Gardening for Australia in 1903. Champion and Luffman, along with 
Henry Higgins and Dr John Springthorpe, were members of the men-only walking club, 
the Wallaby Club.406  
Champion and Griffin were supporters of the ideals of North American political 
economist and journalist Henry George (1839–1897) who promoted a ‘Single Tax’ 
scheme, which was tax paid on the value of unimproved land to finance government 
 
403 17 Letters: Professional Services of Mr Walter Burley Griffin to design townships of Leeton and Griffin 
(07/03/1914 – 24/02/1915); NSW Water Resources; Series NRS 14511 File no. 14/3312, 
Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area files, NSW Water Resources Commission, 1911 to December 1986, 
State Records, Western Sydney Records, Letter to Mr Wade, dated 24 November 1914.  
404 A. Lynette Brown, pers. comm., 2016. 
405 J. Roe, Stella Miles Franklin: A Bibliography, HarperCollins, Sydney, 2000, p. 162. 
406 Wallaby Club, Melbourne, <http://www.wallabyclub.org.au/history/>, accessed 4 October 2017. 
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projects. Henry Higgins was also interested in the scheme. The only reference Ina made 
to George was in her 1934 diary in which she noted her attendance at a Henry George 
League meeting. 
An alternative scenario is that Ina perhaps attended one of Griffin’s Melbourne 
lectures, entitled ‘Architecture and Democracy’, held in October 1913 at the Victorian 
Institute of Architects and met him there. 
1915–1919: Women’s Rural Industries Co-operative Farm, Mordialloc 
… Miss Ina Higgins, a sister of Mr. Justice Higgins, of Victoria. Miss Higgins is 
the leading woman gardener in Victoria … 
Anonymous, ‘A Woman’s Farm’, The Preston Leader, 22 May 1915, p. 6. 
The Women’s Rural Industries Co-operative Farm was established in Mordialloc, a 
south-east bayside suburb of Melbourne. It was the last of Ina’s major horticultural 
ventures, and enabled her to contribute by teaching horticultural skills and knowledge 
to young women. It was possibly her most challenging employment but at the same 
time the most rewarding, allowing her to link her feminist social ideals with her 
horticultural expertise. There were many articles about the farm in Melbourne 
newspapers as well as articles syndicated around Victoria and Australia. Ina was the 
Horticultural Instructress at the Farm, at times the pro tem Secretary and at other 
times Treasurer.407 Ina was often mentioned in the newspapers, highlighting that ‘Miss 
Higgins is a trained and certificated flower and fruit expert’408 and that ‘Miss Higgins, 
a sister of Mr. Justice Higgins, was one of the first Burnley School of Horticulture 
graduates. She is accountable for some particularly fine gardens’.409 
The author discovered that there was variation among the ‘facts’ reported in 
newspapers, raising questions about the reliability and accuracy of some of the 
information. There were very few authors and historians with knowledge of the Farm, 
hence it was not always possible to definitively check facts. There was no record of the 
Farm in the Higgins or Palmer family papers.  
 
407 Anonymous, ‘News of the Day’, The Age, 17 March 1915, p. 8; Anonymous, ‘Women Help Women: 
Workroom Opened’, Weekly Times, 6 February 1915, p. 32. 
408 Anonymous, ‘Victorian Women’s Rural Industries’, Sydney Morning Herald, 31 March 1915, p. 5. 
409 Anonymous, ‘A Woman’s Farm’, The Preston Leader, 22 May 1915, p. 6. 
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The Broadford Courier and Reedy Creek Times reported in June 1915 that: 
The prime movers [of the Farm] are merely by co-incidence, members of the 
Women’s Political Association, and as a majority of these members have 
leanings towards Socialism, the farm may yet prove-or disprove many 
theories.410 
Capitalist societies are not usually supportive of socialism and conservative political 
parties and newspapers demonised socialism. What was interesting about this venture 
was that the supporters, many of whom were middle-class, were not supporters of 
Socialism but nevertheless wanted to try to establish a new and just social order in 
Australia. Unfortunately, the Farm project failed, just as Vida Goldstein’s father’s 
‘labour farm’ at Leongatha failed in 1908.411  
The land for the Farm was purchased through the Closer Settlement Scheme, a 
Victorian government initiative that arose after the Depression of the 1890s. It was 
intended to address the high demand for agricultural land through providing smaller 
land-holdings. Squatters or free selectors had tied up most of the arable farming land 
in the colony, making it nearly impossible to buy unoccupied land. In 1904, the 
Victorian government started buying back land from large estates and breaking it up 
into smaller lots to be sold to small land-holders.  
 
410 Anonymous, ‘A Woman’s Farm’, Broadford Courier and Reedy Creek Times, 4 June 1915, p. 4. 
411 Bomford, op. cit., p. 16. 
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Figure 6.27: Connie Gardiner and Rica Kirby at the Women’s Farm, Mordialloc, 1916. 
Reproduced with permission of Kelly Gardiner; ‘Nimitybelle’, ‘Sydney Week by Week’, Table Talk, 4 
May 1916, p. 30. Photographer: unknown.  
Figure 6.27 is the only known surviving photograph of the farm and two of the girls it 
employed. The Women’s Voter of 17 June 1915, mentioned another trainee, a Miss 
Robertson.412 
 
412 Anonymous, The Women’s Voter, 17 June 1915, p. 2.  
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The original Farm grant was 11 acres (4.5 ha) or 14 acres (5.6 ha), as variably reported 
in newspapers. It increased eventually to 23 acres (9.3 ha ).413 The Women’s Co-
operative was offered the land next door, which was unsellable due to a family tragedy. 
It included a four- or five-roomed house which they could use if they wished to cleanse 
it.414 Of the land, some 7 acres (2.8 ha) were under lucerne and 4 acres (1.6 ha) were 
under barley, which were cash crops. In 1915, Ina added more bulbs to the 200 already 
planted. The Women’s Co-operative expected to generate income by growing early 
potatoes and onions.415  
Dr Graham Whitehead, historian at Kingston City Council, was able to establish the 
Farm’s location. The Farm was sited between Lower Dandenong Road (north), 
Governor Road (south), Boundary Road (west) and Braeside Park (east). It was west of 
the present Woodlands Golf Course in White Street. The site is now occupied by light 
industry. Period newspaper reports implied that Mordialloc Railway Station was in 
close proximity and thus allowed easy access, but in reality, it was 1.5 miles (2.4 km) 
away.416 
In March 1915, the Shepparton Advertiser wrote that ‘It was proposed by Miss Vida 
Goldstein that the meeting agree to form a women’s rural industries company’.417 In 
contrast, in March 1915 the Perth-based Western Mail wrote that ‘one gathers that 
the idea of this enterprise originated with Miss Cecelia John’.418 But the project was 
quite possibly the brainchild of Goldstein, whose father Jacob had been appointed 
 
 
414 Anonymous, ‘Women’s Rural Industries Co. Ltd. To Help Unemployed Women’, The Woman Voter, 
23 March 1915, p. 3. 
415 ibid. 
416 Anonymous, ‘General Items’, Western Mail, Perth, Western Australia, 26 March 1915, p. 41; 
Anonymous, ‘Women’s Farm’, The Woman Voter, 7 September 1916, p. 3. 
417 Anonymous, ‘Women as Farmers. A Compact with the Closer Settlement Board’, Shepparton 
Advertiser, 18 March 1915, p. 3. Vida Goldstein’s father Jacob belonged to the Charity Organisation 
Society, which believed ‘that poverty should be controlled through the application of scientific 
principles, rather than blaming the poor or accepting their suffering as God’s will’ (Bomford, op. cit., 
p. 14). Jacob Goldstein argued that ‘the aim was to enable the poor to help themselves and to prevent 
poverty, rather than relieve it’ (ibid.). Charity should be scientifically organised so that eventually it 
would be unnecessary. The Society also believed that ‘handouts were demeaning and only gave 
money as a last resort’ (ibid.). 
418 Anonymous, ‘General Items’, Western Mail, Perth, Western Australia, 26 March 1915, p. 41. 
193 
 
Honorary Superintendent and had experience in establishing the Leongatha Labour 
Colony in 1892.419  
It is also possible that the idea for the Mordialloc Farm arose out of an English report 
entitled The Work of Educated Women in Horticulture and Agriculture, written by Mrs 
Roland Wilkins for the Women’s Farm and Garden Union in England and published in 
the Victorian Journal of the Board of Agriculture in 1915. Wilkins discussed Women’s 
Co-operative Farmers Ltd, which was established in 1912. Perhaps Ina or Adela 
Pankhurst knew about that Co-operative and thought it an admirable idea.  
In her article ‘Horticulture for Women’, Ina hinted at an imminent project, ‘The idea of 
a co-operative colony should appeal to women’.420 
Another interesting point is that the Farm was run on lines very similar to those taught 
by Luffman to women students at Burnley: 
Much might be done by a number combining to carry on in conjunction as 
orchard, a poultry farm, beekeeping (special), vegetable growing, flower 
raising (i.e. cut flowers for decorating, flowers for scent-making, and nursery 
plants), each one choosing her own section of the enterprise; and in the same 
connection farming might be undertaken. 
This demonstrated Luffman’s influence – Ina had learnt the lesson he taught and had 
the great opportunity of putting her skills and knowledge into practice.  
The Farm was a business entity that arose from concern among Women’s Political 
Association members about the high number of unemployed women at the beginning 
of World War I. Because the cost of living was increasing, so were the number of 
unemployed. According to historian Griffin, the cost of living in Melbourne rose by 
34.6% between July 1914 and early 1916. Wages were frozen, employees had less 
buying power and unemployment rose to over 6%. The situation was not helped by 
the introduction of an income tax to help finance the War. 421  
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The Farm was first mentioned in The Age and The Argus on 17 March 1915. Both 
articles reported an extraordinary meeting of women the previous day (16 March 
1915), aimed at establishing a co-operative farm to help train working-class women 
who were interested in finding work in the agricultural sector. The first meeting was 
held in the Melbourne Town Hall and discussed plans for forming a rural women’s 
industries company. It was chaired by Lady Mayoress Mary Hennessy (1861–1937), 
wife of Sir David Valentine Hennessy (1858–1923), who was Lord Mayor of Melbourne 
1912–1917. The Mayoress was reported as saying ‘that she was pleased that such a 
movement was on foot, as she believed that women should be helped to be self-
supporting, and with the object in view she had endeavoured to promote the 
agricultural industry’.422  
The convenors were women’s activist Mabel Singleton (1877–1965), Ina, Vida 
Goldstein, (singer, feminist and pacifist) Cecilia John, artist (painter and muralist) 
Bertha Merfield (1869–1921) and women’s activist and Australian writer Mary Eliza 
Fullerton (1868–1946).423 The meeting passed a motion, seconded by a Mrs Lockie 
Burns, to form a Co-operative. The Co-operative shareholders’ meeting was 
subsequently held the following Tuesday, 23 March 1915. John Higgins, Ina’s brother, 
was appointed as the Co-operative’s accountant.424  
The Woman Voter, a monthly journal owned and edited by Goldstein, included an 
extensive report on the meeting of 23 March 1915. It went into great detail about the 
project, including the arrangements being made with the Closer Settlement Board for 
the purchase of 12 acres (4.8 ha) at Mordialloc for just over £500 via a hire purchase 
scheme.  
The weekly Melbourne-based Table Talk reported in April 1915 that the Co-operative 
required £300 to start with then needed to raise £700–1000 for the first year’s 
upkeep.425 To raise that amount of money, the Co-operative issued 1000 shares at £1 
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1915, p. 11. 
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each.426 It planned to have six young female trainees; no males would be accepted, 
although men were welcome to buy shares. The girls would not pay fees; in return for 
their work they received accommodation, training and a little pocket money so that 
they did not have to wait until the first sales of their produce to receive an income. The 
young women worked hard. Ina taught them to plough with the Farm’s two horses, to 
grow asparagus, carrots, flowers, bulbs, berries and potatoes. The produce was sold at 
the old Dandenong Market.427  
At first the reports in The Argus were supportive but by 1916 the conservative 
newspaper had begun a targeted campaign attacking Vida Goldstein. The Farm became 
entangled in this criticism because it was associated with Goldstein. The Argus was a 
conservative newspaper and Goldstein was a progressive and anti-establishment icon; 
their ideologies clashed. The Argus questioned the propriety of the Women’s Political 
Organisation receiving a Victorian government grant of £20; later raised to £45 in 
November 1915. The grant was to help pay the expenses of another Women’s Political 
Association initiative, the Women’s Labour Bureau.428 In May 1916, The Argus stated:  
The propriety of making the grant has been the subject of much discussion, 
and it is understood that the Ministry has decided that the contributions shall 
cease from the end of this month, and that if Government assistance be 
granted in future it will be given in the form of a charity vote through the 
usual channels. 
Anonymous, ‘Political Charity Grant to Cease’ The Argus, 16 May 1916, p. 6. 
Vida Goldstein was furious at this news. She devoted three of the four pages of the 8 
June 1916 issue of The Woman Voter to repudiating the accusation of impropriety, to 
no avail.  
 
426 Anonymous, ‘Women’s Rural Industries Co. Ltd. to Help Unemployed Women’, The Woman Voter, 
23 March 1915, p. 3. 
427 K. Gardiner, 1917, Scholastic Australia, Sydney, 2017, pp. 183–184. K. Gardiner, pers. comm., 21 
February 2018: “The Old Dandenong market was then on the corner of Boundary and Governor Rds, 
a site that later became a racecourse and Hoysteds stables”. 
428 Women’s Labour Bureau was established by the Women’s Political Association but it was a separate 
organisation, intended to help unemployed women and their families. The workroom was at 229 
Collins Street, Melbourne. Material, sewing machines and funds were need to make clothes for the 
unemployed and to pay the women for their sewing. Women could register and the Labour Bureau 
tried to help them find jobs.  
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In January 1916, at the same time the Women’s Political Association was being 
criticised by The Argus, the Women’s Rural Industries Co-operative approached the 
Minister for Agriculture with a request that the land be given to the Farm Co-operative 
and the rental money be invested in developing the Farm. The Minister replied ‘that it 
was impossible to entertain the request’.429 He stated that when the Co-operative was 
registered it should send him its Articles of Association and a statement of money 
subscribed publicly; he and Sir Alexander Peacock (the state Treasurer) would then 
consider a grant.430  
It is unknown whether the Co-operative sent the required documentation but the 
women did not give up. They continued to lobby for the unemployed and visited the 
Minister again: 
Carrying with them a large quantity of vegetables, including a massive 
pumpkin, Miss Vida Goldstein, Miss Cecilia John and Mrs Lareher, 
representing the Women’s Rural Industries Company Limited, waited on the 
Minster for Lands (Mr. Hutchinson). 
Anonymous, ‘Women’s Farm: State Assistance Sought’, The Argus, 16 March 1916, p. 8.  
The issue of paying rent slipped into obscurity and disappeared; therefore, it is highly 
likely the Co-operative continued paying the rent until the Farm closed in 1919. 
Not all the press was negative. In fact, much of it was positive. Early in 1915, the 
Principal of the Burnley School of Horticulture, Mr Edward Pescott, ‘predicted rosy 
future for the farm’.431 When asked to give his opinion of the scheme, he said, ‘I think 
the proposition of the W.P.A. to begin a co-operative horticultural institution where all 
work done by women, an excellent one’.432 Like Luffman, Pescott advised that the best 
way to start was by ‘growing flowers for decoration, in abundance. Seedling flowers 
and plants are always in demand. They could grow small fruits, such as raspberries, 
cape gooseberries figs raspberries and strawberries etc., turning them into “home-
made” jam’.433 Pescott then advised, ‘Later when they become established, the 
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candidateities might train such women as showed adaptability to go out and give 
advice anywhere regarding garden and tree conditions. Garden designs could be 
furnished, gardens might be planned and laid out’ [sic.].434  
Newspaper reports of the Farm gave the impression it was doing well. Then all of a 
sudden in 1918, reports of the Farm vanished from the newspapers and by 1919 the 
Farm had closed. 
What happened? Why did it fail? The attacks by The Argus would not have helped the 
Farm raise the support it needed from the general public. The Farm might have failed 
because of lack of money – with the state government refusal to let the Co-operative 
use the land rent-free, its economic fate may have been sealed. Further strain on 
finances may have been caused by the Co-operative’s decision to distribute at least 
some of its produce to the unemployed and poor families rather than sell it.435 The 
financial woes were reported by the Adelaide Daily Herald (1917), ‘It is considered 
remarkable that so much should have been accomplished within two years, considering 
they have had to content with two great difficulties – lack of capital, and lack of 
water’.436 The Sydney Morning Herald also reported on the Farm’s water shortages, ‘a 
well is being sunk, and a windmill erected, for there is permanent water at 20 feet [6 m] 
below’.437 According to Australia’s Institute for Disaster Resilience, there was a major 
drought across most of Australia between 1918 and 1920.438 Lack of water would have 
been a very serious problem. It may have led to crop failure, therefore reducing the 
Farm’s ability to generate income and pay its bills, eventually causing it to fail. 
But there are other possibilities as to why the Farm failed, including a combination of 
factors. World War I diverted the public’s attention away from the Farm and swallowed 
huge amounts of monetary resources. During this time Cecelia John’s and Vida 
Goldstein’s focus moved away from the Farm and towards campaigns against 
conscription. According to feminist Carolyn Rasmussen, another factor in the Farm’s 
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failure may have been that John was very difficult to get along with and became very 
close friend of Goldstein. John became a powerful force in the Women’s Political 
Association and in Goldstein’s life.439 In 1917, John’s attention was diverted to 
Goldstein’s campaign to be elected to the Federal Parliament. In late 1918, both 
women were invited to represent Australia at the Women’s Peace Conference in 
Geneva.440 The Burnley Archives Attendance Registers for 1919 show that the School 
was closed from February to March that year due to the Spanish flu epidemic. The state 
government may have ordered that the Farm close,441 but this is only conjecture. The 
state government was slow to act on its promises of infrastructure to support the Farm 
scheme, including sealed roads and equipment.442 Additionally, Ina was possibly unable 
to spend as much time at the Farm as she would have liked.443 As an unmarried 
daughter, she may have had a family obligation to nurse her ailing mother Anne, who 
died in 1917. 
When the women returned from visiting the Minister of Lands, they composed a 
satirical song (see Figure 6.28).  
Agrikultur 
(With Respectful Dedications to the Dauntless Three) 
 
Along came St Cecilia, with her halo awry, 
A pocket of rye, and a battle-lit eye; 
In her hand a huge pumpkin she bore- 
Half a hundredweight or more- 
A trophy from “THE FARM,” it lay upon her arm 
Like a sceptre the trophy she wore. 
 
Away to the Minister, with intent so sinister, 
And a cobber carrying cobs, 
To tell him what the State owes the grower of Potatoes 
And the hobbledehoy who hobs, 
On his table she thuds the Mordialloc spuds, 
“Dare men,” says she, “mock frocks when women in their smock frocks 
Have won such thumping’ taters from the buds?” 
“Not bad for a beginner,” says he; “I’ll have my dinner 
Of these ‘taters’, or as many as I‘m able- “Oh! Good man, but will yer?” 
 
439 C. Rasmussen, pers. comm., 15 August 2015. 
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So quickly cries Cecilia. 
“I didn’t raise my spud to be a veg-et-able.” 
Then they told him what they wanted- 
It was money, money, money 
To produce the gentle chicken, and the peas, for 
Summer pickin’ 
To bolster up the silk worms and the honey, 
And he, surprised and daunted, he gave them 
What they wanted; 
And they [‘th] all their trophies, went their ways, 
Convinced there’s nought like ‘taters to soften legislators 
Unless it’s ‘Rural’ pumpkins and Mordialloc maize. M.E.F. 
Figure 6.28: The Mordialloc Farm Song.  
The Woman Voter, 21 March 1916, p. 2. 
 
 
Map 6.7: Parish of Mordialloc, showing original land-holders in the Mordialloc Close 
Settlement Project.  
Reproduced with permission of Kingston Collection, City Council of Kingston. 
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Other major projects 
This section discusses some of the other projects that interested Ina. They are listed in 
chronological order, beginning with the Women’s Work Exhibition of 1907. It is beyond 
the scope of this research paper to include a critical analysis of the success and feminist 
aspects of the 1907 Women’s Work Exhibition, or the Women’s Horticultural 
Association of Victoria, or the 1934 Centenary Gift Book. This thesis is more interested 
in Ina’s contribution to those projects and recording the relevant information.  
1907: Women’s Work Exhibition, Royal Exhibition Building, Melbourne 
 
Figure 6.29: Poster, Australian Exhibition of Womans’ Work, 1907. 
Original poster design by Dorothy Leviny, c.1907. 
Reproduced with permission of Castlemaine Art Gallery and Historical Museum. 
The first Australian Women’s Work Exhibition was held in October–November 1907 at 
the Royal Exhibition Building in Carlton, and was hailed as a great success. The aim of 
the Exhibition was to showcase the achievements of Australian women in their day-to-
day labours and, in a distinctly feminine way, to reflect their identities and show their 
vigorous support for the newly federated nation. There were over 250,000 attendees 
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and the Exhibition made a small profit.444 The Exhibition was the brainchild of Lady 
Northcote, wife to the Governor General of Australia. Exhibitions were popular in the 
19th century as a vehicle for countries to show off their advancements in technology 
and science. The Great Exhibition of 1851 held in the Crystal Palace in Great Britain, for 
example, was the first international exhibition of manufactured goods. Philadelphia 
held the first major exhibition of women’s work at a Centennial Exhibition, where 
women had successfully lobbied for their own separate section.445 Many countries of 
all sizes held such exhibitions, including Great Britain and its colonies, Belgium, France, 
Siam, the US, Turkey, Sicily, Japan and Mexico.  
The Australian Exhibition was a hybrid of the Great Exhibition tradition, which was 
based on three main elements: emerging nationalism, international exhibitions 
including women’s pavilions, and the ‘All-Australian’ trade exhibitions.446 
The women of this ‘new’ country Australia wanted to educate the public and celebrate 
what they had achieved in the advancement of the nation. They also wanted to justify 
their worth as citizens through displaying their industry in building the nation. The 
organisers, many who had feminist goals, wanted to depict the professions that 
women were able to enter. A wide range of professions was represented at the 
Exhibition from nursing to medicine, from architectural design to literature. There was 
horticulture, photography, dress-making, cooking and laundry work as well as arts and 
crafts, consisting of painting, needlework and so on. The organisers were not thrilled 
about the inclusion of domestic work such as dress-making, cooking and laundry work, 
because they wanted to show that women had overcome societal barriers and created 
new employment opportunities.447  
The Higgins family entered pieces in the 1907 Women’s Work Exhibition. Ina entered 
a piece in the Fine Arts category, Beatrice (George’s wife) registered an entry in the 
 
444 E. Willoughby, ‘Woman Making an Exhibition of Herself': The Women's Work Exhibition, 1907’, 
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Wood-carving category and ‘Mr Justice Higgins’ registered an entry in the design 
competition, winning a prize.448  
Surprisingly, Ina’s contribution to the Women’s Work Exhibition was not in organising 
the horticultural exhibitions, as one would expect, but in serving as Honorary Secretary 
to Lady Margaret Talbot, the Victorian representative. Lady Talbot lived at Stonnington 
Mansion in Glenferrie Road, just a few streets away from Sorrett Avenue, where Ina 
lived. Mrs Margaret Tuckett, a lady with considerable knowledge of rural matters, was 
the Chairwoman of the Exhibition’s Horticultural Sub-Committee.449 
The Horticultural sections may have been a disappointment to the organisers. Instead 
of displaying landscape designs demonstrating what women landscape gardeners 
could do, the section was designed like a ‘local agricultural and flower show’, giving a 
feeling of amateurism rather than professionalism. 
Table 6.2 shows examples of the horticultural categories at the Exhibition.  
Table 6.2: Examples of horticultural categories, Australian Exhibition of Women’s Work 
Best collection of native plants  Best collection of wild flowers 
Best collection of cut flowers  Best collection of hanging baskets 
Best collection of fruit and vegetables Best collection of window boxes 
Best collection of roses Best Design 1 and Best Design 2450 
 
The Exhibition catalogue did not specify whether Design 1 and 2 categories involved 
landscape plans or physical displays.  
After the close of the Exhibition Lady Talbot hosted an afternoon tea party for the 
Committee members. As a ‘thank-you’ the Committee presented Ina with ‘a purse of 
sovereigns contained in a beautifully embroidered bag’451 for her hard work as 
Honorary Secretary. This enabled Ina to go on a Grand European Tour, accompanying 
Lady Talbot to England in 1908–1909. While Ina was in England, she helped Lady Talbot 
 
448 L. Frost, ‘Australian Women’s Work Exhibition 1907 Catalogue Index’, Australian Woman’s Work: 
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449 Anonymous, ‘Horticultural Notes’, Australasian, 17 August 1907, p. 11. 
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shop for Winston Churchill’s wedding present. She visited galleries in western Europe, 
France, Italy and Switzerland, as well as many grand gardens.452 Appendix 7 shows 
Promenade au Jardin des Plantes, a garden brochure found in the Helen Palmer Papers 
that Ina may have brought back from her trip. 
c.1908?/1914?–1928: Women’s Horticultural Association of Victoria 
Another of Ina’s contributions to promoting horticulture as a suitable career for 
women was through her support of the Women’s Horticultural Association of Victoria. 
While it is not known who initiated the Women’s Horticultural Association, The 
Australasian mentioned that in 1904, in London, there was a ‘Women’s Gardening 
Association’. It is feasible that Ina discovered the organisation while on her 1908–1909 
European tour and, upon her return to Melbourne, suggested to her gardening 
colleagues and friends that they form a similar one.453 
The organisation was based at Burnley and there are conflicting reports as to when it 
started operating. The Australasian stated in 1920 that it began around 1914. The 
Association was started by Mrs Lucas, Mrs Kilvington and Ina and attracted a 
membership of 60 women. However, the December 1928 issue of The Australasian 
contradicted its earlier article, and reported that the Association was established in 
1908.  
Whatever the correct date, the Association was formed to support and promote the 
work of women in the horticultural industry and to educate the general public that 
women gardeners were a particularly ‘good choice’.454 In 1916, Lady Margaret Stanley, 
wife of Sir Arthur Stanley, Governor of Victoria, Ina and Margaret Tuckett, were the 
Association’s patronesses.455 The Association’s Executive Committee included Mrs 
John Murray, the Victorian Premier’s wife, Emily Grassick, and many students or recent 
Burnley graduates including Mellor and Walling. In 1917 Mellor was the Honorary 
Secretary and Walling was on the Committee. The Association met quarterly and 
during 1917 advertised each month in the magazine The Home Gardener, in the 
 
452 Vance and Nettie Palmer Papers, Letter 1174/1/153, National Library of Australia, Canberra. 
453 Anonymous, ‘Horticultural Notes’, The Australasian, 29 October 1904, p. 12. 
454 Anonymous, ‘Women’s World’, Northern Star [Lismore, NSW], 6 September 1916, p. 6. 
455 Anonymous, ‘Women Gardeners’, Weekly Times, 26 August 1916, p. 10. 
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Horticultural Society’s pages.456 Its activities were regularly reported in the press until 
the Association was wound up in 1928. The Committee invited some very interesting 
guest speakers, including Marion Mahony Griffin who spoke on ‘Community planning 
and planting’ in March 1918. In September 1918, there was a fine exhibition by Mr 
Alister Clark of ‘Glenara’, Bulla, Victoria, of daffodil seedlings.457 In October 1917 the 
Association invited North American Mr G. Fred Potter to talk on ‘Horticultural work for 
women’.458 Interestingly, this was only the second reference to the North American 
horticultural scene that this author could find in all the research for this thesis.  
The Rare Books Collection at the University of Melbourne was found to include several 
books that have a connection with the Association. The Association had raised £5 and 
the Committee decided to buy books for the Burnley Library (see Table 6.3).459  
Table 6.3: Books associated with Ina and the Women’s Horticultural Association of Victoria, in 
the Burnley Library Rare Book Collection, University of Melbourne 
Gardening for Women (1908) by Viscountess Hon. Frances Wolseley. Inside the book is 
the stamp of the Women’s Horticultural Association of Victoria. Has the inscription 
‘Amusement Valerie [illegible writing] School of Primary Agriculture and Horticulture, 
Burnley Garden’. Has sticker with Library Rules and mentions A.W. Jessup, Principal from 
1926 to 1941. 
Gardening in Sunny Lands: The Riviera, California and Australia (1924) by Mrs Philip 
Martineau. The name ‘S.E. Andrews’ is inside, and ‘Hethersett’ Burwood, the property 
bought by Presbyterian Ladies College in 1939. Ina designed the garden of ‘Hethersett’.  
The books are now housed in the Baillieu Library, University of Melbourne.  
1926: Demonstrator at Dookie Agricultural College 
There was a dearth of information about Ina’s endeavours at Dookie Agricultural 
College, with only a few reports in contemporary newspapers. The Argus reported in 
September 1926 that ‘Miss Higgins’ was a guest lecturer, demonstrating to women 
students how to make the dessert ‘blancmange’ and jellies. The North Eastern Ensign 
(a Benalla newspaper) reported that she also acted as a ‘Supervisor’ while giving the 
cookery demonstration.460 The 1926 July edition of The Weekly Times included 
advertisements of ‘Professional Women’s Classes’, comprising lectures and practical 
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classes covering hygiene, cookery, dress-making, fruit growing and fruit preserving. 
The Shepparton Advertiser reported in 1930 that the women’s classes were very 
successful.461 If it seems strange that Ina was running cookery classes, it was not. 
Luffman and Pescott both advocated that women could operate small preserving 
businesses.462 
1934: Centenary Gift Book  
The 1934 Centenary Gift Book was a celebration of 100 years of pioneer women’s 
settlement in Victoria. It was a tribute to women who had accompanied their husbands 
into the unknown wilderness of the Australian continent and created new lives for 
their families. The stories were not about the present or the past but reflected each 
author’s life. Newspaper reviews of the book were positive. ‘Centenary Gift Book a 
Remarkable Achievement’, wrote The Argus.463 But from a modern perspective, many 
of the book’s stories had a saccharine tone and felt outdated.464 Proceeds from the 
book’s sale went towards funding the Women’s Memorial Garden in the King’s Domain 
Gardens, Melbourne, designed by Hugh Linaker.  
Ina was 74, when she became involved in The Victorian Centenary Gift Book. The 
project stemmed from an idea by Frances Fraser, former student, friend of Higgins and 
teacher at Presbyterian Ladies College, to pay tribute to the pioneer women of Victoria 
by collecting stories from women from all walks of life who had helped to make the 
state great. Through the Women’s Centenary Council, Fraser convened a committee 
to compile the material.465 According to Jordan, Ina organised the appointment of her 
niece, Nettie Palmer, as co-editor of the book.466 Jordan also stated that Ina helped to 
pay for Nettie’s services, although the author was unable to find confirmation of this 
information in the Palmer records in the National Library of Australia.  
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The book was a collection of stories and poems by a number of different women 
authors including Mary Grant Bruce (1878–1958) (author of the Billabong series of 
books); Mrs Aeneas Gunn (author of We of the Never Never (1908)); Mary E Fullerton; 
Henry Handel Richardson (author of The Getting of Wisdom (1910)); Katharine 
Susannah Prichard (journalist and founding member of the Australian Communist 
Party); Alice Henry (journalist and women’s rights activist); Edna Walling (landscape 
gardener); and Frances Fraser. The stories told of how the pioneer women struggled 
in the bush with isolation, childbirth and sickness, and included accounts of day-to-day 
activities in the professional world of nursing, music, university education and 
horticulture. Ina contributed an article entitled ‘Women and Horticulture’ in which she 
recounted the struggles endured by women in gaining social acceptance of their work 
outside the home. She reminded readers of the contribution that her generation made 
to ‘awaking’ and expanding women’s interests in professions, including horticulture.467 
Ina’s diary of 1934 gave great insight into her approach to writing the article. In May 
1934, Ina received a letter from Nettie inviting her to write the chapter on ‘Women in 
Horticulture’ in collaboration with Mrs Gibson (née Grassick, a 1916 graduate from 
Burnley). Ina telephoned Palmer to agree. Over the next month Ina began researching 
the facts and contacted Pescott, former Principal of Burnley, by telephone. Pescott 
agreed to supply important dates regarding women and Burnley. He arranged for a 
Miss Campbell (a very bright, smart girl according to Ina, and a 1929 Burnley graduate) 
to visit Ina, giving information on the activities of the latest graduates. On 27 May 1934, 
Ina noted that she was working on the article and was about to visit the Public Library 
(now the State Library of Victoria) for reports about the Burnley School of Horticulture. 
Ina wrote that she ‘found that women students were admitted there first in 1899’.468 
This diary entry seemed odd, as if Ina had forgotten when women were admitted – 
rather surprising, as she was the main lobbyist for their admission and it was a major 
achievement in her life. However, this author discovered no indications that Ina had 
dementia. On the way home from her visit to the Public Library, Ina visited Mrs Grassick 
to discuss her notes so far. Grassick, who wrote gardening articles for The Argus, 
informed Ina that the manager of the paper ‘wld-not agree to her [Grassick] writing for 
 
 
468 I. Higgins, Diaries of Ina Higgins, Papers of Henry Higgins, 1840-1976, Ms 1057, Bib ID: 540859, 
National Library of Australia, Canberra, entry dated 28 May 1934. 
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any but their own publications’.469 Ina noted in her diary that she had made suggestions 
to Nettie for possible articles about women and politics and women and peace. In June 
1934 Ina met Mrs Cuthbertson and Gwen Swinburn at the women’s-only Lyceum Club 
in Melbourne to give them information on the early history of the Queen Victoria 
Hospital. She read through Vida Goldstein’s notes and told the ladies what she knew. 
It seems that Mrs Henry and Alice Henry were also involved in the Hospital. 
Interestingly, in a history of the Queen Victoria Hospital written by Marjorie 
Theobald,470 there was mention of Swinburn but none of Ina. 
Nettie read Ina’s article for the Centenary Gift Book and suggested changes, which Ina 
apparently made. The editors of the Centenary Gift Book appeared to embrace Ina’s 
advice, as it included an article by Alice Henry entitled ‘Marching Towards Citizenship’ 
which documented women in politics.471 
Edna Walling also contributed an article, ‘The Architecture of the Garden’. This seemed 
unusual because Walling’s family were not early Victorian pioneers and the article 
focused on the Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne, rather than on pioneer stories. It 
discussed removing trees and architecture in the garden. No other discipline except 
horticulture had two articles in the Book. Ina’s contribution to the Centenary Gift Book 
was her last known major project.  
At the end of the First World War, now in her early sixty’s, Ina began to reduced her 
volunteer activities and stopped designing gardens for paying clients, only giving 
garden advice to family and friends. Her diaries from the 1930s offered several clues 
as to why this occurred, including regular mentions that she suffered from rheumatism 
and hearing loss.472 The severity of each affliction was not specified. Ina’s diary entries 
noted ‘sore feet’, ‘back aching’,473 ‘feeling stiff’, ‘rheumatic pain’474 or ‘heard better’ 
 
469 ibid. 
470 Theobald, op. cit. 
471 A. Henry, ‘Marching Towards Citizenship’, in Fraser & Palmer, op. cit., p. 101. 
472 I. Higgins, Digital copy of Ina Higgins diary dated 1936, Ms 6083 Series Personal and Correspondence 
of the Papers of Helen G. Palmer, 1918–1996, National Library of Australia, Canberra, entry dated 12 
April 1936. 
473 I. Higgins, Digital copy of Ina Higgins diary dated 1933, Ms 6083 Series Personal and Correspondence 
of the papers of Helen G. Palmer, 1918-1996, National Library of Australia, Canberra, , entry dated 
29 January 1933. 
474 I. Higgins, Digital copy of Ina Higgins diary dated 1934, Ms 6083 Series Personal and Correspondence 
of the papers of Helen G. Palmer, 1918-1996, National Library of Australia, Canberra, 21 Oct, 1934. 
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when she went to church.475 Nettie wrote in her biographical notes that when Ina went 
abroad in 1908–1909, financed by the Women’s Work Exhibition purse of guineas, 
‘which included pacing the galleries of Western Europe, the experience was more 
exhausting than gardens. Her feet had chronic exhaustion afterwards’.476 Ina’s abrupt 
end to professional projects could also be explained by the fact that she was helping 
to nurse her brother George, who was ill. 
Conclusion 
As stated in Chapter 1, was the aim to identify gardens with which Ina was involved 
with and to identify what Ina did to promote horticulture as a suitable job for women. 
Chapter 6 goes a long way providing evidence to both aims. To understand the style 
that Ina used this chapter began with an explanation of popular garden styles at the 
end of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th centuries, and outlined the type of 
garden that Ina liked to design. Table 6.1 lists the gardens Ina was known to have 
involvement with This chapter highlighted the important finds about the gardens that 
Ina was known to have designed for family and friends and the major projects that she 
worked on, including some very significant and important garden projects. It included 
one project that was not connected with horticulture and a second important project 
that, although not directly connected, did have a horticultural link. The chapter also 
showed that although Ina was no longer working professionally as a landscape 
gardener in the 1930s, as she was in her 70s by then, she remained interested in 
gardening and garden design. It highlighted several of the mechanisms Ina used to 
promote horticulture as a suitable career for young women. 
  
 
475 I. Higgins, Digital copy of Ina Higgins diary dated 1936, Ms 6083 Series Personal and Correspondence 
of the Papers of Helen G. Palmer, 1918-1996, National Library of Australia, Canberra, entry dated 25 
May 1936. 
476 Vance and Nettie Palmer Papers, Letter 1174/1/153, National Library of Australia, Canberra. 
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Chapter 7 Results – The Findings 
 
 
Figure 7.1: Ina Higgins in the garden at ‘Killenna’, 1919. 
Reproduced with the permission of the Vance and Nettie Palmer Collection, National Library of Australia, 
Bib ID 3584625. Photographer: unknown. 
Miss Ina Higgins, sister of Mr. Justice Higgins, was one of the first Burnley 
School of Horticulture graduates. She is accountable for some particularly 
fine gardens, and has always maintained the profession offered good 
chances for right kind of woman. 
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Anonymous, Bunbury Herald, 27 April 1915, p. 3. 
Introduction 
Ina Higgins’ long life contained many outstanding achievements and it is difficult to 
highlight the most significant because she achieved so many different things. Ina 
certainly had a fulfilling and rewarding life, most likely with few regrets. The major 
contribution of this research is perceived in its ability to dig deeply into the scarce 
surviving archival material and unearth evidence that proves that Ina Higgins was a 
major influence to the acceptance of formal horticultural education in Victoria and 
Australia. The consequences of the in-depth research provided the answers to the 
research question, guided by the 6 sub-questions, as to what Ina did to encouraged 
women to choose horticulture as a career. The evidence presented also supports the 
claim that Ina was an important female designer of her time – 1902 to 1920. Some of 
the findings were unexpected and not all the findings are related to horticulture or 
landscape design but are included because they were significant parts of her life. The 
chapter concludes with a discussion of the possible reasons why Ina has been over-
looked and is not well remembered by horticulturists and garden historians.  
The accepted encyclopedia on Australian garden history included an overview of Ina 
Higgins and mentioned that ‘she gained recognition as an accomplished landscape 
gardener, with several gardens to her credit.’477  
The conclusion of this research is concurrence with that statement. That is, Ina was a 
talented landscape designer, who until she died in 1948 strongly advocated that 
women should consider horticulture as a possible career, should not undervalue their 
own skills nor accept ‘settling for less than equal pay with men’478 and that gender 
equality ‘should be the basis for a successful co-operative approach to professional 
horticulture’.479  
Key horticultural findings  
The research question asked:  
 
477 Watson, op. cit., p. 301. 
478 ibid. 
479 ibid. 
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What was Ina Higgins’ contribution to advancing women’s role in horticulture in 
Victoria and Australia?  
The three methodologies used unobtrusive, historical research and comparative 
analysis methodologies allowed extensive research to be conducted to answer this 
question, although sometimes going in directions that had not been thought of at the 
beginning of the process. Based on the evidence cited, this research finds that Ina did 
contribute greatly to encouraging women to choose horticulture as a worthwhile 
career. The following key findings substantiate the research question. 
In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, middle-class women such as Ina were 
expected to stay home and look after their family. They were not educated with a view 
to employment or expected to work outside the home. Ina was a most unusual woman 
in her decision that she wanted to do tertiary study and to work – she was one of the 
few women who pushed the boundaries of what was then accepted by society. After 
Ina graduated from Burnley in 1902, she spent the rest of her life encouraging women 
to study horticulture. She achieved this in many different ways, including by real-life 
example, in her own writings and participation in newspaper interviews, and her 
participation in organisations that supported women’s rights to vote and to education.  
It does not matter whether Ina herself recognised that she was a significant trailblazer 
– the strength and stamina of her passions speak for her. She lobbied not once but 
twice for the Principals of the Burnley School of Horticulture, Charles Bogue Luffman 
and Edward Edgar Pescott, to convince the state Minister of Agriculture to remove 
barriers preventing women’s enrolment at Burnley, in 1898 and 1911. Lobbying twice 
shows Ina’s serious commitment to feminist beliefs in advancing women’s right to 
higher education opportunities. No evidence was found as to who helped Ina lobby in 
1898, except for Mrs Luffman. In regard to Ina’s lobbying in 1911, an unexpected and 
significant find was a memo dated 1911 which confirmed a connection between 
Burnley and the Women’s Political Association, of which Ina was a prominent member. 
Perhaps prompted by Ina, the Association wrote a report lobbying for the readmission 
of women to Burnley, in 1911. The Association was known for its social and industrial 
radicalism; never before has documentary evidence been discovered that showed its 
interest in supporting women in horticulture, via their admission to Burnley. Given 
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Ina’s prominence in the Association, it seems possible that this significant political 
support for women in horticulture was written at her instigation. 
This study also revealed new information about Ina’s classmates at Burnley, in the form 
of their names and careers. Due to Luffman burning his papers, the names of the Ina’s 
fellow women classmates had been lost. But continual searching on the digital 
database Trove found several newspaper reports regarding a student petition in 
support of Luffman during his feud with the Board of Horticulture and the Minister of 
Agriculture that listed the students’ names. This enabled further searching on Trove 
and the uncovering of new information on the horticultural careers of several of Ina’s 
classmates. 
While not directly connected with Ina or the research question, this study offers new 
information on the feud between Luffman, the Board of Horticulture and the Minister 
of Agriculture. It includes the reason for Luffman’s resignation as Principal in 1908. The 
information is included as context; the turmoil would have affected Ina’s study and it 
provides new knowledge on the history of Burnley. 
Ina’s prominence in advocating horticulture as a suitable career for young women was 
evidenced in the publication of three major horticultural articles wherein Ina identified 
and discussed positions to which women were best suited. At the time of publication, 
these articles made strong statements. In 1910, in an article focusing on Ina, ‘Pomona’ 
stingingly pointed out that Australia was falling behind Britain. She wrote: 
Surely, if we [Australia] are not to be impeached for being ‘behind the times’, 
the Government must remove its embargo from the Horticultural School at 
Burnley, and give women opportunities for studying the culture of flowers 
and berries, for the which they are so suited.  
Pomona [Katharine Susannah Prichard], ‘Women’s World: Miss Nina Higgins – A Woman Gardener, 
Gardens and Gardening’, The Herald, 2 August 1910, p. 3. 
In 1913, Ina’s article entitled ‘Horticulture for Women’ was published in full in The 
Argus.  
Melbourne society was not used to middle-class women engaging in paid, professional 
work outside the home. What better way to support women trying establish a career, 
213 
 
than to establish a mentoring group? Contemporary newspapers confirmed that Ina 
was a foundation member of the Women’s Horticultural Association of Victoria, which 
was established in either c.1908 or c.1914, and ceased in 1928. One of its aims was to 
educate the public to accept that women gardeners were as capable and able as men. 
Ina’s articles and letters attested to this belief, as did her advocacy that women work 
alongside men and receive the same rate of pay for the same job.  
The establishment of the Women’s Rural Industries Co-operative Farm in Mordialloc 
was a very positive and active measure that provided young women with the skills and 
knowledge they needed to be successfully employed in the horticultural industries. Ina 
was actively involved in the endeavour, as Horticultural Instructress. Through working 
with the Kingston City Council’s historian, the site has been geographically identified 
as part of the research for this study.  
The Mordialloc Farm closed in 1919 and Ina therefore ceased her role as Horticultural 
Instructress, but she continued her interest in educating both young and older women 
in horticulture. In 1926 she was a guest demonstrator and sometimes supervisor at 
women’s classes at Dookie Agricultural College in the Goulburn Valley.  
Continuing to be supportive of Burnley students, Ina wrote in her 1933 diary that she 
mentored Burnley student Tom Parramore, who graduated from Burnley in 1934.  
By the 1930s Ina was in her 70s – who would replace her as advocate for horticulture 
as a career for young women? The answer appeared unexpectedly during the 
comparative analysis, when this author realised that Burnley graduate Emily Gibson 
continued Ina’s work by promoting and creating post-graduate opportunities at Kings 
College, Durham University in the UK for women in horticulture and landscape 
architecture.  
Key garden design findings and key garden findings 
One of the key findings of this thesis was the realisation that Ina Higgins was at the 
leading edge of women working in horticulture in Victoria and even in Australia. The 
evidence presented in this thesis substantiates the contention that Ina was an 
important and influential professional female landscape gardener between 1902 and 
1920. Contemporary newspapers supported this claim, reporting ‘She is accountable 
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for some particularly fine gardens’.480 The surviving pictures of ‘Heronswood’, 
‘Hethersett’ and the Talbot Epileptic Colony demonstrate that Ina was a designer of 
some skill.  
Of all the female students enrolled in 1899 and 1900, Ina Higgins and her work are 
extremely important because she is the only pioneering female Burnley student of 
whose professional design work there is still some record in the public domain. Mrs 
Tuckett was not considered in this thesis to be a professional landscape gardener, as 
there was no discoverable evidence that she worked for other people – ‘Omama’ was 
Mrs Tuckett’s own garden.  
Designing the Talbot Epileptic Colony in Clayton in 1907 was one of Ina’s first major 
landscaping jobs. It was a significant achievement to be given the responsibility, in 
preference to the known landscape designers of the day who were all men. The 1957 
Annual Report of the Colony provided evidence that Dr John Springthorpe had aided 
in the planning of the farm, including what trees to plant, where to put the orchard 
and stables and other buildings. This research revealed that it is most unlikely that Ina 
planted the avenue of English oaks (Quercus robur) at the Talbot Epileptic Colony in 
Clayton. It was more likely planted by Dr Springthorpe.  
The Higgins and Palmer Family Papers are a very large archive, held in Canberra. 
Searching through a portion of them revealed many interesting letters, pictures and 
notes on Ina’s life. Through these archives, Nettie Palmer and Esmonde Higgins’ letters 
confirmed that Ina redesigned the garden of her brother Henry’s seaside home, 
‘Heronswood’, in Dromana in c.1910. The aerial photograph of ‘Heronswood’ dated 
c.1932 was scrutinised in detail and this author discovered the precise location there 
of ‘Ina’s seat’, that was made of concrete in an Italian style (Figure 6.9).  
The 1910 interview by The Herald journalist ‘Pomona’481 provided evidence that Ina 
was strongly influenced by Luffman. Ina advocated design elements similar to those 
that Luffman preferred, including shady glades (open spaces in forests) for summer 
that were planted with good-quality grass to make them cool and comfortable. The 
 
480 Anonymous, Bunbury Herald, 27 April 1915, p. 3. 
481 ‘Pomona’, op. cit., p. 3. 
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article also showed that Ina was a keen supporter of William Guilfoyle, Director of the 
Royal Botanical Gardens; ‘Heronswood’ reflected some of the plantings that Guilfoyle 
preferred.  
Ina also revealed her thoughts on water and lawns. She accepted the reality of 
Australia’s harsh climate and stated that water should be used wisely as it was a scarce 
resource. Expansive lawns were expensive, labour-intensive and did not suit Australian 
conditions, and Ina felt that therefore they had limited application in Australian 
landscape design.  
Being recommended by architect Walter Burley Griffin to the Commissioner of the 
Murrumbidgee Irrigation Trust, Mr Leslie Wade, as an adviser on plant choices must 
have been one of Ina’s career highlights. It is an outstanding achievement that signifies 
recognition of her professional abilities, especially as very few women held 
professional positions in the 1910s. This fact was discovered through research for this 
study: the author found 17 letters in the State Archives and Records of NSW which 
confirmed the 1914 newspaper reports that Ina was invited by the Commissioner to 
advise Griffin on the Central Plaza plantations in the new township of Leeton and the 
street plantings of Leeton and Griffith. 
One of the letters showed that Ina was versed in the current garden fashions of Europe 
as a consequence of her 1908 trip to England and Europe, during which she visited 
Garden Cities and formed the opinion that they would suit Australian conditions.  
It is concluded that Ina was receptive to new ideas, was not scared to deviate from 
traditions in landscape design to consider what would be suited to the Australian 
climate, and was an early advocate of appreciating Australian native plant species. Ina 
was also adept at redesigning established gardens such as the driveway at ‘Hethersett’, 
where she used her considerable design talent to harmoniously transform an old 
garden into a new garden – not always an easy task. 
Several new gardens that Ina designed for family and friends (discussed in Chapter 6) 
were discovered. Unfortunately, the garden in Toorak Road West was demolished but 
before it was destroyed, the author photographed the house, pergola and garden 
areas.  
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Other findings 
This research revealed that Ina remained in contact with Walter Burley Griffin and 
Marion Mahony Griffin, visiting their property in Castlecrag in Sydney in 1931.482  
Additionally, information in Ina’s 1930s diaries detailed what articles she suggested 
should be included in the 1934 Centenary Gift Book and the process of writing her own 
article for the book.  
Why has Ina Higgins been overlooked? 
Ina was in her zenith horticulturally between 1899 and 1920. It is well over 100 years 
since she was involved in lobbying for equality in horticultural education. If Ina Higgins 
was a designer of considerable skill, why is she so obscure? There are three main 
reasons why Ina Higgins has been overlooked and slipped from our collective memory. 
1. The Burnley Archives contained very little information on Ina, the other women 
students and the period 1897–1908 because Luffman burnt his papers. 
2. Ina was known to have designed the gardens of two private properties, 
‘Heronswood’ and ‘Hethersett’. While both houses are extant, the gardens 
have been changed significantly over the last 100 years and virtually nothing 
remains of Ina’s original designs. 
3. There is a lack of horticultural evidence such as design plans, articles in the 
contemporary horticultural media, letters from clients or planting lists in 
relation to Ina Higgins. Such items have been better preserved in relation to 
well-known horticulturists such as Olive Mellor,483 Emily Gibson484 and Edna 
Walling485 in Victoria and Elsie Cornish486 in South Australia. The lack of 
documentary evidence is likely to be a factor in Ina Higgins being less 
remembered. 
 
482 I. Higgins, Digital copy of Ina Higgins diary, Ms 6083 Series Personal and Correspondence of the Papers 
of H.G. Palmer, 1918–1996, Manuscript department of National Library of Australia, Canberra, entry 
dated 22 August 1931. 
483 S. Pullman, ‘Mellor (née Holttum), Olive’, in Aitken & Looker, op. cit. pp. 405–406. 
484 R. Wilken, ‘Gibson (née Grassick), Emily Matilda (‘Millie’), in Aitken & Looker, op. cit., p. 260. 
485 T. Dixon, ‘Walling, Edna Margaret’, in Aitken & Looker, op. cit., pp. 625–626. 
486 D.S. Jones, ‘Cornish, Elsie Marion’, in in Aitken & Looker, op. cit., p. 161. 
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Reasons for the paucity of Ina’s garden designs 
Ina began studying at Burnley rather late in life, when she was 39 years old, and did 
not graduate until she was 41 in 1902. The limited available evidence on her finances 
indicated that Ina’s situation was comfortable enough that she had no need to take on 
many design commissions. This allowed her to be involved with other interests. It is 
reasonable to speculate that after World War I, when Ina was in her late 50s, her age 
may have been a factor in her not taking on many design commissions. There are eight 
gardens in Victoria where Ina was known to be involved in the design; there may be 
many other gardens that she designed that are no longer remembered and are lost to 
history. 
A major world event that interrupted Ina’s career was World War I. The War consumed 
a huge amount of resources and shattered families for many years afterwards. Ina may 
have been physically exhausted and disillusioned like many of the members of the 
Women’s Political Association and Women’s Peace Army – the War destroyed their 
idealism, reinforced the feeling that the old-world order of patriarchy had not changed 
and that very little of what the Women’s Political Association had fought for, had 
changed.  
A possible factor in the paucity of Ina’s work was that her rheumatism, bad back and 
poor hearing (referenced in her diaries) prevented her from active work. However, this 
idea was somewhat contradicted by her descriptions of an active life, as noted in her 
1930s diaries. 
A more likely scenario was that, by 1920, Ina was 60. A generation of much younger 
and more energetic women were graduating from Burnley and perhaps Ina felt it was 
time to ‘hang up her shingle’ and let the next generation have their opportunity.  
These scenarios are conjectural and plausible, but this author acknowledges that no 
evidence was found in the Vance and Nettie Palmer Papers, the H.G. Palmer Papers or 
the Henry Higgins Papers to support them. 
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How well is Ina Higgins remembered? 
A century has passed since Ina became involved in the fight for the right of women to 
vote and to have access to horticultural education in Victoria. Ina was well recognised 
in the early years of the 20th century. In 1915, the Broadford Courier and Reedy Creek 
Times reported that ‘she is Justice Higgins sister and one of the first Burnley graduates. 
She was accountable for some particularly fine gardens’.487 But fame quickly fades. 
Nettie Palmer noted that ‘I.H. became quite a famous gardener’488 but today Ina is 
remembered only by a handful of horticultural or landscape architecture graduates. 
In The Unusual Life of Edna Walling (2005), Hardy was one of the few writers who 
recognised and acknowledged Ina’s importance. Hardy wrote that the Women’s 
Horticultural Association of Victoria considered it was ‘honoured’ to have Ina Higgins 
in its presence; that Ina was a ‘trailblazer who commanded that Burnley open its gates 
to women’489 and that ‘Ina Higgins’ pedigree is extraordinary’.490 Likewise, Saniga was 
one of very few landscape architects who recognised Ina’s role and work. He concluded 
that Ina has been overshadowed by the more prominent women of the second 
generation of Burnley students, such as Mellor, Gibson and Walling. This author 
concurs with that conclusion and has evidenced it in this thesis. 
Ina’s work as Honorary Secretary or Treasurer in the many Suffragist and women’s 
movement organisations she belonged to in Melbourne is little recognised, and her 
horticultural contribution is even less known. Ina was overshadowed by more 
extroverted women such as Vida Goldstein and the second group of Burnley graduates. 
This is a great pity, as it leaves great gaps in our understanding of the horticultural and 
the feminist histories of the period.  
This historical biographical thesis discussed possible reasons why Ina has been 
forgotten by garden historians. Ina was unassuming person, her upbringing in the 19th 
century did not encourage women to bring attention to themselves. But what is not 
known is whether Ina’s religious beliefs may have influenced her to destroy her papers.  
 
487 Anonymous, The Broadford Courier and Reedy Creek Times (Vic) 4 June 1915, p. 4. 
488 Vance and Nettie Palmer Papers, Letter 1174/1/153, National Library of Australia, Canberra. 
489 S. Hardy, The Unusual Life of Edna Walling, Allen & Unwin, Sydney, 2005, p. 62. 
490 ibid., p. 62. 
219 
 
But it is also possible because Ina lived these experiences, she did not realise the value 
of her contributions. Ina was an unmarried single woman with no children or 
grandchildren who might have preserved and pass on her archival records. At the time 
of Ina’s death in 1948, her niece Nettie Palmer was ill and her great-niece Helen was 
caring for Nettie as well as her sister Aileen and ‘Aunt Ina’. Sorting through Ina’s papers 
may have just been too much for Helen; she may have chosen to discard them. 
In the late 19th and very early 20th centuries, gardening magazines were written and 
edited by men. Printing was still very simple, lots of text, occasional black and white 
picture and definitely no colour photographs. But by the early 1920s this had changed 
and the next generation of female horticulturists made use of this improvement in 
publishing to record their work. Extensive searching did not locate any gardening 
articles written by Ina for newspaper columns or gardening magazines. The two articles 
Ina did write were about women being trained and employed as horticulturists.  
The lack of care some of the institutions showed to historical records was 
disappointing. Many a time contact was made and no-body knew where the records 
were. Often records were brief and scattered throughout various sources. No 
inventory had taken place and several any important documents that would have 
enlightened Ina’s involved in the Talbot Epileptic Colony for example had been lost. In 
other collections there are some mentions of Ina but she is not the main focus of those 
collections. 
Conclusion 
Chapter 7 identified the key findings of this research. It then moved on to discuss the 
activities in which Ina participated to promote horticulture as a suitable career for 
young women. The most important findings were that Ina had to lobby not once but 
twice to have women students admitted to Burnley, and the 17 letters that proved that 
Ina had been invited to work with Walter Burley Griffin. The chapter then summarised 
and discussed possible reasons why Ina is not well remembered and why there is a lack 
of archive resources regarding her horticultural and landscape design career.  
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Chapter 8 Conclusion  
 
 
Figure 8.1: Memorial plaque for Ina Higgins in the Rose Garden, Burnley Gardens. 
Photograph: Andrew Smith, February, 2019 
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Ina concluded in 1934 that: 
… by 1922–23 the position of the woman gardener was established here and 
fresh fields for work had opened, one notably, being the teaching of 
horticulture. 
… 
the public had generally accepted women as knowledgeable professional 
gardeners’.  
Source: I Higgins, ‘Women and Horticulture’, in F Fraser & N Palmer (eds), Centenary Gift Book, 
Women’s Centenary Council, Robertson & Mullens, Melbourne, 1934, p. 136. 
Introduction  
Chapter 8 concludes this historical biographical research thesis. This thesis came about 
after a chance finding on the Obituaries Australia website, on Ina Higgins. The design 
of the research, combining three social science methodologies – the unobtrusive, the 
historical research method and a comparative analysis – uncovered more data about 
Ina and allowed a clearer picture of who she was and what she achieved. The early 
chapters established who Ina was, and set the context of the economic, political and 
social environment of the late 19th century. Delving into the primary and secondary 
sources led to the discovery of two, maybe three, new gardens and confirmed beyond 
doubt that Ina was involved not only in the planting but in the design of several of the 
gardens she was associated with. The research further confirmed that Ina was invited 
to work with Walter Burley Griffin on the planting plans for the new towns of Leeton 
and Griffith in NSW. Other significant sources confirmed it was Ina Higgins who lobbied 
Luffman in 1898 for admission of women students at Burnley, and that she lobbied a 
second time in 1911.  
A very exciting find was the 1911 memo showing that feminist organisation the 
Women’s Political Association, of which Ina was a prominent member, promoted the 
readmission of women students to Burnley. Ina further encouraged women to work in 
horticulture through the activities of the Women’s Horticultural Association of 
Victoria, of which she was a founding member, and in the three articles she wrote 
which nominated landscape design, plant propagation, teaching and journalism as 
careers for women.  
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The surviving photographs show that Ina’s design style was influenced by the Arts and 
Crafts movement, which adopted the Naturalistic landscape style as reflecting its views 
on design. As shown by the comparative analysis and copies of Ina’s Burnley exam 
papers, Luffman had a much stronger influence on Ina’s design style than was 
previously realised by garden historians. Ina left very few personal records of her 
design career and philosophies. They are well summarised, however, in her 1910 
interview with ‘Pomona’ in 1910.  
Technological advances have allowed researchers to delve deeper into newspaper 
archives, and to have online access to libraries across Australia and overseas and to 
state government archives. The new knowledge thus made available enables garden 
historians to fill in gaps in the book written in 1991 to mark the centenary of Burnley – 
Green Grows Our Garden by A.P. Winzenried. We now have a more accurate and 
complex understanding of the beginning of formal horticultural education in Victoria 
and Australia. This also creates new lines for further research that could include other 
rural industries and the feminist movement, creating an even more comprehensive 
understanding of horticulture in the 19th and early 20th centuries.  
To conclude this research on this amazing and talent woman who pushed the 
boundaries of society are her design philosophies, some of her outstanding 
achievements and her legacy.  
Ina Higgins’ design philosophies 
Ina never put pen to paper to record her design philosophies. This author consulted 
the interview Ina did with ‘Pomona’, journalist with The Herald in August 1910 and the 
surviving letter to Mr Leslie Wade, in 1914.   
The following statements from those two documents give an indication of Ina’s design 
philosophies.  
• A designer ‘should know something of botany, drawing, the nature of soils 
generally, and architecture.’491 
 
491 Pomona [Katharine Susannah Prichard], ‘Women’s World: Miss Nina Higgins – A Woman Gardener, 
Gardens and Gardening’, The Herald, 2 August 1910, p. 3. 
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• ‘We must design our gardens according to our needs – and according to our 
purses.’492  
• Ina formed the opinion that the English Garden Cities would suit Australia.493 
• ‘The gardens of France are formal, too, and unsuitable to this climate.’494  
• French-style fountains ‘would be waste of water’495 in Australia.  
• ‘Italian gardens, with their terraces, marbles, and cut hedges, might be imitated 
and made in some of the hilly districts of Victoria.’496  
• ‘Because of our hot summers we want shade, right up to the house.’497 
• Landscape gardeners need to provide ‘protections against the north wind and 
sun in summer.’498  
• ‘Instead of huge stretches of lawn which are difficult to keep up, and want a lot 
of water, there should be glades of cool and refreshing-looking grass in the 
garden.’499  
• Ina thought that Australians should also focus on cultivating native acacias and 
flowering gums.500  
Ina Higgins’ achievements  
Ina had many achievements over her long life, which highlight that she was a significant 
landscape gardener and a strategic figure, ‘an advanced woman, a New Woman’501 as 
historian Jordan stated, who enabled Australia to keep pace with horticultural 
developments around the world.  
Below is a list of her most significant achievements. 
 
492 Pomona [Katharine Susannah Prichard], ‘Women’s World: Miss Nina Higgins – A Woman Gardener, 
Gardens and Gardening’, The Herald, 2 August 1910, p. 3. 
493 17 Letters: Professional Services of Mr Walter Burley Griffin to Design Townships of Leeton and Griffin 
(04/04/1914), NSW Water Resources; Series NRS 14511 File no. 14/3312, Murrumbidgee Irrigation 
Area files (M.I.A.) NSW Water Resources Commission, 1911 to December 1986, State Records, 
Western Sydney Records. 
494 Ibid 
495 Ibid 
496 Ibid 
497 Ibid 
498 Ibid 
499 Ibid 
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• A pioneer in Victoria’s Suffragist movement, who helped achieve the right of 
women to vote federally and in state parliament. 
• Successfully lobbied (twice) for women to study horticulture at Burnley. 
• One of the first women in Victoria, and possibly Australia, to graduate from the 
Burnley School of Horticulture, gaining a Diploma of Horticulture in 1902. 
• Recommended by Walter Burley Griffin to advise on the planting plans for the 
new towns of Leeton and Griffith in NSW. 
• One of the first women in Victoria to design an institutional garden – the Talbot 
Epileptic Colony Garden. 
• A founding member of the Women’s Horticultural Association of Victoria. 
• Professional employment as Horticultural Instructress at the Mordialloc 
Women’s Farm from 1915 to 1919. 
• Invited to contribute an article entitled ‘Women and Horticulture’ to the 
Victorian 1934 Centenary Gift Book.  
Ina Higgins’ legacy 
The extensive research carried out in this research proves that the unassuming Ina 
Higgins was a significant landscape gardener and a strategic figure in her time. She 
successfully encouraged women to consider horticulture as a rewarding career, 
established the Women’s Horticultural Association of Victoria to support young 
Burnley graduates and was one of the first women to work professionally in Victoria 
and possibly Australia, due to her admission to study at the Burnley School of 
Horticulture. This ‘advanced woman’502 enabled Australia to keep pace with 
horticultural developments around the world.  
It is hoped that this thesis has corrected the belief that it was the second group of 
women graduates from Burnley – Edna Walling, Olive Mellor and Emily Gibson – who 
were the horticultural pioneers. This thesis has proven that it was Ina Higgins and the 
women of 1899 and 1900 who pioneered the role of professional women 
horticulturists. If Ina and her Suffragist cohort had not believed in and lobbied for 
tertiary education for women, the history of Australian horticulture would likely have 
 
502 Jordan, op. cit., p. 298. 
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been different – and the poorer for it. The Burnley School of Horticulture would most 
likely have closed, as the number of male students was dangerously low in 1898 and 
1911. The admission of female students raised the numbers considerably and kept 
Burnley open.  
The refusal to admit women students would have had a catastrophic consequence, as 
Mellor, Gibson and Walling enrolling could not have studied horticulture there, would 
not have graduated and would not have created the industry of garden designers, 
journalists and horticulturists that continues to employ women today. If Burnley had 
been forced to close through lack of numbers, Australian horticulture could have 
lagged 50 years behind the United Kingdom and it is unlikely that a horticultural 
institution would have been re-established in Victoria until after World War II.  
Ina’s legacy was not in the form of money or buildings. She gave an intangible gift to 
the women of Australia – educational prospects. Her courage and persistence in 
fighting for admission to tertiary education presaged the opportunity for women to 
enrol in any horticultural institution available in Australia today.  
In recognition of Ina Higgins’ efforts, the author organised as a member of the Friends 
of Burnley Gardens to established a memorial plaque in 2016 in the Rose Garden at 
Burnley, celebrating her contribution to women in horticulture. A Lorraine Lee rose 
was planted in her memory.  
Future research questions arising from this research 
There are still gaps in our early horticulture knowledge regarding Burnley that require 
further research:  
• To understand the influence the Suffragist movement / Women’s Political 
Association on horticultural in Australia, more comprehensive research is 
needed.  
• More research needs to be conducted in to how and whether accepting women 
into Burnley impacted other states’ attitudes to establishing horticultural 
institutions, or admitting women students into existing institutions. Such 
research may need to include agriculture, due to overlap of the two fields. 
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• More research also needs to be conducted into the rest of the first group of 
women students at Burnley, who studied between 1899 and 1908. Such research 
could discover what role they played in establishing new horticultural 
occupations and whether their voice contributed to the development of 
horticultural practice and theory in Victoria and Australia. The research may need 
to be broadened to include the second group of women from 1911 onwards. 
• A more comprehensive investigation needs to be conducted into the influence 
of both Charles and Laurette Luffman on Burnley students (male and females) 
and on the development of horticulture in Victoria and Australia from 1897 to 
1908. This research could include assessing Laurette’s papers and books at the 
National Library of Australia and the State Library of NSW.  
• Australia looked overseas for guidance in developing a viable horticultural 
industry. To understand this heritage better research needs to look more deeply 
into the English, Scottish, German and North American horticultural systems to 
understand the extent of their influence on the development of horticulture in 
Australia and its impacts on our landscape design environment. 
Conclusion 
 
Figure 8.2: The ‘future generation’ – Kemp, Vickie and Chisholm in the orchard at Burnley, 
1929. 503 
 
503 Nerine Chisholm published Australian Gardens: Planning and Making in 1949. 
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Reproduced with the permission of the Burnley Archives, The University of Melbourne, B11.0389(8) 
Photographer: unknown. 
The scant survival of records allows us to only peek at Ina’s contribution. It is a great 
pity that we will never know everything Ina undertook. Accordingly, there remain 
substantial holes in our knowledge. The lack of records prevents us from fully 
appreciating what Ina and her forgotten fellow graduates contributed to horticulture 
in the newly federated nation of Australia.  
Ina’s final words in her article about women working in horticulture were positive:  
The prospect for the future remains good.  
I. Higgins, ‘Women and Horticulture’, in F Fraser & N. Palmer (eds), Centenary Gift Book, Women’s 
Centenary Council, Robertson & Mullens, Melbourne, 1934, p. 136. 
And finally, Ina’s resting place. Ina Higgins is buried with her mother, father and 
brother Samuel. Overlooked even in death, Ina’s name is not inscribed on the obelisk 
that marks the family grave, but her burial is noted in the St Kilda Cemetery records. 
 
Figure 8.3: Higgins family grave, St Kilda Cemetery, Baptist section. 
Photograph: Sandra Pullman.  
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26 October 1948, Frances Higgins’ Death Certificate. Third Schedule. Ll.w. Deaths in the District of 
Melbourne, no. 11839. 
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George Higgins’ death certificate  
 
21 August 1943, George Higgins’ death certificate. Third Schedule. Ll.w. Deaths in the District of 
Melbourne, no. 8984. 
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Appendix 2 Land Titles and City of Malvern Rate 
Books 
Greensborough, Mt Evelyn, 20 acres, 1908 
 
Land Victoria, Emerald Lot 4 Plan of Subdivision no. 8788, Crown Allotment 46B, Parish of Nangana, 
County of Evelyn. Certificate of Title 4644 Folio 928659, produced 26/07/2016. 
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Emerald, 2 acres, 1922 
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Land Victoria, Greensborough 19 acres and 3 rods. Crown Allotment 131 Section C, Parish 
Greensborough, County of Evelyn. Certificate of Title 3333 Folio 666452, produced 26/07/2016. 
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City of Malvern Rates, 1926 
 
Source: Australian Electoral Rolls 1903-1980, <www.ancestrylibrary.com>, accessed 10 April 2017. 
1088, Hawkins, Geoffrey Oswald, C.S., O/T, Higgins, Miss Ina, C/O Mrs Asquith-Baker, 504 Punt Hill, 
South Yarra, 6 Bowen Crescent Melbourne. 
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Appendix 3 Burnley School of Horticulture 
Documents 
The Burnley Poem 
This was published in a newspaper under the pseudonym ‘Argus’. It has a Miltonesque 
rhyme pattern. This author was unable to discover the original date of publication. 
There is a garden, far from city haunts, 
Beyond the Richmond quarries, where the din 
Of city tumult is not heard, and where 
The perfume from the tanneries is lost 
In the rich odour which the Yarra yields 
To glad the summer air. The river winds 
Round three sides of a garden, and the train 
Which twice a week to far Glen Iris speeds 
Circles the other. In this quiet spot 
100 nymphs in galatea clad 
Of lustrous brown, with gloves and hat to match 
Imbibe instruction. Her with hoe in hand 
They tickle the rude earth until it smiles 
Golden tomatoes, and anon it laughs 
In huge pie melons. Here the mellow peach 
Blushes to find its lustrous sunnyside 
Out-bloomed by maidens’ cheek. In vine clad bower 
Oftimes they sit in lithe and sinuous rows 
At Luffman’s feet while he holds high discourse 
In fluent language bubbling like a font 
And purling like a brook of plum and pear, 
Of apple and of peach, while specimens 
To illustrate his meaning are discussed 
By rows of pearly teeth. He further tells 
Of grafting, pruning, budding, of manures, 
Of insect pests, which haunt the leafy bower 
Of kerosene emulsion, Paris green, 
Of fuminants and sprays 
An Eden this 
Surpassing Father Adam’s for he had 
Only one Eve, while Luffman has five score; 
A paradise wherein they without reproof 
Eat of the tree of knowledge, and alas, 
A paradise wherein the serpent lurks, 
The Serpent Board. 
The devil takes many shapes, 
But never any so insidious 
As when, in airy phrase, he dubbed himself 
The Horticultural Board, and boldly strode 
Through the fair Eden in the pleasing shape 
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Of Harris and of Draper and of Lang, 
And others, fitly formed to charm the eye 
Of simple garden girls, and to beguile 
The maids from useful studies with the lure 
Of honeyed speech, but happily the disguises 
Of the arch enemy could not avail 
To blind the eyes of Luffman. He espied 
The forked tail beneath the Harris coat 
The cloven hoof upon the foot of Boyce 
And with a flaming sword of bitter speech 
He drove them from the place. Alas thy are 
Old enough to know better. Oh, ‘tis said 
That with the fair seeing speech they should disguise 
Their naughty purpose. Serpent-like they crept 
Into this paradise upon the plea- 
The pruning liked them not. 
Oh wicked Board 
Oh sinuous serpent seeking to beguile 
Beware of Burnley, Leave the arcadian nymphs 
To their own Luffman, cease to circulate 
Your tarradiddle, so shall you regain 
Your characters and this fair land shall be 
A paradise where happy man shall sit 
Beneath his vine and fig tree at his ease, 
None daring lawfully to make him work, 
What time his wife, thereto by Luffman trained, 
Do all the garden graft. So may it be [sic.]. 
 
Burnley Archives, University of Melbourne. 
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Petition of women’s signatures sent to the Victorian government  
This identified the names of the women students who enrolled at Burnley in 1899. 
 
Anonymous, ‘The Burnley Gardens: Protest from the Lady Student, The Age, 10 March 1900, p. 4. 
Note: one name missing from this list is Rita Godfrey, classmate and friend of Ina’s. Rita was also a 
landscape gardener. 
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Ina Higgins’ exam answers, 1901 
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C.B. Luffman, Report by the Principal of the School of Horticulture, Department of Agriculture, 
Victoria, 31 December 1900. 
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‘A woman as landscape gardener’  
Mrs A. E. McCrea, who was appointed landscape gardener of Lincoln Park, Chicago, last 
February, has just been retired for reasons of economy by the city government, says 
the New York Tribune. 
When Mrs McCrea’s husband died, nine years ago, she took up the business of 
landscape architect, and her ability and perseverance obtained a large number of 
public contracts. She laid out the grounds for the Hospital for the Insane at Newberry, 
Mich., and designed the landscape effects for the Soldiers’ Home at Grand Rapids, 
Mich. She has also superintended the laying out of the parks at St Paul, Minn., 
Milwaukee, Wis., and in other cities. 
Mrs McCrea was asked how she happened to undertake an occupation so unusual for 
a woman. She said: 
I have been educated in landscape gardening all my life – practically fed on it. I 
cannot remember the time when as a young girl I was not on the flower 
committee for church and philanthropic work. I used to wander back after the 
older ones had arranged the flowers, and pull them all apart. It hurt me to see 
them cramped together in stiff, uncompromising bouquets. I had an exceptional 
opportunity to learn the details of the business through many years’ close 
companionship and association with my husband in his labors. I remember I often 
asked him at first how he could tell the name of a tree when the leaves had fallen 
and the branches were bare. He explained to me that constant handling of the 
trees in a bare state had familiarized him with the species, and that I would learn 
just as easily. My knowledge was never gained by study. It was acquired naturally 
and imperceptibly. My husband was ill for several years before his death, and the 
routine work was gradually assumed by me until it seemed to come quite as a 
matter of course. It took me some time, of course, to get accustomed to the 
business end of the trade. For instance, I gradually learned that people were much 
readier to buy a tree and pay a good price for it if you called it a “Sambuscus 
Aurea” than if you named it plain “golden elder.” But [tact] came with the rest of 
the knowledge, and I soon found that I could sell a bill of goods against any man 
in the profession. I never studied drawing, except in a desultory way at school. 
But I have received as high as $150 for rough sketches of plans. 
 
In landscape architecture the first thing to be considered is the individuality of the 
place to be ornamented, for nature never makes two little pieces of territory 
exactly alike. A house should never be built without the cooperation of a 
landscape architect with the building architect, for it usually happens that when 
the landscape gardener is finally called in to put the finishing touches to the 
ground the discovery is made that the house has been placed in the worst possible 
position. Having considered individuality of the place, the unsightly places must 
be hidden and the beautiful spots accentuated. Before choosing the shrubs and 
tree to be used in ornamentations of the premises, the soil must be studied. The 
background must first be put in place, and after that, the fragile flowers may be 
added. I never try to improve upon Nature, for she herself makes prettiest 
patterns. A stiff, stereotyped piece of work is my horror. My one main object and 
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ambition is studied carelessness. The quality of the plants should be studied 
rather than quantity. 
 
I wonder that more women do not go into business. It is inspiring! It is natural! 
Women are naturally more artistic than men, and I can see in this work the 
greatest field for the future. 
 
Anonymous, ‘A Woman as Landscape Gardener’, The Woman’s Journal [Boston], Saturday, 11 August 
11 1900, p. 256. 
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‘Horticulture for women’ 
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‘Trefoil’, ‘Horticulture for Women’, Woman’s Sphere, December 1900, pp. 35–36. State Library of 
Victoria. 
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Appendix 4 Comparative Analyses of Ina Higgins and her Peers 
Comparative analysis of Ina Higgins, Mrs Boldrewood and Mrs Tuckett 
Ina Higgins Mrs Rolf Boldrewood  Mrs Arthur (Margaret) Tuckett 
Graduated from Burnley 1902    Student at Burnley  
Influenced by Charles Bogue Luffman, William Guilfoyle, 
Gertrude Jekyll and Harry Inigo Triggs. 
Taught herself and read garden books. Highly likely she 
was influenced by Michael and/or William Guilfoyle 
Charles Bogue Luffman, William 
Guilfoyle, Gertrude Jekyll 
As far as it known Ina did not publish any gardening books or 
articles. Ina's second year examination paper (1900) was 
published in the end of year report, in the Department of 
Agriculture, Victoria Report by the Principal of the School of 
Horticulture C. Bogue Luffmann 31st December, 1900. The 
first mention of Ina and horticulture was in August, 1910. Ina 
was interviewed by The Herald's 'Pomona' in an article 
entitled 'Women’s World Miss Nina Higgins A Woman 
Gardener Gardens and Gardening' and was republished a 
week later in The Weekly Times.                              
The only known publications from Ina were two articles. In 
November 1913, The Leader mentioned her article entitled 
'Horticulture for Women' was read to the Women’s National 
Council. Then, in December 1913, The Argus published entire 
article. It made such an impact, that February 1914, The 
Argus reported that it was requested to be read at in Hobart 
meeting of Women’s National Council and the article may be 
read at the International Council of Women Quinquennial 
Meeting Rome, May 1914. No evidence was found to 
confirm if it was read at the Rome meeting.                          
Mrs T.A. Boldrewood (Thomas Alexander; her names 
were Margaret Maria Browne 1837-1917) (husband 
Rolf Boldrewood)’s first book on gardening (1893). 
According to Dirk H.R. Spennemann (2001), her book 
was the first of Australia's earliest written by a woman. 
‘The Flower Garden in Australia – a book for Ladies and 
Amateurs' dedicated by permission to the Countess of 
Jersey’; Published 12 years before (Burnley graduate) 
Mrs. Arthur Tuckett’s A Year in my Garden (1905). Mrs 
Boldrewood lived as a child at Denham Court (c.1840s) 
(Ingleburn, Campbelltown SW Sydney – an 1812s 
colonial estate and garden) – she lived there with her 
uncle, until her marriage in 1861 moving to 
Bundidgeree sheep station, Narrandera (till 1869), 
Sydney, Gulgong (till 1881), Dubbo (till 1884) then to 
Albury, all in NSW; then to Melbourne in 1895 – she 
wrote the book while living and gardening in Albury 
and it was published Melbourne. 
Mrs Arthur Tuckett, (Margaret) (1860-
1938) lived in Carlton around the same 
time as Ina Higgins. Mrs Tuckett's family 
was well off; in 1873 her father built two 
storey house 'Barbiston' at 4 Royal Park 
Road, Carlton which is now The Avenue, 
Parkville. Family knew Dr. Charles Strong, 
Presbyterian. Mrs Tuckett knew Dr. John 
William Springthorpe. Mrs. Tuckett was 
involved in the 1907 Women's Work 
Exhibition, The Talbot Epileptic Colony 
and was one of the patronesses of the 
Women's Horticultural Association of 
Victoria. 
Mrs Tuckett played golf at the 
Metropolitan Golf Course, as did 
Springthorpe son. Mrs Tuckett was 
involved in establishing the new garden. 
Did Mrs Tuckett recommend Luffman for 
the plantation plantings around the 
course?  
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Ina contributed an article to the '1934 Centenary Gift Book' 
entitled 'Women in Horticulture'. Again, this article was 
about the women's admission to Burnley, their job prospects 
and how looking back (in 1934) women were now accepted 
as professional gardeners by the general public.  
  
 
                                      
   
   
Ina Higgins Mrs Rolf Boldewood Mrs Arthur Tuckett 
  The Flower Garden in Australia A Year in My Garden 
There are many newspaper reports on what Ina was doing 
from c. 1896 to c. 1928. 
Published 1893, by Melville and Mullen. Published 1905, by Melville and Mullen. 
2nd year Exam question essays 1900. 13 pages. Written from her own experience of gardening jobs in 
Sydney, country NSW and Albury.  
Written from personal experience of 
working her in garden at 'Omama', 
Melbourne. 
Shows what Ina has learnt from Luffman. Ina's 1900 exam 
question answers a range of questions from soils to pruning 
fruit trees, to understanding how to establish a new 
orchard business.  
Knowledge gained from her many gardens over her 
life.      Time range: 1820-1890s.    Book contains no 
pictures. 
Knowledge gained is mainly about 
Omama.         Time range: 1905.        
Book contains photographs. 
Possibly gardened in Ireland as a child with her father. 
Worked in the garden at 'Killenna' just about every day 
during the 1930s. 
Gardens: Mrs Boldrewood had many gardens, near 
Sydney, country NSW and Albury. Moved to 
Melbourne 1895 and the book is based on her NSW 
experience. 
Only 1 garden, 'Omama' in 
Murrumbeena. 25 acres (10.11 
hectares). 
  Text is talking to you and is telling you how to do 
things. Matter of fact. 
Text is more romantically written, 
engaging you in feelings of each season, 
romantic, but still practical.  
  Book Layout: No. of Pages 144. Book Layout No. of Pages 208.  
  An alphabetical description of plants, month calendar 
of jobs breaks up descriptions of plants.  
One continuous story. 
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  Information on annuals, bulbs, ornamental shrubs, 
herbaceous plants, climbers, ferns, ornamental trees, 
bush garden, manure, propagation, climate, and 
disease of bulbs.        Meets Michael Guilfoyle’s, in 
Sydney, William Guilfoyle’s father. 
12-month calendar of jobs to do in the 
garden distributed through the book.             
Native Plants Native Plants  Native Plants  
1910 interview by 'Pomona' and 'Heronswood' informs us 
that Ina liked Western Australian flowering gum (Corymbia 
ficifolia syn. Eucalptus ficifolia) Bottlebrush (Callistemon 
viminalis) and an Illawarra Flame tree (Brachychiton 
acerifolius), Cootamundra wattle (Acacia baileyana). 
Waratah (Telope sp.), Soft Tree fern (Dicksonia 
antarctica), Wattles (Acacias sp.), Flame trees 
(Brachychiton sp.), Gum trees (Eucalyptus sp.), Silky 
oak (Grevillea robusta), Persian lilac (Melia azedarach), 
Rose cone flower (Isopogon sp.), Feather grass (Stipa 
sp. syn. Austrostipa sp.). 
Wattle (Acacia sp.), Boronia (Boronia 
sp.), Pin cushion bush (Hakea sp.), 
Native lilac (Hardenbergia 
comptoniana), Feather grass (Stipa sp. 
syn. Austrostipa sp.) Tea tree 
(Melaleuca sp.) 
Exotic Plants Exotic Plants Exotic Plants 
Plants identified from pictures of 'Heronswood' are the 
type of planting William Guilfoyle preferred. Plants include 
Jelly palm (Butia capitata), Canary Island palm (Phoenix 
canariensis), Mexican lily (Beschorneria yuccoides), Flax 
(Phormiums tenax), Rice-paper plant (Tetrapanax papyrifer) 
Bamboo (Phylostachys sp.) 
Roses, carnations, dahlias fuchsias, pelargoniums, Erica 
(health). 
Roses (Rosa sp.) Carnations (Dianthus 
caryophyllus), Dahlias, (Dahlia sp.), 
Fuchsias (Fuchsia sp.), Pelargoniums 
(Pelargoniam sp.), Heath (Erica sp.) 
Other Aspects Other Aspects Other Aspects 
  Mentions liquid animal manure.  Mentions liquid animal manure.  
 Picture of Ina pruning in 1919 and she talks about pruning 
in her 1910 interview with 'Pomoma'. 
Ground properly trenched and levelled. Long and 
broad beds, box edging Ribbon borders, carpet 
bedding. Mentions to learn about what plants require. 
Mulching summer, front protection winter. 
Sweeping lawns with shrub beds jutting 
out, creating curve, influence by 
Guilfoyle and Luffman.             
Not a lot of information on bulbs. 
Ina understands Australian conditions. Written for Australian conditions, understands drought. Written on a Melbourne Garden. 
Mentions watering and mulching. 
Photographs Photographs Photographs 
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Heronswood', 'Hethersett', & Talbot Epileptic Colony in the 
Naturalistic style.  
Raby' 642 Olive Street, 1894, typical late Victorian 
garden.  
Omama' lawns and garden beds in 
Naturalistic style. 
  Pictures seen in article by Spennemann, D. H.R, 2001, 
'Mrs "Rolf Boldrewood's" The Flower Garden in 
Australia', Life and Letters of Early Australia, Margin, 
No. 53, April 2001. 
<http://csusap.csu.edu.au/~dspennem/PDF-
Articles/MrsBoldrewood.pdf>, accessed 2 January, 
2019. 
  
Summary 
All three ladies were keen gardeners; Mrs Boldrewood received no formal training and developed her gardening skills and knowledge in NSW, whereas Ina and 
Mrs Tuckett were one of the first women in Australia who were professionally trained in Victoria. Mrs Boldrewood and Mrs Tuckett produced a book each, 
which were the especially aimed at women gardeners. Mrs Boldrewood’s book is very practical, while Mrs Tuckett’s contains valuable information and is written 
in a more entertaining manner. These two books were one of the first gardening books produced by women in Australia. Ina on the other hand wrote about 
encouraging women consider horticulture as a career. All three women were influenced by the Guilfoyle family; Ina and Mrs Tuckett were also influenced by 
Gertrude Jekyll. Both Ina and Mrs Boldrewood understood that water was a precious resource and all three women were keen on natives; Mrs Boldrewood 
highlighting ones that she would have been accustomed to seeing in NSW and Mrs Tuckett and Ina mentioning natives that would be suitable for Melbourne 
conditions. All three ladies were middle class and had different economic situations. Ina was single and needed to support herself with possibly help from her 
brothers where as Mrs Boldrewood and Mrs Tuckett where supported by their husbands. Mrs Tuckett was in the enviable position of having a wealthy husband 
and most likely help in the garden, thus being able to create a sumptuous garden. From the pictures of Mrs Boldrewood garden in Albury, it seems drier and 
perhaps more difficult to create a garden with little water and little help. Ina had a labourer for the Mt. Martha garden which shows she was involved in the 
building of her designs. But there is no other evidence as to who Ina employed and where she was involved in building her other designs.  
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Comparative analysis of gardens designed by Ina Higgins, Mrs Boldrewood and Mrs Tuckett 
Ina Higgins Ina Higgins Ina Higgins Mrs Boldrewood  Mrs Tuckett 
 'Heronswood' Dromana, 1903-1929 Talbot Epileptic Colony, 
Clayton, 1907  
Hethersett', Burwood 1911 'Raby' 642 Olive Street, 
Albury 1889-1895 
 ‘Omama', 
Murrumbeena, 1898-
1909  
 18 hectares (45 acres) Naturalistic, seaside 
garden. Steep slope and outer garden 
planted with drought tolerant hardy plants, 
giant cypress (Cupressus sp.) hedge 
surrounding the property, borrowed views. 
Some already existing formal structure with 
Italian overtones including stone wall and 
steeps leading to a short axial gravel path in 
front of the main house window. Some of 
the plantings reminiscent of plants William 
Guilfoyle liked to use. 
 70 hectares (173 acres) 
Naturalistic English style with 
Gardenesque features.           
Has curved sweeping lawns 
with specimen trees, sunken 
gravel paths, flower beds, 
shrubberies and borrowed 
landscape views. Has sense of 
space and the curves of the 
garden beds give a feeling of 
enclosure to other parts of the 
garden.      
Mixture of eclectic style and 
Gardenesque features.          
Formal layout of the gravel 
front driveway, softened by 
plants with rose arbour. Has 
curved sweeping lawns with 
specimen trees, sunken gravel 
paths, shrubberies and 
borrowed landscape views. 
Other areas are in the 
Naturalistic style.  
Country garden, Late double 
fronted Victorian Villa and 
garden, with Gardenesque 
features.        Designed by Mrs 
Boldrewood. Well layout 
garden where the front 
garden was the 'show piece' 
and the productive areas to 
the north side of the house. 
Had curved gravel path from 
the street and straight gravel 
path running along the front 
veranda. Ornamental flower 
bed, roses, no lawn (as was 
the fashion then according to 
Mrs Boldrewood) and garden 
surrounded by orange tree 
hedge. There were 
ornamental shrubberies, 
palms and an orchard. 
 10.11 hectares (25 
acres) Naturalist style 
with Gardenesque 
features, very similar 
to Burnley Gardens, 
Villa residence, with 
sweeping and curved 
large and small lawns 
with specimen trees, 
sunken paths, island 
beds, circular beds, 
Iris beds, rose beds, 
specimen trees, 
orchard, vegetable 
garden pergola's and 
borrowed landscape 
views. Has sense of 
space, parts of 
garden are enclosed. 
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  Mrs Boldrewood 'Raby' Mrs Tuckett, 'Omama'  ‘Hethersett'    
Enclosure – A garden room defined by 
borders of various materials 
From the photograph, it does 
not look like it. 
Yes, garden rooms. Yes, there hedges and 
shrubberies defining garden 
rooms. 
 
Shape and Form – The contour and three-
dimensional qualities of individual plants or 
groups of plants in the garden, as well as 
the outline of a garden room itself 
Hard to tell from the picture, 
but gives the impression of an 
asymmetrical formal front 
garden with roses and lots of 
flowers. 
The garden rooms flow with 
easy into each other, has a 
strong sense of design with the 
use of curves, garden beds, 
round garden beds. Garden 
feels unified.  
Yes, there are different 
garden rooms, previously a 
small working farm, lake is in 
open paddock. 
  
Framing the View – Directing attention to 
an object or view by screening out 
surrounding distractions while creating a 
visually balanced and organized 
composition 
Hard to say, but site seems flat 
and very open garden, 
everything is on display.  
Yes, views and persons 
attention are direct by curved 
garden beds and paths. 
Specimen trees are plant at 
strategic places to draw 
persons attention. Island beds 
break up the view. Structures 
like the pergola help to direct 
viewers’ attention. Possibly 
there is a view out towards the 
Dandenong Hills. 
 
 
Yes, there is views to the 
Dandenong Hills, but it is just 
a peak and is framed on 
either side by some very tall 
trees, which direct vision to 
the opening in vegetation. It 
is most likely this view is from 
the first floor of the house.  
  
 
 
  Mrs Boldrewood ‘Raby’ Mrs Tuckett, 'Omana'  ‘Hethersett'    
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Entry – A defined point of entrance into a 
garden enclosure 
Yes Yes  Yes, formal garden beds, 
straight gravel driveway, 
ending in a turning circle at 
the front door. Rose arbor 
where the path turns into a 
circle.    
Focal Point – Positioning an object to draw 
the eye and to create a feature of attention 
Hard to tell from the 
photograph. 
Yes, at the end of the pergola 
walk and highly likely that 
there are focal points in each 
garden room. Either plants or a 
structure of some sort. 
Yes, straight lines draw the 
eye up to flag pole, behind it 
is the house. Gaps in the 
shrubbery, allowing views of 
the Dandenong Hills.   
Structures – A variety of constructed 
features within the garden 
Straight and curved gravel 
paths. 
Curved garden beds, sunken 
gravel paths, circular garden 
beds, pergola's, specimen 
trees, sunken paths, island 
beds, circular beds. 
Rose arbors, pergola. 
  
Colour – Orchestrating the colour palette in 
the garden through the selection and 
arrangement of plants and objects 
Cannot tell because of black 
and white photographs. 
Cannot tell because of black 
and white photographs. 
Cannot tell because of black 
and white photographs. 
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Texture, Pattern, and Rhythm – Using 
surface characteristics, recognizable motifs, 
and the cadence created by the spacing of 
objects as elements of design 
There is a variety of textures 
but due to lack of photographs 
is hard to tell about patterns.  
Difficult to tell regarding 
patterns. Garden is created on 
a large flat site. There is the 
repeating pattern of curving 
garden beds, lawns and gravel 
paths which gently flow into 
each other. There is large 
variety of textures. There are 
upright trees, palms, spreading 
shrubs creating interest for the 
eye.  
Very gentle slopes, 
undulating landscape. Similar 
to 'Omama' with repeating 
pattern of curving garden 
beds, lawns and gravel paths 
which gently flow into each 
other. There is large variety 
of textures. Lots of different 
textures in different parts of 
the gardens.  
  
Mystery – Piquing a sense of curiosity, 
excitement, and occasional apprehension 
through the garden’s design 
No Yes, as you can't see around 
the corners, you do not know 
what is there.  
In some parts of the garden 
there is mystery and others 
like the driveway, there is not 
as much mystery because it 
flat, open and straight. But 
there are points of interest, 
the flag pole and palms at the 
front door. The picture (the 
driveway) is framed by two 
Araucaria sp.    
Summary                                                  Of the 5 gardens, 'Omama' seems to be the most unified and has a good strong sense of design. Mrs Boldrewood's garden 
seems to be the least unified. 'Heronswood' is an interesting garden as it does not have the feel of a strong design especially when you compare it to 'Omama' 
or 'Hethersett'. Of the three of Ina's gardens 'Hethersett' has the strongest sense of design and the strongest sense of a mixture of styles. The Talbot Garden, is 
part of a working farm, is very small compared to the other gardens and fits in the space  allotted to it beautifully. Each of the other 4 gardens is of one style, but 
'Hethersett' is a mixture in which Ina is referring back to earlier times in garden design.  
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Comparative analysis of Ina Higgins, Charles Bogue Luffman and William Guilfoyle 
 
Ina Higgins Charles Bogue Luffman  William Guilfoyle 
Immigrated from Ireland. Visited Australia twice, second time living here for years. Guilfoyle was 10 years old, when arrived from 
London with his family, settling in Sydney. 
Landscape gardener. Director of Burnley Gardens and the Principal of The 
Burnley School of Horticulture. 
Director of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne. 
Visited garden in England and Europe. Visited garden in England and Europe, America and 
Japan. 
Visited garden in England and Europe. 
Socialist beliefs. Socialist beliefs.  No 
Progressive beliefs. Progressive beliefs. Very conservative. 
General and Horticultural Education General and Horticultural Education  General and Horticultural Education 
Home schooled by Anne Higgins, then in 1875 
sent to Presbyterian Ladies College (PLC),             
1899 - 1901 The Burnley School of 
Horticulture - Diploma of Horticulture.  
Possibly primary school, then may be an apprentice 
gardener and then travelled around Spain, Italy, 
America, Australia and 1920 Japan.  
Privately taught by his uncle Louis Delafosse, then 
attended Lyndhurst College in Glebe. He was 
encouraged by William Sharp Macleay and John 
MacGillivray in botanic study which he kept up all 
his life. Worked with his father in Michael Guilfoyle 
nursery. He also travelled in northern NSW and 
Queensland collecting specimens and in 1868 joined 
the H.M.S. Challenger on a scientific exploration of 
the South Sea Islands. He Also started the medicinal 
ground in the gardens and also grew plants of 
economic value. 
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Did not teach at Burnley, horticultural 
instructress at Mordialloc Women's Farm and 
guest lecturer at Dookie. 
Did teach at Burnley, Working Men’s College (now RMIT) 
and gave lectures around country Victoria. 
Guilfoyle gave lectures at Burnley and ran practical 
open-air gardening classes for women at the RBG. 
See article The New Idea August 6, 1903.  
Influences Influences Influences 
Charles Bogue Luffman, Gertrude Jekyll, 
William Guilfoyle, Harry Ingio Triggs, Italian 
Gardens and the Garden City movement        
English garden inspiration from paintings of landscapes 
by Claude Lorrain and Nicolas Poussin and what Luffman 
saw on his travels around the world. He mentions other 
Jekyll books in his Principles of Gardening for Australia.     
Naturalist, explorer and plant collector John 
MacGillivray and William Woolls, Parramatta 
schoolmaster explorer and plant collectors.  
Eclectic use of formal and informal 
(Gardenesque) designs, Naturalistic 
landscapes.  
Favoured Naturalistic with good structural elements, 
Gardenesque or Mediterranean styles. Thought 
Mediterranean plants suitable for the seaside and 
terracing for places like Mt. Macedon ranges English 
garden inspiration from paintings of landscapes by 
Claude Lorrain and Nicolas Poussin          Burnley - 
Gardenesque with Naturalistic elements. 
Guilfoyle was `Victorian in his tastes - 1870s rest of 
Australia didn't catch up until 1900. Guilfoyle loved 
the picturesque landscape and the design of the 
garden is what Andrew Laidlaw (Landscape 
architect at the RBG) believed was inspired by this 
idyllic pastoral English landscape. Kemp in his book 
'How to Layout a Garden’ (1911) was Guilfoyle’s 
strongest Gardenesque influence and was reframed 
by Loudon. Guilfoyle was also motivated by the 
restrained elegance of the later understanding of 
the Gardenesque. 
  Architecture Favoured Queen Anne and Dutch known as 
Gothic or natural.    
  Dark red brick houses.    
  Create gardens to escape from urbanized and 
industrialised society. 
  
  Climate and architecture 2 great governing factors in 
garden schemes. 
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Ina planted exotics close to the house and 
coastal shrubs for the outer garden at 
'Heronswood' as well as a Western Australia 
flowering gum; Ina may have recommended 
them to Walter Burley Griffin. Ina did not 
follow Luffman recommendations completely 
for 'Heronswood'. Luffman recommended for 
seaside gardens - use Mediterranean plants if 
you live there or if it is a seaside holiday 
house, then use natives. Plant banksia, t-tree, 
wattles with few maritime pines and simple 
creeping over the ground - advanced thinking 
for the time. 
Didn't think Australians understood their landscape. 
Luffman also used native plants eg. Metropolitan Golf 
Course.  
Liked Australian plants. Favourite plants Cordylines 
(Cordyline sp.), Pampus grass (Cortaderia selloana), 
Aloes (Aloes sp.), Agaves (Agave sp.) Pohutukawa 
(Metrosideros excelsa), New Zealand flax 
(Phormium tenax) and Kowhai (Sophora 
microphylla) as well as and other tropical and sub-
tropical plants  
Understood water issues. Understood water issues. Wide borders to withstand hot 
summers and retain moisture. In country gardens, 
Luffman built ponds on northern side of gardens to slow 
down bush fires. 
Guilfoyle built the volcano to capture water. 
Ina thought women needed to work with 
men, not criticise them. 
Thought gardeners and architects should work together. 
Luffman said he did not discriminate between the sexes. 
  
Ina loved flowers and pale colours.   Guilfoyle liked colour and plants with interesting 
and brightly coloured foliage. 
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Ina loved flowers-annuals. She grew her own 
seed and planted them out at 'Killenna'. She 
used ribbon bedding techniques and had a 
red, yellow and blue at 'Killenna', don't know 
about her other gardens.  
No bedding plants, preferred trees and shrubs that 
flower. 
Guilfoyle was not an advocate of high Victorian 
bedding. 
Sweeping lawns with sunken paths, but also 
borrowed landscape views. Ina believed large 
expanses of lawn not idea for Australia, 
should replace them with cool shady gardens.  
Curving garden beds, sweeping lawns with sunken paths, 
but believed large expanses of lawn not idea for 
Australia, should replace them with cool shady gardens. 
Curved garden beds, sweeping lawns, sunken paths 
with specimens planted through them. 
Ribbon border at ‘Hethersett’. There were ribbon borders of grass at Burnley but could 
be pre Luffman. 
  
Shrubberies see Talbot Epileptic Colony and 
'Hethersett'. 
Island shrubberies.  Guilfoyle had island shrubbery beds. 
Ina feels the best gardens are to be found in 
England but they are mostly formal, allowing 
sunlight to come right up to the house 
whereas in hot climates like Australia we 
need shade right up to the house.  
Luffman recommended shady garden for summer, use 
deciduous plants for warm and sunny in winter. 
  
Ina does not seem to have used the 
Australian landscape as an inspiration like 
Guilfoyle did.  
Luffman does not seemed to have used the Australian 
landscape as an inspiration like Guilfoyle did. But he did 
believe in understanding the climate of a country and 
not to copy Britain. Create one’s own style. 
Guilfoyle imitated the scenery of mountains and 
fern gullies, brushlands of NSW and Queensland at 
the RBG. 
Ina used hedges to create garden rooms. Luffman liked hedges only in certain circumstances. Guilfoyle used hedging in his design. 
Loved the English woods and water effects. 
Hethersett had a pond, but don't know if Ina 
built it.  
Creates ponds using surface water and positions them in 
the north aspect on country properties for cooling effect 
and to slow grass fires down. 
Lakes at Botanic Gardens there before he started. 
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Interested in Italian Gardens and thought 
them and terraces would suit hilly Victoria 
Used concrete Italian seat at Heronswood. 
Recommended the use of Mediterranean plants. 
Luffman thought Italian terraces would suit hilly Victoria.  
Inspired by the South Sea Islands, NSW and 
Queensland rainforests and tropical plants. 
Fruit trees Fruit Trees   
Roses and rose arbours, pergolas.  Roses  No outstanding recommendations for roses. 
Fruit trees Fruit trees    
Rock walls Stone or brick walls. Picturesque - rock work "violent" and rugged and 
gentle and smooth forms like William Kent. 
Guilfoyle incorporated summer houses. 
Writings  Writings  Writings  
1910 'Women’s World Miss Nina Higgins A 
Woman Gardener Gardens and Gardening' 
published in The Herald on the 2nd August 
and the Weekly Times 6th August, 1910 p. 10          
1913 'Horticulture for Women' by Ina Higgins, 
reported in The Leader 22nd November 1913, 
p. 9., article was read by Ina Higgins to the 
Women’s National Council. The Argus 12th 
December, p.13, published entire article. The 
Argus reported on the 4th February, 1914 
that it was requested to be read in Hobart 
and may be read at the International Council 
of Women Quinquennial Meeting Rome, May 
1914. Unable to locate if it was read at the 
Rome meeting.           '1934 Centenary Gift 
Book' contributes article called 'Women in 
Horticulture'.   
Four books: Vagabond in Spain (1895), The Principles of 
Gardening for Australia (1903), Quiet Days in Spain 
(1910) and The Harvest of Japan (1920) Plus many 
articles and pamphlets for the dried fruit industry and 
development of a site for Australia's capital city.  
 Guilfoyle’s publications include: First Book of 
Australian Botany (1874), revised and reissued 
as Australian Botany Especially Designed for the Use 
of Schools (1878); The A.B.C. of Botany 
(1880); Australian Plants (1911?) and many 
pamphlets. 
Summary 
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Comparing Ina Higgins, Charles Bogue Luffman and William Guilfoyle is an inequitable exercise because Ina never work continuously or on such large industrial 
projects as these two men. But Ina was definitely a good designer and was influenced by these two late nineteenth century landscape designers.  
 
Luffman's Influence: From reading Ina's 1900 exam question answers and from her design of the Talbot Epileptic Colony, you can see the strong influence 
Luffman had; the curving and sunken paths, the understanding of preparation of the soil and the placement of plants. Being the horticultural instructresses at 
the Mordialloc Women's Farm, showed she learnt her business (understanding the market) lessons well from Luffman. He recommends establishing quick 
growing cash crops which she does planting lucerne, onions, early potatoes and bulbs while establishing the orchard and other areas.                               
 
Styles: Ina, Luffman and Guilfoyle were interested in the Natural Landscape movement, Gardenesque style and Ina and Luffman were also interested in formal 
styles. On the other hand, Guilfoyle used rocks to create Picturesque scenes in the Botanic Gardens in Melbourne and all three designers created shrubberies. 
However, 'Hethersett' driveway shows Ina used an electric style that neither Luffman or Guilfoyle used. Ina also incorporated Italian elements into some her 
designs. Luffman advocated that Mediterranean plants and styles were suitable for some parts of Australia. As far as the author knows, Guilfoyle did not use 
Italian elements in his designs, rather he used influences from his exploration of the South Sea Island.                                        
 
Natives: All three designers like native plants (although Luffman only recommended using natives for seaside holiday houses). The 1932 aerial view of 
'Heronswood' showed she took Luffman's lessons on using natives and seaside gardens to heart and followed his advice, although she did include some hardy, 
low maintenance succulents.  
 
William Guilfoyle: Guilfoyle's influence is less apparent, perhaps more subtle but his design of 'Derriweit Heights' in Mount Macedon' impressed her greatly and 
as quoted in 1910 article in The Herald by 'Pomona' Ina describes Guilfoyle's lakes at 'Derriweit' as "The most beautiful garden I know in Australia is the Buckley's 
garden at Macedon - the garden that old Mr Ryan made. The rhododendrons in it are wonderful. They grow right down to the water's edge, and are mirrored in 
the stream", just like Ina saw in England. (6th August, 1910, p.10)  
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If Ina was involved in the design of her brother Henry’s home ‘Doona’ (and there is no evidence to support she was and this style was very fashionable at the 
time) pictures show dahlia's, roses, palms and island beds. The palms and island beds could be a reference to Guilfoyle's design of the Melbourne Botanical 
Gardens. The analysis showed each designer had their own interpretation on the natural landscape movement. Both Luffman and Guilfoyle understood 
interpreting the landscape into the design. Luffman leaves us his book, The Principles of Gardening for Australia, (1903) where he discusses this issue and 
Guilfoyle leaves us with his interpretation of his trip of the South Sea Islands around the Volcano (located in Anderson Street, South Yarra.) Ina also shows she 
understand how to connect to the surrounding landscape; Ina does not leave words but pictures of 'Heronswood'. They also show she planted many plants that 
were in Guilfoyle’s repertoire. The Talbot Epileptic Colony and 'Hethersett' show that her designs sit comfortably in the surrounding landscape.  
 
Writings: Ina Higgins wrote about the experience of women entering horticultural. The only article that expresses her views on gardening was the 1910 
'Pomona' interview but is not entirely about gardening as at the end of the article there is a comment about women not being admitted to Burnley as students. 
Luffman and Guilfoyle produced had many articles/pamphlets and published several books.              
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 Comparative analysis of gardens designed by Charles Bogue Luffman and William Guilfoyle 
Principles of Design  Ina Higgins Charles Bogue Luffman  William Guilfoyle  
Heronswood', 'Hethersett' and the 
Talbot Epileptic Colony. 
Burnley Gardens, Yarra Boulevard, 
Richmond. 
Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne. 
Enclosure – A garden room defined 
by borders of various material 
Yes, Ina used hedges to enclose 
spaces used shrubberies as well. 
He used island beds, filled with 
shrubs. 
He used the topography of the site, 
as well as island beds filled with 
shrubs. 
Shape and Form – The contour and 
three-dimensional qualities of 
individual plants or groups of plants 
in the garden, as well as the outline 
of a garden room itself 
Yes, the conical shape of conifer 
trees, curves used to outline garden 
beds, Talbot Epileptic Colony and 
'Hethersett' used specimen trees, 
shrubberies - groupings of exotic 
plants like camellias. 
Yes, many conifers already existing, 
Luffman incorporated the conifers 
into shrubberies and planted 
specimen trees. Luffman create 
summer and winter gardens, using 
deciduous plants.  
Evergreen and deciduous trees and 
shrubs are mixed together, there are 
also specimen trees around the 
gardens, there is a definite conifer 
area of the RBG, succulents and 
palms and different collections of 
species and countries e.g. China 
collection and canna lily collection, 
but they may be from other garden 
directors. 
Framing the View – Directing 
attention to an object or view by 
screening out surrounding 
distractions while creating a visually 
balanced and organized 
composition 
Yes, Ina framed views using plants, 
borrowed views from other 
landscapes. Looking from the first 
floor of 'Hethersett' view of 
balanced and organised garden. 
Burnley Gardens is on a relatively 
flat landscape, with a higher point 
where the Pavilion was built in 1884. 
Luffman hid the ugly view of the 
surrounding suburb of Richmond by 
creating enclosed garden rooms; he 
did not borrow that view. Burnley 
Gardens is visually balanced, each 
space is a separate room with plants 
of interest in each room. 
The RBG site is undulating and 
Guilfoyle incorporated borrowed 
views, used props such as Temple of 
the Winds, summer houses as focal 
points, used especially significant 
plants as focal points or rocky 
outcrops. 
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Entry – A defined point of entrance 
into a garden enclosure 
Yes, 'Hethersett' and Talbot Epileptic 
Colony both define entry points, long 
driveways.  
Yes, Burnley's main gate, long 
driveway with gate house. No gates 
leading from one garden room to 
another. 
Yes, has many, one has a Lynch gate, 
Gate A is the main gate. No gates 
leading from one garden room to 
another. 
Focal Point – Positioning an object 
to draw the eye and to create a 
feature of attention 
Heronswood', Ina moved driveway 
to improve sea view from house. 
'Hethersett' house is the focal point 
at the end of the main driveway. 
Yes, Luffman used the Lily pond, 
Church spire in Hawthorn and 
Principal's house. Existing conifers in 
the gardens. 
Definitely, he used structures, 
rockeries, specimen trees, water. 
Structures – A variety of 
constructed features within the 
garden 
Ina's garden seat at 'Heronswood', 
rose arch and flag pole in middle of 
circular driveway at 'Hethersett'. 
Gravel curving paths, the garden 
enveloped the Pavilion (demolished 
late 1940s) Principal's house was 
centre of the gardens, many paths 
lead to it. Gardens lost their sense of 
direction, bulldozed in 1980s.  
Definitely, the Separation Tree rest 
house, William Tell rest house and 
Guilfoyle's volcano. 
Colour – Orchestrating the colour 
palette in the garden through the 
selection and arrangement of plants 
and objects 
Ina liked pastel colours and the 
colour schemes of Gertrude Jekyll.  
Disliked jarring colour combinations 
of bedding plants the Victorians 
were wild about. 
Guilfoyle liked colour but don't know 
if he followed any particular colour 
patterns. 
Texture, Pattern, and Rhythm – 
Using surface characteristics, 
recognizable motifs, and the 
cadence created by the spacing of 
objects as elements of design 
Repeating gravel surfacing of paths, 
brick gutter edging. Island garden 
shrubberies provide leaf green 
texture and deciduous trees provide 
winter texture and perhaps rhythm. 
Use of colour schemes also provides 
pattern and rhythm. 
Repeating gravel surfacing of paths, 
Island garden shrubberies provide 
leaf green texture and deciduous 
trees provide winter texture. 
Continuous mass of green leaves 
creates rhythm as you walk around. 
Yes, bark, dried grass, dead leaves on 
the ground and silvery trunks of gum 
trees provide rhythm - know you are 
in Australia bush. Continuous mass 
of green leaves creates rhythm as 
you walk around. Use of water 
features are repeated as well as rest-
houses dotted around the gardens.  
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Mystery – Piquing a sense of 
curiosity, excitement, and 
occasional apprehension through 
the garden’s design 
Yes, curved garden and paths beds, 
gaps in hedges, ponds, specimen 
trees, views from upstairs all give 
sense of curiosity and excitement 
but not as good at it as Guilfoyle. 
Definitely, as curved paths take you 
into different garden room, certain 
trees are focal points, pond adds 
interest and excitement as you move 
through different garden rooms - 
views are all different but not as 
good at it as Guilfoyle. 
Definitely, master of creating 
excitement and curiosity. Uses 
ponds, lakes, rockery outcrops, 
volcanoes and plant foliage. Uses 
ground plane around volcano to 
represent South Seas ocean and 
islands. 
Summary  
Guilfoyle emerges as the more skill designer, using more structures and the topography to create interesting gardens. But Guilfoyle had more space, more 
dollars to spend and more staff to achieve this. Luffman's design is more subtle as not as strong as Guilfoyle. This appraisal also applies to Ina's designs in 
that her designs are not as strongly structured as Guilfoyle. But the difference is Ina is designing 'home gardens' whereas Luffman and Guilfoyle are 
designing public spaces. Luffman was hampered by lack of money. Ina did not seem to take on the theme of the South Seas Islands as Guilfoyle did, but did 
use many of the plants he used in her designs, especially at ‘Heronswood’. 
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Comparative analysis of Ina Higgins, Olive Mellor, Emily Gibson, Edna Walling and Elsie Cornish  
Ina Higgins Olive Mellor  Emily Gibson Edna Walling Elsie Cornish 
Ireland England Ireland England Glenelg Adelaide, Australia 
Born 12th September, 1860, 
Fermoy County Cork, died 
1948, Buried in family plot in 
St. Kilda Cemetery. 
Born 14th March 1891 
died 1978 Village of 
Linton, near Cambridge. 
Born Dublin 1887-1974, 
parents Scottish. 
Born 1895-1973 York in 
Yorkshire. 
Born 1870-1946. 
Religion  Religion Religion  Religion  Religion 
Wesleyan, Christian Scientist 
c 1903-04.  
Quaker/Church of 
England. 
 Do not know. Became a loose Christian 
Scientist. 
Anglican. 
Personality Personality Personality Personality Personality 
Hard working, self-
sacrificing, pacifist, behind 
the scenes person, 
dedicated, spiritual and an 
idealist. Vegetarian, Spoke 
French, enthusiast for 
Esperanto. 
Hard working, serious and 
had determination to 
succeed as she was a 
single mother. Strong 
willed and proper. 
Millie had a disarmingly 
modest and unassuming 
personality and eschewed 
self-promotion.  
Strong willed, 
argumentative, 
opinionated and had to 
have things done her way 
Respect for the local 
environment. 
Determined, respect for the 
South Australian climate. 
Ina's oldest brother James 
dies of consumptions c. 
1860s. 
Came to Australia in 
October, as governess as 
sister Ev had 
consumption. 
Family in Ireland suffered 
Consumption - 2 brothers 
died, decided to come to a 
better climate Settled in 
Bendigo. 
Family financial difficulties. Cornish needed to support 
herself after mother died. 
Arrives in Melbourne in 
February, 1870. 
Arrives in Victoria 1909. Arrives from Dublin 1911. Arrives in New Zealand 
1911, Australia 1914. 
Born in Australia. 
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Father likes growing 
vegetables.  
Step-mother Florence 
amateur botanist and 
organised walks into the 
country side where plants 
were meticulously 
identified. 
Grandfather and father well 
respected gardeners in 
Britain. 
Walling and her father 
William went for walks 
across the moors in the 
Devonshire countryside.  
  
Education  Education  Education  Education  Education  
1875 Foundation student 
Presbyterian Ladies College. 
Olive went to Quakers 
school in Birmingham, 
which her step-mothers 
sister Hannah ran. 
  Early education in 
Plymouth then sent to 
Notre Dame Convent in 
Lancaster. 
Either went to the end of State 
school or taught by a governess 
at home or both. Educated in 
North Adelaide. 
Ina called herself a 
Landscape gardener. 
Olive called herself a 
horticulturist and 
landscape designer. 
Emily Gibson called herself a 
landscape gardener. 
Edna Walling called herself 
a garden designer. 
Elsie Cornish called herself a 
landscape designer. Her gardens 
contextually fit between the two 
world wars of the 1920s and 
1930s. 
Always promoted horticulture 
as a suitable career for 
women through establishing 
her own landscape garden 
practise, three newspaper 
articles, mentoring Burnley 
Student(s), insisting on being 
paid for her labour at the 
same rate as men, one of the 
founders of the Women's 
Horticultural Association of 
Victoria and horticultural 
instructor at the Mordialloc 
Women' farm. 
From the Burnley Archives 
Mellor, enrolled in 1911 
and started the Certificate 
of Horticulture in 1912. 
According to Olive, women 
were not allowed to do the 
physical work, like digging 
and trenching which she 
wanted to do. The story is 
that Olive baled up the 
Minister for Agriculture Mr 
Hutchinson at Spencer 
Street Station (now 
Southern Cross Station) 
Emily Gibson mentored 
students. Gibson picked up 
where Ina Higgins left off. 
Gibson was apprenticed to 
the Griffins and through 
working for them became 
one of Australia's first 
female qualified landscape 
designers. Also, later on as 
Australia had no 
postgraduate courses so, 
Gibson persuaded Kings 
College, Durham University 
in the UK, to accept Burnley 
Yes, Edna Walling 
encouraged women and 
men such as Ms. B Begg and 
Ms M Shannon from 
Burnley- Walling arranged 
they work for Dame Nellie 
Melba c. 1920s and Walling 
discovered Ellis Stones, her 
rock wall expert. 
Don't know. 
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when he was going on 
holidays and asked him if 
she could. Apparently, he 
was so taken back, he said 
'Go away and dig. When 
she returned to Burnley, 
they said 'Very well then' 
and not showing much 
interest, gave Olive a 
wheel barrow full of tools, 
a plot and left her to it.  
graduates c. 1930s. Gibson 
also encouraged students to 
find work and establish 
landscape design practices 
as she had done with the 
Griffins. She was a role 
model and created 
opportunities for women's 
education in landscape 
architecture. Gibson's 
influence extended over 
forty years teaching to new 
designers and home 
gardeners. 
Ina Higgins Olive Mellor  Emily Gibson Edna Walling Elsie Cornish 
Brother George Engineer, 
knew William Guilfoyle. 
  Brother Will, became an 
engineer and worked for 
Alec Eggleston (1885-1955) 
and Walter Burley Griffin 
(1876-1937) on the rear 
extension of Collins House in 
Collins Street, around 1914.  
    
Influences Influences Influences Influences Influences 
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Charles Bogue Luffman, 
Gertrude Jekyll, William 
Guilfoyle, Harry Inigo Triggs 
(Italian Gardens) and the 
Garden City movement.         
Inspired by her 
stepmother Florence a 
keen amateur botanist. 
Used to go on walks with 
Florence int the 
surrounding country side 
of Linton. Olive followed 
the trends of the day           
It is not known if Ina, 
influenced Olive to 
inquire about studying 
horticulture at Burnley, 
supported or even knew 
Olive in 1911. 
Gertrude Jekyll and associate 
William Robinson, Walter 
Burley and but particularly 
Marion Mahony Griffin and 
Bertha Merfield.  
To some extent, she 
emulated the styles of 
Spanish and Harry Inigo 
Triggs (Italian Gardens) and 
the work of Sir Edwin 
Lutyens and Gertrude Jekyll 
in Britain. The gardens she 
created typically exhibited 
a strong architectural 
character with Naturalistic 
planting. 
Gertrude Jekyll, Jocelyn Brown 
and Edna Walling. Cornish 
interested in Mediterranean 
traditions, including the use of 
cottage and northern Italian 
plants, sunken rock gardens, 
entry porches and walls. Practical 
like Walling, Cornish often 
planned, built and planted for 
clients. Cornish liked a sense of 
formality and symmetry, features 
such as statues, terraces and 
water and a predilection for 
circular shapes and respect for 
the local environment. 
Highly Ina likely read 
Luffman's book The 
Principles of Gardening for 
Australia (Melbourne, 1903) 
and there is evidence that 
Ina read Gertrude Jekyll, 
Colour Schemes for the 
Flower Garden. But there is 
no evidence Ina read any of 
William Guilfoyle books or if 
she read Mrs Rolf 
Boldrewood The Flower 
Garden in Australia.  
  From 1914 to 1918 Tutelage 
from Max Meldrum in 
painting and Bertha Merfield 
in design. After graduating 
from Burnley in 1916, Emily 
is apprenticed to Griffin on 
Newman College, 1917 and 
works with Griffith until 
1918. 
Grand architectural 
features—walls, pergolas, 
stairs, parterres, pools and 
colonnades—woven into a 
formal geometry; but she 
always found a space for a 
'wild' (unstructured) 
section. 
Following contemporary English 
practices, her work displayed a 
respect for the local 
environment, similar to the ideas 
of Jocelyn Brown and Edna 
Walling. Read Madeline Agar's 
Garden Design in Theory and 
Practice. Mrs Rolf Boldrewood 
The Flower Garden in Australia 
and Luffman's book The Principles 
of Gardening for Australia 
(Melbourne, 1903). 
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Burnley  Burnley  Burnley  Burnley  
Burnley or South Australian 
Equivalent 
In 1897/1898 Approached 
Luffman regarding studying 
at Burnley. 
1911-1915 Had to 
persuade authorities to 
allow her to study full-
time and the diploma. 
  
  
Self-trained in landscape design, 
with help from two cousins 
Lawrence Howie (art, Arts and 
Crafts movement) and Guy St. 
John Marin (architect). Cornish 
began her career in the 1910s, 
progressively attracting a 
supportive group of clients. 
1899 - 1901 Diploma of 
Horticulture.  
1912-1915 Mellor had to 
persuade authorities to 
allow her to study full-
time and the Diploma 
making Mellor the first 
full-time female student 
in the second group of 
women. Graduated with 
Certificate of Competency 
and Diploma.   
1914-1916 Graduates with 
Certificate of Competency. 
1916-1918 Graduated with 
Certificate of Competency. 
No, self -taught, career began in 
1910. 
Horticultural instructress at 
Mordialloc Women Farm, 
Guest lecturer at Dookie.  
First female instructress.  Gibson returns to Burnley 
when Mellor leaves and is 
Instructress 1918-1922 and 
1947-1953 and taught at a 
number of schools including 
Tintern Girl's Grammar, 
Hawthorn and Brighton 
Technical College.  
Never taught at Burnley. No wasn't a teacher. 
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Encouraging women into 
Horticulture 
Encouraging women into 
Horticulture 
Encouraging women into 
Horticulture 
Encouraging women into 
Horticulture 
Encouraging women into 
Horticulture 
Lobbied twice once in 1898 
and then again in 1911 to 
remove the restriction of 
males only. Horticultural 
instructress at the 
Mordialloc Women's farm 
and guest lecturer at Dookie.  
Olive also encouraged 
other students to choose 
horticulture as a career. 
Gibson encouraged students 
to find work and establish 
landscape design practices.  
 Mentored students. Not known. 
Not known if Ina 
collaborated with other 
designers. 
Not known if Mellor 
collaborated with other 
designers. 
Worked with her husband 
and helped Edna Walling in 
the early days. Also worked 
with Grace Fraser and John 
Steven. 
Helped by Emily Gibson in 
1934-36 Worked with 
Marcus Martin, Ellis Stones 
and Gordon Ford. 
Patronage of architect Walter 
Bagot and friendship of Zara, 
Lady Hore-Ruthven. 
Uses some natives. Foundation member of 
Society for Growing 
Australian Plants.  
 
  
Mixes natives and exotics in 
industrial landscapes. 
Favoured natives later in 
her career, 1938-40. 
Yes, used natives from list 
published by Guilfoyle. 
Likes pastel colours, e.g. Pale 
yellow. 
Not known if Mellor had a 
particular palette of 
colours she preferred. 
Not known if Gibson had a 
particular palette of colours 
she preferred. 
She favoured greens and 
used other colours 
sparingly, mostly in pastel 
tones or white. 
Liked bright colours. 
Women's Horticultural 
Association of Victoria 
Women's Horticultural 
Association of Victoria 
Women's Horticultural 
Association of Victoria 
Women's Horticultural 
Association of Victoria 
Women's Horticultural 
Association of Victoria 
1915-1918, Patroness of the 
Women's Horticultural 
Association of Victoria. 
Secretary of the Women's 
Horticultural Association 
Victoria. 
Member of WHAV, invites 
Marion G to WHAV in 1918. 
On the committee of the 
WHAV. 
No 
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No evidence, Ina advertised. Advertises her services in 
Women's Voter and Table 
Talk for a year.  
Toured Europe 1922-24 and 
Millie worked for Milne, Son 
and White Landscape 
Architect Edward White in 
England. 
    
Married  Married  Married  Married  Married  
No   Yes, marries Alan Mellor 
who dies in 1920. 
Marries John Gibson. No  No 
  Olive had 1 child 
Margaret Mellor. 
Had children.     
   Worked as a Matron at a 
convalescent Home, 
Cheltenham. 
Returned to work after her 
husband died in the late 
1940s. 
    
  Has breakdown goes 
home to England but 
returns to Australia early 
1920s.       
Horticultural Employment Horticultural 
Employment 
Horticultural Employment Horticultural Employment Horticultural Employment 
c. 1902-1920    Does not 
seem to worked to support 
herself as the next 
generation of women did. 
1913-1970     Started 
Jobbing (garden 
maintenance). 
1914- 1964 Establishes 
herself in private practice. 
1920- 1970 Starts as 
jobbing gardener and 
establishes her own private 
design practice. 
1910-1946 Establishes her own 
private practice, does jobbing 
gardening, design.  
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Clients were family and 
friends, reasonably well off 
with larger gardens than the 
average suburban block. 
Designed an Institutional 
Garden - The Talbot Epileptic 
Colony and was to be 
involved with Leeton and 
Griffin new towns in NSW 
with Walter Burley Griffin.  
Does designs for some 
Toorak clients but her 
designs are more 
practical than Edna 
Walling’s. After WWII, 
clients were the ordinary 
home-gardener. The 
artwork of her designs is 
average and the designs 
do not have that 
romantic flavour Edna 
Walling had. But she did 
understand her plants. 
Minimal structural 
elements.  
In 1949 Works with 
architects Stephenson and 
Turner including a car 
factory in Clayton, an oil 
refinery in Altona, a hospital 
in Healesville, a nylon-
spinning plant in Bayswater, 
and a hosiery mill in her old 
home town of Bendigo. Hilda 
Dance (Burnley graduate 
1936) and Gibson worked 
together on the new nurses’ 
home at the Gippsland Base 
Hospital in Sale. Also worked 
with architects and town 
planners Buchan & Laird 
1964 Last project St. Hilda's 
College, Melbourne 
University. 
Well off clients. Has well off clients, The 
University of Adelaide. 
No, known gardens survive. 
Only two maps survive of 
Talbot Epileptic Colony, just 
before it was demolished to 
make way for Monash 
University. 
Only fragments several of 
Olive's garden survive. 
Very little of Millie’s gardens 
survive but there are design 
plans in State Library of 
Victoria. 
A lot of Edna Walling’s 
garden survive. 
  
Pictures of Hethersett, 
Heronswood and Epileptic 
Colony survive. 
Lots of plans survive in 
the magazines. 
Articles in The Argus and The 
Australasian survive. 
Lots of Landscape plans 
survive. 
Pictures and information survive 
on the Model Competition 
Gardens. 
Writings  Writings  Writings  Writings  Writings  
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1910 ‘Women’s World Miss 
Nina Higgins a Woman 
Gardener Gardens and 
Gardening' published in The 
Herald on the 2nd August 
and the Weekly Times 6th 
August, 1910 p. 10          1913 
'Horticulture for Women' by 
Ina Higgins, reported in The 
Leader 22nd November 
1913, p. 9., article was read 
by Ina Higgins to the 
Women’s National Council. 
The Australian Home 
Beautiful 1934-1970, The 
Garden Lovers' Log, 
c.1940, Australian 
Gardening of Today 
Illustrated, c. 1940s, The 
Complete Australia 
Gardener, 1952. 
Horticulturist journalist for 
The Argus and The 
Australasia for 24 years. 
Wrote many books 
Gardens in Australia 
(1943), Cottage and 
Garden in Australia (1947), 
A Gardener's Log (1948) 
and The Australian 
Roadside (1952) Wrote for 
the magazine Australian 
Home Beautiful for many 
years too. 
Cornish contributed her article 
entitled ‘Her Garden' to the 
Centenary Gift book of South 
Australia entitled A Book of South 
Australia (1936). 
The Argus 12th December, 
p.13, published entire 
article. The Argus reported 
on the 4th February, 1914 
that it was requested to be 
read in Hobart and may be 
read at the International 
Council of Women 
Quinquennial Meeting 
Rome, May 1914. Unable to 
locate if it was read at the 
Rome meeting.           1934 
Centenary Gift Book, Ina 
contributes article called 
'Women in Horticulture'.  
 
   
1934 was on 3DB first 
gardening show on radio. 
    Designed the Pioneer Women's 
Garden in Adelaide, 1938-40. 
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  Starts writing for The 
Australian Home 
Beautiful in 1934 until c. 
1970. 
 Garden journalist for The 
Argus in 1924 and The 
Australasian 1926 until c. 
1950s. 
1926-46 contributes to 
Australian Home Beautiful. 
  
  She wrote about plant 
culture, design, native 
plants. Audience was the 
home gardeners after the 
WWII Clients not as 
wealthy as Edna Walling’s 
Designs were simpler and 
not as well drawn. 
  Gift Book contributes 
article. Knows Nettie 
Palmer. 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
 
      
Gardens  Gardens  Gardens  Gardens  Gardens  
1903/04 designed and 
worked in garden at 
'Heronswood'. 
A lot of garden design 
plans survive from 
Australian Home 
Beautiful. Native plants 
were used in some of 
Olive Mellor’s garden. 
Known as industrial 
landscape designer. 
Designed many gardens 
and many landscape plans 
still exist, as do her 
gardens. Used native in 
later gardens. 
Designed Sir Sidney Kidman's 
garden Sir George Brookman, 
Sidney Wilcox, Darling, Darian 
Smith and Reid families. 
Not known if Ina was 
involved in the design of 
these gardens: 'Killenna', 
'Doona' or 'Orchard House'. 
Ina designed 'Ardmore's' 
garden in 1914.  
  1949 Drew up the design for 
the garden around the new 
Administration Building, 
Burnley, reasonably intact. 
  For Isabel, wife of Sir Sidney 
Kidman, Sir George Brookman 
and Sidney Wilcox, and the 
Darling, Darian Smith and Reid 
families. She also advised Eva 
Waite on her Jekyll-inspired 
‘Broadlees’ garden at Crafers and 
helped to develop the garden at 
‘Stangate House’, Aldgate, for her 
sister-in-law Gwyneth Cornish. 
305 
 
1905 Unknown property in 
Mount Martha. Piazza and 
lake. Properties may be 
‘Koorootang’ or‘Woodclyffe’. 
 
  
        
1906/07 Garden at Talbot 
Epileptic Colony. Some 
pictures in Annual Reports 
and two contour plans 
survive.   
      1934-36 Designed the University 
of Adelaide escarpment. 
1908/09 Overseas with the 
Talbots England, France, Italy 
and Switzerland. Visits art 
galleries and gardens. 
  
 
    
1909 Mr and Mrs Hector 
Mac Donald, 146 Toorak 
Road, West. 
  
  
    
1911 Designed garden at 
'Hethersett'. 
        
1915-1919 Mordialloc Rural 
Women's Farm.  
In the 1920s and 30s, 
supplied plants to her 
clients.  
  Supplied plants to her 
clients. 
Supplied plants to her clients, 
own nursery. 
1914 Influenced by Marion 
Griffin who she becomes good 
friends. 
  1917 The University of 
Melbourne's Newman College 
W.B. Griffin. 
    
Other Horticultural Activities  Other Horticultural 
Activities  
Other Horticultural Activities  Other Horticultural 
Activities  
Other Horticultural Activities  
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1933 Burnley Student 
Association invitation. 
      1929-1936 entered the annual 
Adelaide Royal Show Model 
Garden Competition.   
1933 Lends book Tom 
Parramore - to be Ryde 
principal. 
      Legacy: Elsie Marion Cornish prize 
(University of Adelaide). 
1933/38 Gardens in ‘Killenna’ 
with help. 
        
1933 Gives Hort. advice to Sir 
J. Grice. 
        
 1933 Malvern Hort. Society 
Show. 
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Comparative analysis of gardens designed by Ina Higgins, Olive Mellor, Emily Gibson, Edna Walling and Elsie 
Cornish  
  Ina Higgins Olive Mellor  Emily Gibson  Edna Walling  Elsie Cornish 
  Designed for family, 
friends and an 
institution.  
Designed gardens for 
middle class and do-it-
yourself home owners 
in city and country. 
Gibson designed home 
gardens but later 
worked on industrial 
landscapes including 
Altona Cafeteria, 
Gippsland Hospital, Sale 
Nurses Home, 
Healesville Hospital 
when she worked for 
Stephenson and Turner 
Architects.  
Designed gardens for 
well-off clients in city 
and country in Victoria, 
Tasmania, NSW and SA.  
Designed gardens for 
well-off home-owners 
in South Australia in the 
city and country. 
Influences  Gertrude Jekyll, William 
Robinson, Charles 
Luffman and William 
Guilfoyle and Harry 
Inigo Triggs. 
Gertrude Jekyll, English 
landscape style. 
Gertrude Jekyll, Walter 
Burley Griffin and 
Marion Mahony Griffin, 
William Robinson, Max 
Meldrum in painting 
and Bertha Merfield. 
Gertrude Jekyll and 
Edward Lutyens, Arts 
and Craft style. 
Gertrude Jekyll and on 
Mediterranean and 
Italian traditions, Edna 
Walling and Joycelyn 
Brown (NSW) Arts and 
Crafts and Edwardian 
(Federation for 
Australia).   
Principles of Design           
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Enclosure – A garden 
room defined by 
borders of various 
materials 
Yes, Ina used hedges to 
enclose spaces used 
shrubberies as well to 
provide privacy and 
secluded areas, 
especially at 
'Hethersett'. 
Mellor's gardens were 
suburban block size, 
were more open than 
Walling’s, did not have 
the space to use to 
create shrubberies or 
garden rooms. 
Only occasionally 
created enclosures, for 
example Sale Hospital 
Nurses home. Gibson 
does enclose factory 
sometimes with plants 
not necessarily 
managed as a hedge, 
more single row of 
trees, sometimes 
suggests a fence. Plants 
need to be hardy. 
Yes, was a master of 
creating garden rooms. 
Walling used stonewall, 
pergolas, plant material 
to create garden rooms. 
South Australia's 
Pioneer Women's 
Memorial garden, 
enclosed by attractive 
brick fence and behind 
the fence a grassy slope 
on one side. At 
'Broadlees' garden 
Cornish terraced the 
sloping site, using trees 
as the perimeter to the 
terrace gardens. At 
'Holmfield', Cornish 
used tree and shrub 
borders to create 
privacy and seclusion. 
Shape and Form – The 
contour and three-
dimensional qualities of 
individual plants or 
groups of plants in the 
garden, as well as the 
outline of a garden 
room itself 
Yes, the conical shape 
of conifer trees, curves 
used to outline garden 
beds, Talbot Epileptic 
Colony and 'Hethersett' 
used specimen trees, 
shrubberies - groupings 
of exotic plants like 
camellias. 
No, very rectangular. 
Suburban size blocks 
very hard to create 
separate rooms. But 
Mellor does use curves 
and plants to break up 
the straight lines and 
delineate areas such as 
the utility area. A row of 
different plants run 
along the fences to hide 
them. 
Garden beds linear or 
curved, or a single 
specimen tree to 
provide shade in car 
park. Liked mass 
plantings of trees and 
shrubs in nurses’ home 
or cafeteria, curved 
beds to create enclosed 
feeling, often at the end 
of a paved area. Some 
of the trees used were 
planted for their habit. 
Yes, again, Edna a 
master at shape and 
form of garden. Parts of 
‘Eurambeen’ follow the 
sites contours, stone 
wall at ‘Boortkoi’ 
outlines the main lawn 
area. 
Flat plane, with a simple 
planting. Feels 
minimalist. Feels like 
sitting in a small valley 
by large exotic trees 
one side and on the 
other a grassy bank and 
row of palms. Liked 
formal gardens and 
symmetry. 
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Framing the View – 
Directing attention to 
an object or view by 
screening out 
surrounding 
distractions while 
creating a visually 
balanced and organized 
composition 
Yes, Ina framed views 
using plants, borrowed 
views from other 
landscapes. Looking 
from the first floor of 
'Hethersett' view of 
balanced and organised 
garden. 
Mellor's gardens are 
visually balanced and 
well organised, typical 
of the time ornamental 
garden in the front, 
utility area at the back. 
Garden swirls around 
the house. It is the focal 
point. 
No, did not frame views, 
gardens were for 
factories or service 
industries. Did not 
screen out or in views. 
The landscapes were 
balanced, but were not 
intricate designs, they 
were functional and 
easy to maintain.  
Yes, At ‘Boortkoi’, two 
giant poplars frame 
entrance to wild 
garden. Borrows the 
hills near ‘Eurambeen’ 
to provide a boundary 
to the pool garden area 
and uses the pergola 
post to frame close and 
distant views. 
No, very open, can see 
everything instantly, but 
pathway draws eye to 
statue of pioneer 
woman - it is the focal 
point. Parts of the plan 
symmetrical, other 
parts asymmetrical. 
Model show gardens 
are open and formal 
and can see everything 
all at once. placement 
of Italian cypresses in 
Model gardens frame 
garden picture. 
Entry – A defined point 
of entrance into a 
garden enclosure 
Yes, 'Hethersett' and 
Talbot Epileptic Colony 
define entry point, long 
driveway. 
Yes, stepping stone to 
front door through 
lawn, asphalt or 
concrete or gravel for 
driveways. Uses garden 
beds of perennials along 
driveways.  
No, the entrance was 
for vehicles either 
employees or visitors. 
Visitors car parks were 
little nicer and near the 
main building which 
was usually clothed in 
linear line of shrubs. 
‘Mooramong’ has 
several sturdy doors to 
go through into each 
garden room. 
Entry porches, gateways 
such as into Pioneer 
Women's Garden and 
definite entry points in 
the Model Show 
gardens. 
Focal Point – 
Positioning an object to 
draw the eye and to 
create a feature of 
attention 
Heronswood', Ina 
moved driveway to 
improve sea view from 
house. 'Hethersett' 
house is the focal point 
at the end of the main 
driveway. 
Yes, from living room 
window, circular bed in 
the lawn with pedestal 
in the middle, flower 
beds showing circular 
shape. 
No most of Gibson's 
industrial landscapes 
were to soften 
buildings, and to green 
up an area. 
Yes, Walling understood 
focal points. Sometimes 
she used structures 
other times plants. 
Yes, Cornish understood 
how to maximise focal 
points. Like circles with 
statues in the middle, 
water pools in the 
middle of the space.  
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Structures – A variety 
of constructed features 
within the garden 
Ina's garden seat at 
'Heronswood', rose arch 
and flag pole at 
'Hethersett'. 
Yes, Brush fencing, 
stepping stones. 
Gibson used low stone 
walls, seat, ponds? 
pavers, gravel. 
Walling, used stone 
walls, pergola's, sun 
dials, stepping stones. 
Yes, especially in her 
Model Show gardens, 
pergola’s fountains, 
pots, statues, rocks, 
topiary.  
Colour – Orchestrating 
the colour palette in 
the garden through the 
selection and 
arrangement of plants 
and objects 
Ina like the colour 
schemes of Gertrude 
Jekyll but don't know if 
Ina followed how Jekyll 
put her colour schemes 
together. 
Don't know Don't know Don't know if Walling 
followed Jekyll’s colour 
schemes. ‘Mooramong’ 
- Walling suggested pale 
colours, but Claire 
Mackinnon liked bright 
colours but at ‘Boortkoi’ 
colours seemed muted, 
no bright colours 
screamed ‘notice me’.  
Loved bright colours. For 
‘Springtide', Cornish 
wrapped colour and plants 
around the garden. Began 
with pale pinks, blues and 
creamy yellow, colours 
intensifying as the border 
progressed, past the front 
of the balustrade where 
stronger blues contrasted 
with creamy yellows. The 
dominance of blues 
continued on the other 
side of the stairs, 
switching to yellow, 
orange and brown before 
changing  lilac-pink, pink, 
yellow and creamy white. 
Bird, L., 2006, ‘The 
Interwar Gardens of Elsie 
Marion Cornish: A 
Comparative and 
Contextual Analysis’, p.105 
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Texture, Pattern, and 
Rhythm – Using surface 
characteristics, 
recognizable motifs, 
and the cadence 
created by the spacing 
of objects as elements 
of design 
Repeating gravel 
surfacing of paths, brick 
gutter edging. Island 
garden shrubberies 
provide leaf green 
texture and deciduous 
trees provide winter 
texture and perhaps 
rhythm. Use of colour 
schemes also provides 
pattern and rhythm. 
Uses lawn to continue 
the rhythm of the 
garden, strategically 
placed tree, stepping 
stones to create links, 
everything well-spaced 
for suburban block, 
does not feel crowded, 
feels open.  
No, Gibson's industrial 
landscapes do not 
exhibit patterns, there is 
a variety of textures, 
some plants are single 
specimens, others are 
grouped together with a 
feel of a green space. 
Definitely used leave 
material to provide 
texture and patterns. 
Uses curves and placing 
of trees and shrubs to 
create the rhythm and 
repeats patterns of 
steps, path way 
surfacing and 
sometimes plantings.  
Cornish's Model 
Gardens are small and 
have excellent rhythm, 
achieved by repeating 
patterns of paving and 
the material used, 
symmetry, and smooth 
and rough textures of 
building materials. 
There rhythm in the 
flow of moving people 
around the gardens. 
Mystery – Piquing a 
sense of curiosity, 
excitement, and 
occasional 
apprehension through 
the garden’s design 
Yes, curved garden and 
paths beds, gaps in 
hedges, ponds, 
specimen trees, views 
from upstairs all give 
sense of curiosity and 
excitement but not as 
good at it as Guilfoyle. 
Not, really, Mellor’s 
designs are very 
functional, practical, do 
not have the enclosed 
spaces like Walling’s to 
create surprise. 
No, these are 
functional, low 
maintenance gardens. 
Definitely, especially in 
wild garden area such 
as at ‘Boortkoi’ and 
curved gardens beds 
create tension of 'what 
is around the corner or 
in the next garden 
room'? 
Not, for Cornish Model 
Gardens as they were 
show gardens in a very 
small space. 
Summary While Walling is the most well-known of the 5 above designers, she is not necessary always the best. Mellor was very well known while she was 
alive. These five landscape designers had very different types of clients, Mellor's clients were mostly the new home owner, who did not have a lot of spare 
money, to Walling who had very well-off clients. Ina's clients were also well off, as were Cornish and Gibson’s. There is no evidence that Mellor, Gibson, 
Walling or Cornish were influenced by Ina’s gardening styles. However, one of the similarities was all 5 women were influenced by Gertrude Jekyll. All 5 
designers were students of the English horticulture culture. Each designer used similar structures and elements in their designs to each other, although Walling 
out shown all the others in her use of stone walls. Both Walling and Cornish show strength in their designs as mostly the blocks were larger.  
Please Note: The author only viewed Gibson’s industrial landscape plans; but this may be inaccurate regarding Gibson due to not viewing any of her home 
garden designs due to the fact Gibson burnt her papers before she died and that State Library of Victoria only have industrial designs. 
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Ina Higgins’ connections 
Burnley  Presbyteria
n Ladies 
College 
Talbot 
Epileptic 
Colony 
1907 
Women's 
Work 
Exhibition 
Horticultura
l Women's 
Association 
of Victoria 
Mordiallo
c Farm 
Walter Burley 
and Marion 
Mahony 
Griffin 
1934 
Centenar
y Gift 
Book 
Wallaby 
Club 
Metropolitan 
Golf Club  
Queen 
Victoria 
Memorial 
Hospital 
Charles 
Bogue 
Luffman 
Did 
Luffman 
get the job 
up at 
‘Killamont’ 
near 
Kyabram 
because 
Mrs 
Tuckett 
daughter 
lived at 
Kyabram?  
Vida 
Goldstein, 
Dr. Charles 
Strong. 
Lady Talbot, 
Alice Henry. 
Lady 
Talbot, 
Mrs. 
Tuckett. 
John Higgins 
– 
Accountant, 
Mrs Tuckett. 
John 
Higgins, 
Henry 
Higgins. 
George Henry Frances 
Fraser, 
Nettie 
Palmer. 
Henry 
Higgins 
Mrs Tuckett, 
helped with 
the club 
house brand 
new garden 
1908. Dr. 
Springthorpe'
s son played 
golf there.  
Foundation 
lady of 
Queen 
Victoria 
Memorial 
Hospital. Dr. 
Emily 
Bertha 
Leitch (nee 
Main) 1873-
1957. Emily 
member of 
the Victoria 
League. Mrs 
Grice 
opened the 
hospital. Ina 
gave advice 
to Mr Grice. 
Alice Henry 
supported 
the 
hospital.  
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Vida 
Goldstein 
Did she 
helped 
Lobby to 
get women 
into 
Burnley? 
Frances 
Fraser 
Dr. John 
Springthorpe 
knew 
Luffman. Mrs 
Tuckett sold 
her 
Murrumbeen
a home 
Omama to Dr. 
Springthorpe. 
 
 
Vida 
Goldstein 
Alice Henry Alice 
Henry, 
Mary Eliza 
Fullarton, 
Katharine 
Susannah 
Pritchard. 
Hyde 
Champion 
(brother in-
law of Vida) 
Charles 
Bogue 
Luffman, 
John 
William 
Springthorp
e were 
members.  
 
 Bertha 
Merfield, 
(B.A.) got 
lost and Ina 
looked for 
Merfield 
while Dr. 
Emily Main 
went for 
help on Mt. 
Wellington 
Hobart in 
1902. 
William 
Guilfoyle 
supposed 
to have 
lectured at 
Burnley. 
Dame 
Nellie 
Melba, 
employed 
two 
Burnley 
graduates 
in the 
1920s. 
Alice Henry 
 
Mrs Alice 
Jane Murray 
Adela 
Pankhurst 
Miles Franklin 
    
Mrs 
Murray, 
husband 
Premier 
and 
Minister 
for 
Agriculture 
Nettie 
Palmer  
Mary Alice 
Higgins, 
Henry's wife. 
 
Lady Stanley Cecelia 
Ann John's 
Hyde 
Champion 
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Charles 
Pearson 
Principal 
Mrs John 
Murray 
 
Emily 
Gibson 
apprenticed 
to the 
Griffins. 
Mr 
Pescott 
Vida Goldstein 
    
Emily 
Gibson - 
worked 
with the 
Griffins.   
 
Mrs 
Margaret 
Tuckett 
Mary Eliza 
Fullarton 
(writer) 
     
Rita 
Godfrey 
 
Mr Pescott Ms Bertha 
Merfield 
(artist) 
     
    
Mr Cronin Mrs 
Mable 
Singleton     
  
Mrs 
Margaret 
Tuckett, 
her 
husband 
Mr Arthur 
Tuckett, 
Real Estate 
Agent, first 
agent 
engaged to 
sell Doona 
c. 1929 but 
eventually 
   
Olive 
Mellor, 
Edna 
Walling, 
Lady Stanley 
 
George 
Higgins 
(Engineer) 
invited 
William 
Guilfoyle  to 
give paper on 
placement of 
Reserves and 
public gardens 
in 1901 for the 
Conference of 
Engineers, 
Architects, 
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sold by 
another 
real estate 
agent. But 
Mr Tuckett 
did sell 
'Derriweits 
Heights' 
(Charles 
Ryan) in 
1893. Ina 
thought DH 
was one of 
the best 
gardens 
she had 
seen.  
Surveyors and 
others. 
George 
Higgins also 
worked with 
Mr Lesley 
Wade (later 
Commissioner 
of 
Murrumbidge
e Irrigation 
Trust) as an 
engineer in 
NSW. 
Mr Pescott 
   
Mr Pescott Mr 
Pescott 
     
Mr Cronin 
   
Mr Cronin 
      
Henry 
Higgins was 
also friend 
and 
working 
associated 
with Alice 
Henry. 
 
  
Ina's niece Nettie Palmer knew: Frances Fraser, Vida Goldstein, Miles Franklin, Alice Henry. 
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Palette of plants and colours Ina used at ‘Killenna’ and other properties  
Plants  Comments  
January 
 
Pink Hydrangeas    
Apricots   
Primulas  Planted in Aster bed 
Iris's  Planted in Palm bed 
Begonias   
Saw a coconut at Botanic Gardens   
Planted out escallonia (pink/white) and phlox seedlings   
Planted African marigolds   
Sowed iceland poppy seeds   
Bougainvillea 'Coonaria Pink' Brought from Coles 
Planted dahlia's   
Planted roots of plumbago on west fence   
Planted Corry dahlia   
Planted grass at front gate Sulphate of ammonia lettuces 
Planted 13 gladdies and crocus   
Planted buffalo seed   
Transplanted nasturtiums   
Burnt off and planted more dahlia's   
Plugged grass with roots Spread leaf mound on grass near drawing room window 
At side of door planted plumbago on wire fence    
Fureau A. Sipthorpe took it out 
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February  Comments 
Bulbs Give some bulbs to the Talbot Epileptic Colony 1933 
Kiwifruit   
Ferns   
Lettuces Used Sulphate of ammonia on them 
Snapdragons Bought soaker hose, 1936 
Green plum tree   
Page's hollyhocks  Saved seed 
Pink calendula's    
Primula seeds   
Coles sweet peas   
Planted buffalo roots   
Transplanted cucumbers   
Transplanted 6 x delphiniums and 3 x Tithonian’s    
Planted daffodils with new soil   
Planted seedlings of iceland poppies (Coles)    
Planted aggies    
Planted 2 x banana passionfruit    
Moved watsonias and put in dahlia's   
Planted lettuce and snapdragons   
March Comments 
Catmint Gathered quinces 
Planted 2 x asters Sent roots of grass to Clive Morrison through A. Sipthorpe 
Planted primula's out and tulips   
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Plant bulbs - jonquils, daffs and snowflakes Made up with (?) and honey and sprayed all affected with coddling 
moth 
Under oak tree sowed fescue and kentucky grass   
Planted mauve Iris    
Pages iceland poppies   
Tango snapdragons from seed   
Seedling stocks   
Staked peas   
Oak trees at Killenna, also a robinia J. Sipthorpe moves rocks from west end and  
Planted yellow hibiscus and mauve lantana puts them around the robinia in the east end of the garden 
Ice land poppies   
Planted 12 x Cronin watsonia's   
Planted Blue bells    
Planted primula malcaloides   
Planted snapdragon seeds    
April Comments 
Planted catmint, hydrangeas and portulaca Garden week 
Gladdies and dahlias   
3 x Tithonian   
Planted 2 x yellow snapdragons   
Apricot calendulas   
Planted 2 x delphiniums   
Planted Lorraine Lee rose and iceland poppies   
Planted 12 x Killenna ranunculus   
12 x stirl???? In Lorraine Lee bed  Rose breeder Alister Clark, Rosa 'Lorraine Lee' 
Planted anemones   
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Planted ranunculus and blue poppies   
Gathered plums   
Must take out some acanthus from Rockery Made quince jam 
Sowed parsley seeds, planted hollyhocks and 
ruterrrhia's ??? 
  
Planted primulas and ranunculus? Boarder and north?    
A.Sipthorpe spread loam and ashes   
Planted snappies and ranunculus   
May Comments 
Planted stocks Gives away iris to Mrs Martin 
Watered lettuce with nitrate of soda Burns off 
Sowed cerise sweet peas   
Transplanted iceland poppies and stocks   
Tree dahlia   
Plant 6 x nglesconike ??? pink tulips   
12 x anemones   
A. Sipthorpe to remove privet hedge at the back    
Planted crocus, primula and cineraria    
Planted ranunculus, primulas (Stinton's) in small front 
bed, faces south 
  
Phuopsis stylosa syn. Crucianella stylosa    
Anemone's growing   
Dug out old irises   
Planted 2 x passionfruit on tree   
Saved sweet pea seed   
Planted daffodils   
321 
 
Moves Bougainvillea 'Mrs Butt' nearer to gate   
Removed 2 useless trees at north fence   
Sowed sweet pea seed   
June Comments 
Planted iceland poppies and tango snapdragons   
Planted lobelia in Mary's garden   
Planted 12 x sky blue nemesia and cineraria    
A. Sipthorpe sifts soil   
Planted ranunculus, transplanted pink sweet peas, A.S. 
got soil ready for new rose hedge, planted 7 x Sunny 
South and 6 x Billy Boiler roses 
  
Burnt rubbish   
Planted on south side of house new hydrangeas and 
seedlings 
  
Tweedia caerulea   
Pulled out (?) cineraria’s    
A. Sipthorpe. moved 2 x Black Boy roses (climbers)   
Shot Silk rose   
A. Sipthorpe forked beds seedlings    
Planted Lily-of-the-valley (4)   
July Comments 
Got into acanthus Pruned Mary hydrangeas 
Took cuttings of jasmine Went to Mrs Moore’s and laid out alterations to garden 
Primulas? Went to nursery and ordered plants 
Worked in George's garden (504 Punt Hill, South Yarra) Planned to go to Moore’s and plant Silver Birch 1936 
Pruned hydrangeas Took plants to Moore’s and suggested stepping stones in grass 
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Planted new Moorpark apricot Cut oranges up for marmalade 
Lifted dahlias   
Planted tulips, planted circle of gladdies near pear tree   
Planted 2 climbing roses on neighbours’ fence   
Cleaned up vegie patch   
Lifted dahlia’s    
Burnt off   
Pruned and removed old useless roses and bushes   
Planted nemesia   
Lifted dahlias   
Sprayed apricot with lime sulphur   
Cleaned up hydrangea heads   
Took out old plum   
August Comments 
Planted gladdies Cuts up oranges for marmalade 
Crocus  Miss Singleton gave Ina 3 roses which she planted 
Cyclamen Falkend (Charmelle)   
Planted many red gladdies   
Made Seville marmalade   
Planted Phlox   
Aubrieta Aubrieta sp. is the plant Stuart Read (NSW) thought lined 'Hethersett' 
driveway. It is mauve, purple and hot pink Ina plants yards of it in 
front windows and veranda at 'Killenna' 
Planted more roses and phlox Visits Gill and Searle nursery 
Planted bougainvillea 'Mrs Butt' (Cardinal red) under 
terrace, eastern side of garden 
At 'Heronswood', planted Norfolk Island Hibiscus (Lagunaria 
Patersonia) 
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Planted 2 x Begonia venusta and grapefruit  Grapefruit, purchased from Gill and Searle 
Planted Bougainvillea thomasii  29 Malvern Rd, Ina takes some carnations plants to Mary 
Planted Hibiscus 'Peach blossom'  A. Sipthorpe and Ina go by arrangement to Mary Alice at 29 Malvern 
Picks first spring onions A. Sipthorpe planted, pruned  
Planted another Chateaus rose by old greenage tree 
(plum) 
Plumbago roots for Mary 
Planted circle of gladdies near pear tree, tulips  Mrs H. Moore wants more plants 
Repotted 3 hydrangeas Sending some catnip to Miss Dora Baker 
Quinces and apricots sprayed with lime sulphur   
Planted tango snapdragons in yellow bed   
Planted anemones, phypostegia and flowering currant 
(?)  
  
Prune Prunus × blireana 'Moseri'   
September Comments 
Went to daffodil show Preparing soil for planting  
Planted light blue belladonna butterfly delphiniums  Saw Mrs Kitchen and gave garden advice 
Planted cineraria seedlings Mrs Dunkell got some plants from Ina for Mrs Bookey 
Preparing soil for planting  Took lilies to church 
Planted daffodils Visited the Moore’s, garden looking good 
Planted 40 chrysanthemums (?) in Flame tree bed  Colour theme of bed is red 
Under oak tree, sowed more grass seed 29 Malvern Rd, planted rose and yellow carnations 
Planted delphiniums and snapdragons Took grass seed to 29 Malvern Rd, Mary's place  
Repotted hydrangea at 29 Malvern Rd Mary's home?? 
October Comments 
Planted phlox Went to Malvern Flower show 
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Sowed seeds of asters and phlox Garden beginning to look shabby 
Planted delphiniums, snapdragons Took grass seed to 29 Malvern Rd, Mary's place  
Sowed seeds of parsley, carrots, tweedia  Moved rest of plants from North side of house 1938 
Planted 2 doz gladdies Went to flower show Fitzroy Gardens 
Sprayed arsenic of lead 1938 on Genoa(?) trees (could 
be Ficus carica 'Black Genoa') and pear tree Ina and boys 
sift soil, preparing bed for Rosa caerulea and R. 
chinensis which Page sent  
A Miss Allen sketches in the garden 
Sulphate of Iron on blue hydrangeas, planted more 
gladdies and crocus 
Buys a Universal Director Hose 1938 
Watered grass under oak, sulphate to daphne which had 
some scale and to hydrangeas 
Gave plants to Mrs Patterson 
Planted primula seeds under gum tree Denise cleaned tool shed 
Prepared two little beds - door beds with mixed market 
garden manure and some leaf mould. Sowed phlox 
seeds in boxes  
  
November  Comments 
Transplanted sunflower seedlings Watered lettuce with nitrate of soda 
Iris's Garden looking good and full bloom 
Prepared ground for seedling zinnias, raked debris from 
back lawn 
Watered seedlings 
Planted pink phlox and prepared for irises, prepared to 
sowed seeds and plant dahlias. Put in seeds of zinnias 
Boys cut down most of the loquat as local boys damaging the fence 
and hedge when climbing up to pick the fruit 
Lifted tulips and ranunculus   
Planted seeds of goldenleam rahuthe ???   
Planted rock plants sent by Miss Austin   
325 
 
Planted 20 ginmen seedlings (Coles)   
Hydrangeas - sulphate of Iron   
Planted more gladdies, sweet williams   
Picked loquat    
Transplanted giant iceland poppies   
December Comments 
Dutch Iris   
Variety of colours of tulips   
Planted phlox, dahlia's, gladdies, 15 marigolds bought 
from Wehert at Green Seeds 
Moved salmon pink phlox 
Took more soil to 'Parsley' and planted nasturtiums,  Parsley', where Mary Alice lived in Punt Road (West) for a while???? 
Perhaps it was a guest house???? 
Planted more zinnias and planted dahlia's for Mrs 
Warring, planted more asters  
  
Please note: ???? denotes author cannot decipher Ina’s 
writing 
  
Colours Identified in 1933 diary Plants identified from 1916 picture of Anne Higgins in garden at 
'Killenna' 
Tango snapdragons John Hawker (Heritage Victoria) suggestions, 2017 
Red Seems to be a shady part of the garden with lovely winding path 
sky blue Arch - could be rose (Cecile Brunner) or????  
Cerise sweet peas Cordyline australis (left edge) 
Pink Perhaps rhododendron through arch 
Mauve lantana Right side of wheel chair, maybe a Stock (Matthiola sp.) or Crinum 
lilies (Crinum sp.)  
Yellow hibiscus 
 
326 
 
Pink hydrangea May be a hydrangea (Hydrangea macrophylla) left side of wheel chair 
Pink rose (Lorraine Lee)  New Zealand Flax (Phormium tenax) leaves poking in left side of 
photograph. There may be another one, through the arch on the right 
side of photograph 
Apricot calendula 
 
Pale mauve iris  The path maybe grass 
Blue poppies Elephant ears (Colocasia sp.) right hand side, parallel with Anne 
 
May be some lilliums (Lillum sp.) behind the Stock or Crinum 
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Additional Plant Species Analysis 
From article by 'Pomona' (Katharine Susannah Prichard) Mrs Nina Higgins A Women Gardener Gardens, 1910; Plants Ina mentions: Western 
Australian flowering gum (Corymbia ficifolia syn. Eucalptus ficifolia) Magnolia’s, (Magnolia sp.) Jacaranda (Jacaranda mimosifolia) Wattles 
(Acacia sp.) and Oleander (Nerium oleander) 
  
 ‘Heronswood’  
‘Heronswood', Bill Bampton Head Gardener (2015) thinks Ina 
may have planted the following: Jelly palm (Butia capitata), 
Canary Island Palm (Phoenix canariensis) and what seem to be 
a row of Mexican lilies (Beschorneria yuccoides). There are 
New Zealand Flax (Phormiumst enax), Rice paper tree 
(Tetrapanax papyrifer), Bamboo (Phylostachys sp.) and this fits 
in with Guilfoyle type of planting. Also includes some native 
plants such as Western Australian flowering gum (Corymbia 
ficifolia syn. Eucalptus ficifolia) Bottlebrush (Callistemon 
viminalis) and an Illawarra Flame tree (Brachychiton 
acerifolius) 
 
‘Heronswood' c. 1932 (?) Reproduced with Permission of State Library of 
Victoria, H5071, <http://handle.slv.vic.gov.au/10381/80635> 
Shaw-Ross Aviation Co. photographer1932  
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Mexican Lily (Beschorneria yuccoides) Source: 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/10811135@N00/22702101391 
 
 
 
Rice paper tree (Tetrapanax papyrifer) Source: 
https://www.innerpath.com.au/matmed/herbs/Tetrapanax~papyrifer.htm  
  
 
Plant suggestion from John Hawker in 1932 aerial image of 
'Heronswood'   
Mauritius-hemp Furcraea (Furcraea sp.)   
Rough bark manna gum (Eucalyptus viminalis subsp. Pryoriana)    
Coral reef araucaria or Cook's pine (Araucaria columnaris)    
Monterey cypress (Cupressus macrocarpa)   
Acanthus (Acanthus mollis), Canna lilies (Canna indica) 
 
329 
 
 
Identification of Camellia’s at PLC June 2015 by Jenny Happell Guide of the 
Royal Botanic Garden and Joe Neuschwanger from the Camellia Society 
and Jim Powells. The first three photos of camellia’s said to be planted by 
Ina Higgins: 
Talbot Epileptic Colony, now Monash University Clayton 
campus Wandering around today, you will see remnants of 
English oaks (Quercus robur) planted in 1908, White Mexican 
cedar (Cupressus lusitancia), Douglas fir (Cedrus deodara) plus 
Monterey Pines (Pinus radiata pre-Talbot Colony time).  
1 Camellia japonica 'Hagoromo' and is the camellia at 'Hethersett’, 
'Heronswood’ and at the Talbot Colony (Monash Uni) in the garden of the 
Vice-Chancellor. One of Ina's signature plants Source: 
http://www.majestictrees.co.uk/tree-shrub/1139-camellia-japonica-
hagoromo 
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2 Camellia japonica ‘Hanafuki’ (Japan 1882) Hethersett           3 Camellia japonica 'Hishi Karaito', Hethersett     
 Source: Author, ‘Hethersett’, 2015                      Source: Author, ‘Hethersett’, 2015 
 
 
 Camellia japonica 'Lady St. Claire' (Australia 1879) Indicates 
introduced to Australia in 1879.Source: Author, ‘Hethersett’, 
2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          
 
Camellia japonica ‘Helenor’ (Australia 1848) Hethersett  
Source: Author, ‘Hethersett’, 2015  
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Camellia japonica 'Emperor of Russia Variegated' (U.S. 
1944)? Source: Author, ‘Hethersett’, 2015 
 
 
Reproduced with Permission of SLV, H2009 103/1 
Photographer Unknown  
 
Hethersett' c. 1914-1920 Chinese Windmill palm (Trachycarpus fortunei) 
has hairy trunks on either side of house (Picture above) which are still 
there 2015, (John Hawker (Heritage Victoria)  
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Appendix 5 Letters 
Letter to William Guilfoyle, Director, Royal Botanic Gardens, 
Melbourne, 1901 
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G. Higgins, 1901, William Guilfoyle Esq. F.L.R, M.R.B.S, St Kilda Road. Invitation to speak at the 
upcoming Conference of Engineers, Surveyors, Artists, Sanitary Experts and Others regarding laying 
out and building of the Federal Capital, Royal Botanic Gardens Library, Birdwood Avenue, South 
Yarra. 
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Letter to William Guilfoyle, Director, Royal Botanic Gardens, 
Melbourne, 1901 
 
J. [H]uttle, [R.] Renn[i]ck, G. Robert 1901, William Guilfoyle Esq. F.L.R, M.R.B.S, St Kilda Road. 
Invitation to speak at the upcoming Conference of Engineers, Surveyors, Artists, Sanitary Experts and 
Others regarding laying out and building of the Federal Capital, Royal Botanic Gardens Library, 
Birdwood Avenue, South Yarra. 
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Institute Rooms, 
Pleasance Buildings, 
178 Collins Street. 
Melbourne, 25. April, 1901 
Mr R Guilfoyle Esq 
F.L.S. M.R.B.S 
St. Kilda Road 
Melbourne 
 
Dear Sir 
We have been [contacted] to write you to a […] on the committee of the Congress of 
Engineers, architects and Surveyors […] held in Melbourne in […] […]. 
 
The Committee will hold its next meeting at 5 oclock p.m. tomorrow (Friday) at the 
above rooms, and, at commencement, we will be pleased if you can arrange to be 
present 
 
Yours faithfully  
John [H]uttle 
 [R.] Renn[i]ck,    [ ] Hon. Sec 
Geo Roberts 
 
 
 
 
Letter transcribed by Sandra Pullman, 5 November 2018. 
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Letters between Ina Higgins, Mr Wade and Walter Burley Griffin 
Letter to Ina Higgins, 30 July 1914 
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Letter to Mr Wade, 4 August 1914 
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Letter to Ina Higgins, 20 August 1914 
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Letter to Mr Wade, 24 August 1914 
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Letter to Ina Higgins, 28 August 1914 
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Letter to unspecified recipient, 29 October 1914 
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Letter to Ina Higgins, 11 November 1914 
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Minute by the Commissioner (Mr Wade), 11 November 1914 
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Letter from the Chief Engineer, 16 November 1914 
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Letter to Ina Higgins, 24 November 1914 
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Letter to the Secretary of the Water Conservation Irrigation Commission, 27 
November 1914 
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Letter to Ina Higgins, 7 December 1914 
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Letter to Mr Griffin, 21 December 1914 
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Letter to Ina Higgins, 7 January 1915 
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Letter to the Chief Engineer, 19 January 1915 
 
17 Letters: Professional Services of Mr Walter Burley Griffin to design townships of Leeton and Griffin 
(07/03/1914 – 24/02/1915). NSW Water Resources; Series NRS 14511 File no. 14/3312, 
Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area files; NSW Water Resources Commission, 1911 to December 1986, 
State Records, Western Sydney Records. 
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Appendix 6 Articles by or about Ina Higgins 
Interview with ‘Pomona’, 1910 
‘Women’s World: Miss Nina Higgins – A Woman Gardener, Gardens and Gardening’, The 
Weekly Times 6 August 1910, p. 10. First published in The Herald, 2 August 1910 by ‘Pomona’ 
(Katharine Susannah Prichard, 1883–1969).  
 
Miss Nina Higgins was one of the first women to take up gardening as a profession in 
Victoria. 
 
She is the daughter of Mrs Higgins, that grand old lady, who is also the mother of Mr H. 
B. Higgins, judge of the High Court of Australia, whom all Australians hold in such esteem. 
Miss Higgins’ garden looks towards the purple and blue ranges of the Dandenongs and 
their green foot hills scattered with white-roofed dwellings. She as pruning some deciduous 
trees in a workmanlike frock of grey home-spun, when we went to see her one sunshiny 
morning last week.  
“This is a gardener’s busy time of the year, isn’t it?” we asked. 
“All times are busy times in a garden,” Miss Higgins said, smiling. “This is the time for 
enriching the soil, digging manure under, pruning, and cutting hard back. By cutting hard back 
one threatens a plant’s life. Afraid that its species will not be perpetuated, it puts forth an 
abundance of shoots, and flowers, and fruits. Pruning lets in the light and the air about the 
plants. It provides for growth in summer, and promotes leafage and shade to protect the 
flowers.” 
She laid aside her pruning knife awhile, and we sat on a veranda that gives a wonderful 
view of undulating green country, to talk of gardening and gardens.  
Most of Miss Higgins’ people are University folk. She alone has chosen to study the laws 
of the earth and the sky, and graduated in Dame Nature’s school of horticulture. ‘ 
“I have always loved gardening- most women do,” she said, simply: At first I only went 
to the Horticultural School at Burnley to learn something of rose-pruning. But the fascination 
of horticulture studies held me. After my diploma at the school, I went abroad and studied 
gardens and gardening in Italy, France, and England.” 
“What are the studies of a woman gardener?” 
“I think she should know something of botany, drawing, the nature of soils generally, 
and architecture. But she should never be done reading and studying her subject from all its 
standpoints, and in all its phases.” 
 
Old World Gardens 
“What were your impressions of the gardens of the old world?” 
“I think the best gardens are to be found in England, but they are mostly formal right up 
to the house, and would not suit Australia. Because of our hot summers we want shade, right 
up to the house. English gardens are designed to let the sunlight about the house, paths are 
gravelled to attract the sun.  
“The deciduous trees make the leaf loam that gives England her velvety lawns. The 
falling leaves of Autumn are drawn into and enrich the soil.  
“One sees in English gardens vivid masses of flowers of one color, lying in beds on green 
lawns, in October - but the beds are bare for the size months of the year. Then there are miles 
and miles of rhododendrons and azaleas, in England, and beech forests with wonderful 
leafage, and deep shade. I think I was more in love with the woods and water effects of 
England, than the gardens.  
“The gardens of France are formal, too, and unsuitable to this climate. They attract the 
sun and wind. At Versailles and Fontainebleau millions of tons of water are played into the air 
by fountains. With that amount of water we could get better effects here, by less artificial 
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means. With water anything will grow here. It would be waste of water to have French gardens 
in Australia – to have water playing into our hot atmosphere, when it might be used for 
cultivation.  
“Italians gardens, with their terraces, marbles, and cut hedges, might be imitated and 
made in some of the hilly districts of Victoria. The conditions and configuration of the 
countries, though, is very different. Italy gets her water and electric power from the hills, and 
water and labor are cheap. In Australia, where neither water nor labor is cheap, we must 
design our gardens according to our needs – and according to our purses”.  
 
The Australian Garden 
“What is our ideal of an Australian garden?” 
“The most beautiful garden I know in Australia is the Buckley’s garden at Macedon – the 
garden that old Mr Ryan made. The rhododendrons in it are wonderful. They grow right down 
to the water’s edge, and are mirrored in the stream.  
“I have seen the best Botanical Gardens in the world- the gardens of Milan, Paris, Dublin 
and the Kew Gardens, in England, but I didn’t see any that for their age and possibilities, could 
excel our own Botanical Gardens – Mr Guilfoyle’s gardens 
“What should be aimed at in Australian gardens?” 
“Protections against the north wind and sun in summer. Provision should be made for 
sitting out-of-doors. The gardens should have arbors and shady trees to sit under. Instead of 
huge stretches of lawn which are difficult to keep up, and want a lot of water, there should be 
glades of cool and refreshing looking grass in the garden. Nurserymen usually make the 
suburban garden all one pattern. The Dutch garden with straight asphalted paths is 
everywhere. A garden looks much larger for having curves and grass instead of straight paths. 
People don’t grow enough of the ordinary fruit trees in their gardens either. Of course there is 
the danger of temptation to small boys, and spoliation of the garden consequence; but fruit 
trees are very decorative and very useful. 
“A garden is very often filled with flowers. There is not enough shade of green trees in 
it. And Australian should cultivate more, the native acacias, flowering gums, magnolias, 
oleanders, jacarandas, and where it is possible, have a small depression and drain water into 
it for a water lily pond. But the pond is as a rule, too ambitious for suburban gardens.  
“The average nurseryman plants color in spots, dumps magentas, scarlets, and yellow in 
patches together. Masses and gradations of color should be aimed at. A woman gardener’s 
genius is usually in coloring a garden. Miss Gertrude Jekyll, the great woman gardener of 
England, who is nearly blind, wrote a book called ‘Color in the Flower Garden.”  
 
An Open-Air Profession 
“What do you think of gardening as a profession for women?”  
“It has great possibilities – but mostly in co-operation with men. The out-door life of 
gardening is good for women, but they can’t do, continuously, the heavy labouring part of it. I 
do know an English woman though who does all her own ploughing. She uses one of those 
light American ploughs. For pruning grafting, and budding, women are better than men as a 
rule. Their fingers are lighter. Women are better garden managers, and designers, too.” 
“Is there an opening for women gardeners?” 
“I think there ought to be, specially for women designers – but just now there is no 
training school for women gardeners. The Horticultural School at Burnley is now closed to 
women students, which I think is a pity. It was of great-value of them. Two or three women, I 
know, who have made gardening a profession, have been fairly successful. There is a good filed 
for women, too, in the growing of berries and small fruits, such as goose-berries, raspberries, 
black and red currants, and strawberries. An orchard, though, cannot be economically run with 
a farm, for manure and the labour of horses, are needed. Gardening provides an outlet for 
women’s energies that is much healthier for many girls than teaching, typing, or clerical work. 
The Government says that to admit women to the school now would mean increasing its 
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teaching staff- but even at that cost, I think room should be made for women students in the 
State Horticultural School.” 
Miss Higgins has several beautiful gardens to her credit. In England, gardening is 
recognised as specially women’s work. The garden artists, and the garden architect has 
justified herself by the beauty and grace of her designs. In Victoria, a land of fruit and flowers, 
the woman gardener is hampered by having no proper training school. Surely, if we are not to 
be impeached for being ‘behind the times,” the Government must remove its embargo from 
the Horticultural School at Burnley, and give women opportunities for studying the culture of 
flowers and berries, for the which they are so suited. 
 
Note: Ina’s name is misspelt as Nina, not all the double quotation marks are visible at the end of 
sentences and some plants are misspelt but are spelt as they appear in the paper.  
The Buckley garden is Derriweit Heights at Mt. Macedon. Mr Buckley bought it from Charles Ryan, 
famous Australian artist, Ellis Rowan’s father. 
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Ina Higgins, ‘Horticulture for Women’, 1913 
Published in The Argus, 12 December, 1913 p. 13. 
 
The Leader, 22 November 1913, reported that the following article was read by Ina Higgins 
to the Women’s National Council. 
 
The Argus reported on the 4th February, 1914 that it was requested to be read in Hobart and 
may be read at the International Council of Women Quinquennial Meeting Rome, May 1914. 
The 1914 proceedings did not mention any women’s papers being read.  
 
In considering horticulture as a career for women, it must be understood that in this 
profession, as in all others, the work must be taken seriously, and a systematic course of study 
and training must be followed, for, while much useful knowledge may be “picked up” by 
observation and experience, and although it is true that Nature herself does a great deal of the 
work for us, still it is in order to learn how to co-operate with Nature, to make use of her laws, 
and to attain skill and mastery that constant study and special teaching are necessary. Among 
the numerous advantages of this calling, we claim that it is a rational, health-giving, useful 
occupation, and that it has a beneficial effect on character and metal development, as well as 
on physique, for it calls for the exercise of self-control, forethought, observation, initiative, 
close application, orderliness, sincerity – in fact of all the virtues under the sun. It is also 
essentially social in tendency, leading, as it does, to co-operation and mutuality. (A true 
horticulturist can never be a selfish individualist.) 
The healthfulness of the occupation cannot be disputed. It is one of the few professions 
in which the first requirement is not that a girl must be strong before taking it up, for the open-
air life and the interesting, elevating nature of the work promote health of mind and body, 
leaving no bad effects on the nervous system. The varied forms of physical exercise obtained 
unconsciously by stooping, bending, and using garden implements are excellent, especially if 
the clothing worn is suitable.  
With regard to remuneration, it is not claimed that large sums of money can be made in 
a short time with little labour in this calling. As a career for women it is comparatively new; so 
it has not been possible to get accurate statistics of what may be made in various branches; 
but we do know that trained women horticulturists in England and America are able to make 
a good living. Some on their own “small holding;” some by teaching; others by specialising in 
some of the numerous sections, such as designing, fruit and vegetable growing, nursery work, 
conservatory work, the cut-flower industry, or the management and up-keep of grounds and 
gardens. A number of the principal botanical gardens there employ women largely for special 
work, for they are found to be neater and quicker and more reliable in details than men. 
In addition to this, many of the recent valuable results of experimental research have 
been achieved by women. There are immense possibilities for women in work relation to the 
improvement of species by artificial hybridisation, pollination, and all such operations as call 
for skill and delicacy of handling, combined with accurate scientific knowledge. Although we 
seldom hear of large fortunes being made by horticulture, a woman who takes it up has the 
satisfaction of feeling that her work is of benefit to others – even to those of future generations 
– as well as to herself, and if she marries she will find the knowledge she has acquired, and the 
health and vigour she has attained, most valuable possessions. The cost of training is absurdly 
small in comparison with that of other professions. The Government of Victoria offers the 
advantages of excellent teaching, including lectures and demonstrations at the Royal School 
of Horticulture, Burley for the nominal fee of £2/2/ a year. The fees at the training colleges in 
England are much higher, non-resident students paying £40 and £50 a year at Swanley and at 
Lady Warwicks’ College, and resident paying fee varying from £80 to £120 a year. It is found 
there that parents are only too glad to spend money in securing for their daughters a healthy. 
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Remunerative profession, and the applications for admission to most of the colleges exceed 
the accommodations.  
One mistake which a woman beginning this career must be careful not to make is that 
of demanding too small remuneration for her work. In this community, where the ideal aimed 
at is “equal pay for men and women,” it would be a great wrong to herself and others to 
undervalue her services. As lady Grove said, speaking in a general way of employment for 
women:-……..”A strong spirit of self-reliance and self-respect is necessary to ensure, not only 
that the labourer be worthy of her hire, but hat the hire shall also be worthy of the labourer.” 
Women should specialise, and become experts in what they can do best-and there are many 
things they can do better than men, being defter and lighter handed; all the details of nursery 
work, for instance, such as the rearing and management of seedlings, cuttings &c. also 
budding, grafting, and pruning (the lighter kinds), are essentially suited for women; while the 
heavier labour – clearing, digging, ploughing carting, &c. – are more easily done by men. 
Designing, too is pre-eminently work for educated women, and should certainly not be left in 
the hands of any jobbing gardener who happens to be handy. It is considered one of the highest 
branches of the profession, for it demands a close acquaintance with all the general principals 
of horticulture, the nature of soils, effects of climate, aspect, rainfall, surroundings &c. as well 
as a course of training in drawing and painting, some knowledge of architecture, an artist’s eye 
for form and colour, originality, initiative, sympathy with nature, and above all, imagination, 
inspiration, with the power to create an atmosphere of beauty and order. Other important 
sections for women are gathering, selecting, grading, and packing of fruit, especially for export, 
where skill and judgment and deftness are needed; also the drying, bottling, and general 
preserving of fruit and vegetables. 
It is of course, recommended that all these operations be undertaken in friendly co-
operations with men; not in hostile opposition to them, but each sex specialising in suitable, 
congenial branches, and joining forces when necessary for mutual advantage. So far the only 
objection to women in horticulture is the time-honoured plaint that poor man will be found 
that the more women there are in the profession the more man will be needed to do the 
heavier labour. Woman never rises without lifting man up with her. 
The idea of a co-operative colony should appeal to women. Much might be done by a 
number combining to carry on in conjunction as orchard, a poultry farm, beekeeping (special), 
vegetable growing, flower raising (i.e.. cut flowers for decorating, flowers for scent-making, 
and nursery plants), each one choosing her won section of the enterprise; and in the same 
connection farming might be undertaken. Many women make successful farmers, excelling 
particularly in dairy work, and now that machinery is used for several of the operations of 
farming, the labour has become lighter. One proof of the interdependence of rural industries 
lies in the fact that it has been found that poultry-keeping by itself in snot so profitable as when 
carried on in conjunction with orchards and rams and vegetable gardens, the waste products 
of which may be used for feeding purposes. Bees, too would abound naturally where flowers 
are largely grown. As the movement towards decentralisation increases it is hoped that 
women will consider the subject of co-operating in rural industries.  
We are convinced, then, that a woman taking up this calling with love and enthusiasm 
must succeed, if she trains carefully and works conscientiously. She will have a fund of health 
and strength which no other calling can give; her character and mind will be developed, her 
outlook enlarged, and a never-failing source of interest will be at hand. She will help largely 
the movement towards simpler and more rational living. She will not talk of nerves for we 
know that any woman taking up even simple, amateur gardening has no time for nervous 
ailment, nor for wearying, frivolous pastimes. She could not sit for hours in a stuffy room 
playing bridge, or doing futile fancy work, while the sun and fresh air are drawing her to the 
beauty and joy to be found – or to be made by her - outside the house walls. She will be self-
respecting and cheerful, knowing that her work is useful and progressive. We have all observed 
that the leading characteristic of horticulturists here is a delightful optimism (except, perhaps, 
when they are discussing pests); and this is due, not alone to their healthy, open-air life, but 
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also to the unbounded possibilities of improvement and achievement by investigation and 
intelligent co-operation with nature in this wide land of sunshine and clear air. It may be that 
the demand for women in horticulture has not yet fully arrived in Australia; but the idea is new 
to many, and it remains for those who take up the career to create a demand for their work 
by the thoroughness and excellence of it, and by coming experts in the branches in which they 
specialise.  
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Ina Higgins, ‘Women and Horticulture’, 1934 
F. Fraser, N. Palmer (eds), Centenary Gift Book, Women’s Centenary Council, Robertson & 
Mullens, Melbourne, 1934, pp. 134–136. 
 
Although from the earliest days of Eden, women have been interested in the growing of 
plants and in cultivating them for food and for beauty, it was only towards the end of the 19th 
century that the organised training of women in the various branches of horticulture was 
recognised as desirable, and that such schools as Swanley and Warwick came into being in 
England. News of this progressive movement was then reaching Australia, where the women 
pioneers had from the first helped their menfolk to cultivate the home grounds, but had lacked 
the knowledge and training which made for efficiency.  
In Victoria a School of Horticulture had been established at Burnley by a foreseeing 
Government for the training of young men, but no provision had been made for women 
students until the beginning of 1899, when Mr C. Bogue-Luffman was director of the School. 
When it was suggested to him that the teaching might be made available t women as well as 
to men, he readily agreed to try the experiment, provided that at least six women could be 
found willing to take up the study – which was doubted. When the day for enrolment came, 
there were 72 applicants of various ages, ranging from 16 to 65, showing that there was a 
demand by women for expert training. Not all of these, however, continued as student. At that 
time the course required attendance for two afternoon each week at lectures and 
demonstrations, as well as study and manual practice; and not many of them could or would 
spare so much time for a term of two year.  
So the numbers were gradually reduced to about 25 enthusiastic women, who took up 
the study for various reasons – some with the view of earning a living or of adding to their 
income; some to learn how to manage their own orchards and gardens; others for health 
reasons, and others, again, as a happy means of escape from the wearying rounds of visiting 
and teas-parties. In those days social service, as it is now carried on, was not generally 
undertaken, and organised sport for women had not yet appeared.  
Women, indeed, in civilized countries were awaking and men becoming aware of their 
disabilities and of their cramped life. The ideal of higher education, which had been advocated 
for many years, was being realised; the universities were being thrown open to them, and so 
were most of the professions and occupations formerly considered the special sphere of men. 
Womanhood suffrage was being valiantly fought for, and everywhere women were seeking 
freedom and expansion of interests. So it was natural that in horticulture, too women should 
seek an outlet for their energies.  
The special appeal that this calling made to them lay to some extent in the possibility of 
immediately applying the knowledge and training gained; for most of them had access to some 
piece of land on which to practise. The attraction, too, of work in the open air, with the thrill 
of watching growth and life as a result of co-operating with Nature, were factors; and above 
all there was the love of beauty and order and the joy of bringing these into being, innate in 
most women.  
The first steps taken by the pioneers at Burnley were gradual and tentative. The lectures 
were given on two afternoons each week, and included orchard management and pruning, 
vegetable and flower growing, botany, diseases of plants, treatment of soils, garden designing 
and laying -out, and these were followed by demonstrations out of doors. The students were 
shown how to cultivate the soil and to use the tools; but very few of them practised these 
more strenuous operations at the school. At that time they were handicapped by wearing 
longs skirts with tight-fitting blouses and ordinary walking shoes -not the rational outfit used 
now.  
In spite of some drawbacks, they learnt very much that they could put to practical use, 
and they thoroughly enjoyed the training. Some of them specialized in garden designing; some 
in pruning; some in maintenance; others took up nursery work and grew plants and seedlings 
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and flowers for cutting. None of them at the beginning found the work very remunerative, but 
it promoted health and the formation of character, calling into play such qualities as patience, 
endurance, application, foresight and vision. The training was of great value to those who 
wished to know how to manage their own home grounds. Of course the movement at first met 
with the usual opposition and derision offered to every progressive step; but this was 
negligible. Experts soon came to appreciate the deft handling and careful treatment of tender 
plants by women, and preferred to hand over the performance of the more delicate operations 
to them rather than to men.  
Later on, for various reason, the attendance of women students at Burnley declined, and 
for some years the classes were closed to women. There were changes of directors and of 
management; and then in 1911, when Mr E.E. Pescott was director, they were re-opened, first 
as a part-time, and in 1912 as a full-time course. 
The following information as to the progress and work of women students, after the 
school at Burnley had been re-opened to them, has been kindly supplied by Miss E. M. Grassick 
(Mrs Gibson), who, entering as a student, became a teacher there of many of the branches, 
including garden designing, and who now holds high rank as a journalist in the domain of 
horticulture:- 
The opening of the full-time course to women students at the Burnley School of 
Horticulture was an event of importance, offering, as it did, the opportunity of careers in 
several directions in work for which women were peculiarly fitted. While most of them valued 
the course as a means of improving their own grounds, or as a healthful, out-door recreation, 
a slowly increasing number entered it as a means of earning a livelihood or of augmenting their 
income.  
The course as it was arranged at that time was most liberal, and through the years since 
it has not materially changed. About half of the time was given to practical work outside; the 
other half was spent in the lecture room, and the subjects covered the entire out-door and 
theoretical management of a garden and orchard, the cultivation of plants of all kinds, some 
chemistry, botany plant pathology, entomology, and the methods of propagation. Special 
short courses in bee-keeping, poultry-farming, and fruit-preserving were added later, and after 
some years garden designing and the making of plans were again made part of the course, this 
last important branch being taught by graduates who had specialized in designing both in 
Australia and in England.  
During the war years (1914-1918) many men gardeners were withdrawn from the 
country, and this gave women the opportunity to utilize their knowledge to a limited extent 
here, but much more in England, and although by 1918 success had been attained in several 
directions, still because of the conservative attitude of the public and of the gardening 
interests, the steps were slow and difficult. However, by 1922-23 the position of the woman 
gardener was established here, and fresh fields for work had opened, one notably, being the 
teaching of horticulture. Some of the girls’ technical schools now have gardening as a subject 
on their curriculum, and women trainees from Burnley have held appointments on the 
teaching staff. Horticultural journalism has also proved attractive, and openings were found 
on leading newspapers in Melbourne and Brisbane. Other women, too, ardent amateurs, apart 
from those trained at Burnley, have joined the ranks of writers with considerable success. 
Through the past ten years the scope of the work has been steadily enlarged, and an 
association of past students of the school aims at co-ordination and at maintaining a high 
standard of work with adequate remuneration. Besides the teachers and writers some have 
specialised in garden up-keep, pruning, etc., and others have seedling nurseries and farms for 
cut-flowers. The members of the grounds round hospitals have been planted, free 
kindergartens helped with gifts of plants and designs for their ground, reliable information has 
been broadcast, and lectures and talks given to girls and boy’s associations.  
The prospect for the future remains good. The slow but steady and continuing progress 
made during the last few years in returning to modicum of good will from the public, and an 
increasing number of women students avail themselves of the teaching at Burnley. Difficulties, 
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indeed, such as lack of business experience or initiative, have still to overcome. So far very little 
co-operation has been developed between the architect and the garden designer, or between 
the nurseryman and the plant expert – two branches to which trained women have a valuable 
contribution to make. However, there is every indication of an increase of confidence, since 
women have proved their ability in these directions. In garden designing, which is perhaps the 
highest branch of horticulture, women have already attained conspicuous success in England, 
America and Australia. 
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Sandra Pullman, ‘Women’s Rural Industries Co-operative Project, 
Mordialloc, 1915–1917’, 2015 
History is easily forgotten and as time goes by events and places fade into the past. What 
was once common knowledge in the community is forgotten by the time the next generation 
is interested. This is such the case with the unusual experiment of establishing a women farm 
in Mordialloc that was part of the Closer Settlement Scheme. It was reported in many of the 
papers of the day and even was reported in many of the small country town newspapers 
around Australia. [1] But as time went by it slipped out of memory until recently. The farm of 
14 acres (5.5 hectares) was a later part of the original sub-division of 453 acres between what 
is now Lower Dandenong Road to the North, Governor Road to the South, Boundary Road to 
the West and Braeside Park to the East. The site was East of Woodlands Golf Course in White 
Street. Today this area is zoned light industry. 
 
 
 
Part of the Parish of Mordialloc showing original land holders in the Mordialloc Closer 
Settlement Project. Courtesy Kingston Collection, City of Kingston. 
 
It was unusual as this was 1915 and women weren’t expected to work (well upper and 
middle class, working class women had always worked) or go out and learn how to farm. But 
luckily times were a-changing and women were starting to break out of the Victorian mould of 
being dependant on men for their livelihood. Little did society realise that after WWI many 
women would never marry and therefore would have work to support themselves. The idea 
was to set the farm up as a women’s co-operative, where educated women could teach 
unemployed women who preferred to work outside rather than as servants or in factories, the 
skills they need to get work in the rural sector. Two of the women were Cecilia Annie Johns 
and Ina Higgins and they named the scheme The Women's Rural Industries Co. Ltd. Cecelia 
John a former poultry expert had had 3 years experience and had learnt the secrets of raising 
poultry in the Dandenong’s. She was able to rent a block through the Closer Settlement Board 
of 14 acres (5.5 hectares). [2] The Closer Settlement Scheme was a government idea that arose 
after the 1890s depression had begun to ease and the demand for agricultural land 
increased.[3] Unfortunately, most of the good farming land had been acquired earlier by 
squatters or free selectors. In 1904, The Victorian government decided to buy back land from 
the large estates and break it up into smaller lot offerings to other people.  
The site was originally part of a cattle run, leased by a squatter Alexander Macdonald 
from 1842 to 1852. In 1852 the Colonial Government revoked the lease took the land and 
decided to offer the land for sale by auction. In 1855 Macdonald bought 453 areas (183 
hectares). It was eventually sold again (after Macdonald’s death) to William Harness 
McLorinan. In 1906 the land was acquired by the State Government who broke it up into 38 
lots, the average size being 10-12 acres (4 – 4.75 hectares). Some years later, one of these lots 
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became The Women’s Rural Industries Co. Ltd farm. Cecelia Annie John’s secured 14 acres. 
Cecelia was the farm manager and Ina Higgins was the horticultural instructor. The co-op was 
also supported by two famous suffragette women Vida Goldstein, Adela Pankhurst. 
Cecelia Annie John born in Hobart 1877 and was a singer (contralto), feminist and 
pacifist. To pay for her musical training she started a poultry farm in Deepdene. She became a 
successful singer and performed with Metropolitan Liedertafel, the (Royal) Melbourne 
Philharmonic Society and with George Musgrove's German Opera Company. She moved to 
England and died in 1955. 
Ina Higgins (Frances Georgiana Watts Higgins) was born in Ireland in 1860 and came out 
to Australia in 1870 with her mother and four siblings. Ina was a socialist feminist, women’s 
activist, a suffragette and one of the first landscape gardeners in Victoria after being one of 
the first women to study at the Burnley School of Horticulture. Ina and her sister Anna were in 
the first group of women to attend PLC (Presbyterian Ladies College), Anna went on to 
Melbourne University and their brother Henry Bourne Higgins was a member of the Colonial 
State Government for Geelong and member for North Melbourne for the Federal Parliament. 
He is best known for becoming the president of the Commonwealth Court of Conciliation and 
Arbitration and later a justice of the High Court of Australia.  
Vida Goldstein (13 April 1869 – 15 August 1949) also went to Presbyterian Ladies College 
(along with Ina and her sister Anna) and was a passionate supporter of women’s suffrage, 
rights and social reform. She was the first woman in the British Empire to stand for Parliament 
but unfortunately was never elected. She was also a supporter of the Mordialloc Women’s 
farm. 
Adela Constantia Mary Pankhurst Walsh (19 June 1885 – 23 May 1961) was from the 
famous British Pankhurst family who were leaders of the suffragette movement in England. In 
1912 she enrolled in a diploma course at the Studley Horticultural College. She graduated but 
unfortunately she was not cut out for hard physical work. In 1914, Adela was ostracised by her 
mother and with a one way ticket was sent out to Australia where she became involved in the 
Mordialloc Women’s farm. 
The farm is possibly modelled on three ideas. The first is Warwick farm in England which 
was a college founded by Daisy Grevillea, Countess of Warwick c1898. Its aim was to train 
women in the less physical branches of agriculture and horticulture. It may have also been 
influenced by Vida Goldstein’s father Jacob who had a strong social conscious towards helping 
the poor. He was involved in a labour forming project in 1892 setting up a farm near Leongatha 
where charity was not handed out indiscriminately but ‘scientifically organised’. The meaning 
of ‘scientifically organised’ is unclear to the author but it may have been influenced by Ina’s 
time at the Burnley School of Horticulture where the principal Charles Bogue Luffman (1897-
1908) believed in training women in the science of horticulture to grow their produce. 
 
 
Rica Kirby (left) and Connie Gardiner working on the Women’s Farm at Mordialloc. From That 
Dangerous and Persuasive Woman, by Janette M Bomford. 
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There was great fan-fare in the newsprint media of the time with many prominent 
people coming out and supporting the project. Several meetings were held in February and 
March 1915 in one of the Meeting rooms of the Melbourne Town Hall where the women meet 
to formulate their ideas and decided to start a co-operative where women and girls who 
weren’t interested in being maids or working in factories and who wanted to work in the rural 
industries could learn skills that would be able to help them earn their own money.[4] 
According the gossip journal Table Talk they needed £300 to begin with and needed to raise 
between £700 and £1000 for the upkeep for the first year. To raise this cash it was set up as a 
Co-operative where people could buy shares at a £1.00 each. [5]  
The scheme had the support of Mr Pescott, Director of Burnley School of Horticulture, 
who felt they could start out growing flowers for decoration, and seedling, flowers and plants, 
as well as small fruit plants like strawberries, cape gooseberries and raspberries and turning 
them into jam. As they became more experienced they could go out and give garden advice, 
how to prune fruit trees and roses and select suitable trees etc. They could also do design 
plans. Pescott said the women do remarkably well pointing out some of the best Melbourne 
gardens had been designed by women.  
Only women would be allowed to work on the farm and the idea was to start with six 
women. It was Cecelia and Ina’s job to teach them the skills they needed. There were no fees 
to pay and the trainees received a home and some pocket money. There was a strong belief 
that the farm couldn’t fail as they were close to the markets of Melbourne to sell their produce 
of flowers, vegetables etc. Their plan was to start growing potatoes, fruit and onions. Later on 
in the scheme they planned to establish a dairy, keep bees and poultry. 
The group associated with the Mordialloc project involved some very interesting 
women, although some very prominent society members such as Lady Allen and Lady Creswell 
probably were only investors and were unlikely to have done hands on work. Others had 
connections with the Women’s Political Association and many were interested in Socialism. 
Adela Pankhurst and Vida Goldstein were involved in the Suffragette Movement and were very 
involved in helping unemployed poor women. 
However, the scheme and the Women’s Rural Industries Co Ltd failed. The State 
government failed to provide sufficient support and build promised infrastructure. Roads 
became impassible in winter, and a school was not provided for settlement children for some 
time. Equipment had to be shared and there were only five horses available to the thirty eight 
groups at Mordialloc so quite often the right times for ploughing to plant crops and harvesting 
for particular markets were missed by farmers. Subsequently, it was agreed by the 
administration that the quality of the soil was poor and the allotments were too small to 
provide a satisfactory income. [5] 
The reason why Women’s farm failed is possibly due to the leaders such as Cecelia, Ina, 
Vida and, Adela being distracted by other interests such as Women’s Political Association (Vic), 
the United Council for Women Suffrage (Melbourne) and Women’s Peace Army which may not 
have gone down well with the rest of the public at that time. Also it was in the middle of the 
First World War and most people were pre-occupied with that. Ina mother was old and Ina 
being the unmarried sister under took the task of nursing her until she died in 1917, so she 
would have a lot of distractions to take her away from the farm. 
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Vida Goldstein and Cecilia Johns collecting clothes to be distributed to the poor. From 
That Dangerous and Persuasive Woman, by Janette M Bomford. 
 
So for a scheme that entered the public’s imagination with such fanfare, good wishes 
and high ideals, it disappeared as quickly as it rose. 
 
 
 
 
Footnotes 
1. Sydney Morning Herald, 31 March 1915; The Argus, 16 March 1916; The Register 
(Adelaide) 15 August, 1916. 
2. Some sources suggest the size of the farm was 23 acres (9 hectares). 
3. See, Whitehead, Graham, Closer Settlement at Mordialloc, Kingston Historical Website. 
4. Argus, 31 March, 1915. 
5. Table Talk, 8 April, 1915. 
6. Argus, 12 September, 1918. 
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University of Melbourne flyer, ‘Celebrating 125 years of 
horticulture at Burnley’, 2016 
 
 
 
University of Melbourne flyer celebrating 125 years of horticulture at the Burnley School 
of Horticulture (1891–2016). 
Source: Sandra Pullman 
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Megan Backhouse, ‘Tracing a trailblazing spirit’, 2018 
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Appendix 7 Promenade au Jardin des Plantes 
  
 
 
This charming little booklet, was found in 
Helen Palmer’s papers MS 6083 box 23 
located at the National Library of 
Australia.  
There is no date on the booklet. It is 
possibly from Ina’s 1908/1909 European 
trip or is from Nettie Palmer’s trip to 
England c. 1911.  
 
Both Ina and Nettie could speak and read 
French.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In trying to date the pamphlet, to ascertain whether it was Ina’s or Nettie’s, the Library at Kew 
Gardens, England was contacted and the following is a reply.  
Dear Sandi, 
I have spent some time on your query but I’m afraid I can’t help you. At first I thought it might 
be from the numerous later reprints of an 1843 book “Promenades de jeunes enfants au Jardin 
des Plantes, ouvrage orne des vignettes” which originally appeared in 1843. The 1843 version 
can be seen here 
https://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/bpt6k884991x/f9.image.r=promenades%20de%20jeunes%2
0enfants however it does not bear a resemblance to your booklet except in subject matter. 
 
I also looked on the Library catalogue of the Jardin des Plantes itself (which is under the 
Museum National d’Histoire Naturelle) and looked at their guides to the Jardin des Plantes 
http://bibliotheques.mnhn.fr/medias/search.aspx?instance=EXPLOITATION&SC=CATALOGUE
&QUERY=promenade+jeunes+enfants+jardin# but again nothing seemed to be from the high 
Victorian period your illustrations suggest. 
 
Finally I looked through a recent (2006) history of the Jardin des Plantes which we hold in our 
Library, it has many illustrations from guidebooks but none corresponding to your ones. 
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I can only suggest that it may be a mid-19th century reprint inspired by the original 1843 work, 
or possibly be an article extracted from a magazine, given the very short 9 page length. 
I regret we have not been able to assist further. 
 
Best wishes from Anne Marshall, Library, Kew 
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